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Declaration of the UNESCO World Conference on Education for 
Sustainable Development (31 March – 2 April 2009, Bonn, Germany)

Develop and strengthen existing international, 
regional and national enabling mechanisms and 
cooperation for ESD that respect cultural 
diversity. Establish regional and country-level 
committees, networks and communities of practice 
for ESD that strengthen local-national, and 
national-global links



The International Bureau of Education (IBE-UNESCO)

• The International Bureau of Education (IBE) is based in 
Geneva, Switzerland.

• It is  a global centre in the area of curriculum development 
and institute supporting UNESCO action aimed at attaining 
quality Education for All.

• The IBE's main mission is to act as UNESCO's centre 
specialized in contents, methods and structure of education. 
It builds networks to share expertise on curriculum 
development in all regions of the world and aims to 
introduce modern approaches in curriculum design and 
implementation, improve practical skills and promote policy 
dialogue at national, regional and international levels.



IBE-UNESCO Community of Practice (COP) in 
Curriculum Development

• In July 2005, the IBE, in cooperation with curriculum 
specialists from different regions of the world, set up the 
Community of Practice (COP) in Curriculum Development.  
It is understood as a national as well as an intra- and inter-
regional space where the issues of curriculum change can be 
jointly discussed and implemented within the framework of 
a holistic approach to determining and implementing the 
goals of Education for All 

• Now-a-days the Community of Practice in Curriculum 
Development consists of over 1000 educational experts from  
120 countries and from a variety of organizations and 
institutions, including ministries of education, universities, 
NGOs, foundations, intergovernmental councils, 
international cooperation agencies and others. 



Focus on ESD: Key Competences for Lifelong 
Learning

• 1. Communication in the mother tongue;
• 2. Communication in the foreign languages;
• 3. Mathematical competence and basic 

competences in science and technology;
• 4. Digital competence;
• 5. Learning to learn;
• 6. Interpersonal, intercultural and social 

competences and civic competence;
• 7. Entrepreneurship; and
• 8. Cultural expression.



Focus on ESD: Inclusive Education
• The concept of inclusion that previously has been 

mainly circumscribed to the group of students 
categorized as having special needs such as those 
with physical and/or mental disabilities is evolving 
towards the idea that children and young people 
should have equal learning opportunities in 
different types of schools regardless of their 
cultural and social backgrounds or differences in 
abilities and capacities. Though  inclusion in its 
broad meaning is not widely used in official 
documents,  still the ideas of inclusive education 
are more and more reflected in the CIS countries 
educational policies.



Knowledge sharing through face to face and on-
line activities

It is done through:
• International seminars and conferences on core curriculum issues
• Capacity building workshops
• Inter-regional exchanges and comparative studies
• Worldwide and regional e-forums
• A weekly documentation and information sharing
• Downloads of IBE publications and documents
• Access to learning resources
One example is the series of eight regional workshops on Inclusive
Education (400 participants from 90 countries) held in 2007 as a
preparatory activity of the 48th. Session of the International
Conference of Education (ICE 2008). 
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Community of Practice in Curriculum Development 
in the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)

The CIS COP was established in December 2005 in  Minsk 
and involves educational experts from Armenia, 
Azerbajdjan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, 
Russia, Tajikistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan – the countries that 
speak  common language, have common challenges, common 
governing and coordination structures in education.

• In the past these countries belonged to the Soviet model of 
education. After the collapse of the Soviet Union these 
countries have developed their independent systems of 
education much influenced by western decentralized models 
that along with strengths brought inequality of opportunities 
for students to receive high quality education. Now-days 
there is a demand within the CIS region to exchange their 
experiences of educational transformation, for up-to-date 
data and information on trends in educational curriculum 
research and development. Such data is crucial for greater 
regional integration at both the European and international 
levels.
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Community of Practice in Curriculum Development 
in the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)

1st CIS CoP Seminar
Start-up Seminar for a Community of
Practice for the Commonwealth of
Independent States took place in
Minsk on 9-10 December 2005,
sponsored by the IBE-UNESCO:
• adopted Final Declaration of the 

CIS CoP 
• set up Priorities for CIS Regional 

Cooperation.
One of the top priorities identified by
the educational specialists from the
CIS region was diversification of
education as a way of meeting
educational needs of every individual
student in school.
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Community of Practice in Curriculum Development 
in the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)

The 2nd CIS CoP Seminar took place in Minsk on 11-12, 
December 2006, organized in cooperation with the IBE-
UNESCO, UNESCO Participation Fund and the CIS 
Council on Cooperation in Education. It was attended by 
over 100 CIS and international educational experts who 
discussed the theme  of key competences for  sustainable 
development, reviewed the activities carried out during 
2006 and set priorities and agreed on the CIS CoP 
activities for 2007.
The 3rd CIS CoP Seminar took place in Minsk on 29-31, 
October 2007, organized by the IBE-UNESCO, UNESCO 
Office in Moscow and the CIS Council on Cooperation in 
Education as a continuation of the capacity building in 
curriculum development in the CIS region and also a 
preparatory activity to the 48th International Conference 
of Education (ICE)
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Community of Practice in Curriculum Development 
in the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
The 4th  CIS CoP Meeting will take place in Erevan, Armenia in September 
2009. It will:
a) Analyze results of regional cooperation in interaction with the CIS 

and UNESCO institutes
b) Propose further cooperation between CIS countries in enhancing 

education quality and equity
d) Develop the activity plan «The Community of Practice (COP) in 

Curriculum Development in the CIS countries» on 2010-2011. 
The meeting will promote regional and international cooperation on 
quality of education as achievement of the ESD and Education for
All goals. It will be carried out in cooperation with CIS Council and 
the UNESCO International Bureau of Education as continuation of 
activity of a regional network «The Community of Practice (COP) in 
Curriculum Development in the CIS countries», based on the 
Resolution of Conference of Ministers of Education of the CIS and 
UNESCO «Prospects of development of interaction between CIS 
and UNESCO in education» (Minsk, 2005)



The CIS COP Accomplishments
• Through the long-term work with educational policy makers, researchers, 

curriculum specialists and educators the CIS COP has developed a capacity 
to actively support curriculum reforms and educational innovations in the 
region: the Russian section in IBE website has been set up; the CIS COP 
members have been engaged in the electronic forums discussions on most 
important issues of curriculum reforms; the IBE newsletters along with 
other major IBE and UNESCO publications and documents linked to the 
approaches by competencies,  curriculum diversification, secondary 
education dilemmas and most recently inclusive education have been 
translated into Russian; a Russian language Glossary of terms on secondary 
education curriculum and also the databases on educational standards and 
on institutions and individuals in the CIS region involved in curriculum 
reforms have been developed; the CIS countries’ national case-studies have 
been developed and contributed to the IBE Curriculum Resource Pack;  a 
dissemination workshop on the curriculum resource pack (2006) and three 
annual workshops of the CIS CoP (2005, 2006, 2007) have been organized; 
the  CIS COP workshops materials  have been edited and published to serve 
as resources on curriculum reforms and innovations in the CIS region.



Further Cooperation

• We participated in the UNESCO World ESD 
Conference in Bonn and informed the participants 
about the CIS COP activities, best practices and 
engagement in promoting ESD agenda in the CIS 
region. 

• We also had side meetings with the UNESCO ESD 
Team and agreed to further cooperate and use the 
CIS COP capacity for promotion of  ESD and other 
UNESCO initiatives in the CIS region.

• Thank you
www.ibe.unesco.org


