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PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

 
 
Wednesday, 27 January 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

1. Opening of the session  
 
 
2. Adoption of the Agenda (UNESCO/BIE/C.59/1 Prov.) and of the Annotated Agenda 

(UNESCO/BIE/C.59/1 Prov./Add)  
 
 
3. Election of the President, the Steering Committee and the subsidiary body of the IBE 

Council 
 
 
4. Address by Ms. Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO (or her 

representative) on the new vision of UNESCO and Education, the role of the 
Category I Institutes and, in particular, of the IBE. An exchange of views with the 
Members of the Council will follow. 

 

 
 
5. IBE activities during 2009 

5.1 Report of the Director (UNESCO/BIE/C.59/2) 
5.2 Part one of the Report of the Administrative Group (UNESCO/BIE/C.59/Inf.3) 
5.3  Discussion 
 
 

Wednesday, 27 January 3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

6. Forum: “Inclusive Education with special focus on curriculum development”  
 
 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Vernissage of new publications, followed by a cocktail  
 
 

Thursday, 28 January 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

IBE activities during 2009 (Item 5 continued) 
5.4 Replies by the Director to the Council Members questions 
5.5 Approval of the Report of Activities 2009 
5.6 Approval of the Pre-Final Accounts 2009 (UNESCO/BIE/C.59/Inf.2) 

 
 
7. The IBE programme of activities for 2010  

7.1 Proposals by the Director (UNESCO/BIE/C.59/3) 
7.2 Part two of the Report of the Administrative Group (UNESCO/BIE/C.59/Inf.3) 
7.3 Discussion 
7.4 Replies by the Director to the Council Members questions 
7.5 Approval of the Programme of Activities for 2010 
7.6 Approval of the budget for 2010 
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Thursday, 28 January 3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  

8. Follow-up on the implementation of the recommendations of the 48th session of 
the International Conference on Education (ICE) and reflection on the future 
ICE session. 

 
 
9. Discussion on IBE’s fundraising strategy 
 
 
Friday, 29 January 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

10. Establishment of a Working Group in charge of finalizing the “Strategy aimed at 
making the IBE UNESCO’s Centre of Excellence in curriculum-related matters” 
(UNESCO/BIE/C.59/Inf.4) 
 

11. Dates for the 60th session of the Council 

 

12. Any other business  

 

13. Adoption of the text of the Decisions of the 59th session 
(UNESCO/BIE/C.59/Decisions Prov.) 

 

14. Closing of the 59th session 
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PROVISIONAL ANNOTATED AGENDA 

 
The 59th session of the Council will be held in Room A of the Varembé Conference Centre 
(CCV) – 9/11 rue de Varembé (opposite the Geneva International Conference Centre – 
CICG).  
 
It will begin on Wednesday, 27 January 2010 at 10 a.m. and is foreseen that it will end on 
Friday, 29 January 2010, at 1 p.m.  
 
The session’s working timetable will be as follows: On Wednesday, 27 January and 
Thursday, 28 January from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.; and on Friday, 29 January 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
Differing from previous years, the Administrative Group will meet on the IBE premises, in 
the Cecilia Braslavsky room, 15 route des Morillons, 1218 Le Grand-Saconnex, Geneva, on 
Monday, 25 January 2010, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; and from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.; and on 
Tuesday, 26 January 2010, from 10 a.m. to 12:30 noon.  
 
 
Wednesday, 27 January 2010 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 
1. Opening of the session 

The session will be opened on Wednesday, January 27 at 10 a.m. by H.E. Mr Raul Vallejo 
Corral (Ecuador), the outgoing President of the IBE Council. 
 
 
2. Adoption of the Agenda and Annotated Agenda 

DOCUMENT: UNESCO/BIE/C.59/1/Prov + Addendum 

The draft provisional agenda and the calendar for the session have already been discussed and 
approved by the Council’s Steering Committee on 4 September 2009.  
In conformity with its Rules of Procedure (Section IV, Rule 4, § 5), “After the adoption of the 
agenda, the Council may, in the course of a session, alter the order of the agenda items or 
add or delete items. A two-thirds majority of the members present and voting shall be 
required for the addition or deletion of an item in the course of a session”. 
 
 

DECISION 
The Council is invited:  
- to comment upon and, if necessary, amend the Provisional Agenda;  
- to adopt it in its final form. 
 

 
 
3. Election of the President, the Steering Committee and the subsidiary body of the 

IBE Council 
DOCUMENT: Statutes of the IBE and Rules of Procedure of the Council of the IBE 

Following the election of fourteen new Council Members that took place at the 35th session of 
the General Conference of UNESCO (see the new composition of the Council, annexed), the 
Council must choose its new Steering Committee for the 2010–2011 biennium, as well as any 
subsidiary bodies that it considers useful. In conformity with the Statutes of the IBE (Section 
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II, Article IV, § 5): “The Council shall elect its Steering Committee, comprising a President 
and five Vice-Presidents, who shall be nationals of the six regional groups.”  The Steering 
Committee is elected for a period of two years; its members may be re-elected, but cannot 
retain their seat for more than four years.  During the last biennium, the Steering Committee 
consisted of representatives of the following Member States:  

 President:   Group III (Latin America/Caribbean): Ecuador; 
 Vice-presidents:  Group I (Western Europe/North America): Netherlands;  

Group II (Central/Eastern Europe): Russian Federation;  
Group IV (Asia/Pacific): India;  
Group Va (Africa) Mali;  
Group Vb (Arab States): Oman.  

 
Netherlands is no longer a member of the Council. Consultations among the Electoral Groups 
should take place ahead of time to identify a strong and consensual President. 
 
In conformity with Article IV, § 6, of the Statutes of the IBE, according to which: “The 
Council may set up subsidiary bodies to assist in the execution of its specific tasks”, the 
Administrative Group has been set up in past years with representatives from each of the six 
Electoral Groups. Its members may be re-elected for a second term. 
 
During the last biennium, the Administrative Group consisted of representatives of the 
following Member States:  

 Chairperson:  Group IV (Asia/Pacific): Malaysia; 
 Members:   Group I (Western Europe/North America): Switzerland; 

Group II (Central/Eastern Europe): Latvia; 
Group III (Latin America/Caribbean): Dominican Republic; 
Group Va (Africa): Benin; 
Group Vb (Arab States): Jordan.  

 
Benin, Latvia and Jordan are no longer Members of the Council. In conformity with the 
Statutes of the IBE, which foresee that the Steering Committee (and its subsidiary body) 
remains in office until the new bodies have been elected, the Administrative Group will be 
convened in its present form and will meet on 25-26 January 2010. Interested Member States 
may assign a representative as an observer.  
 
 

DECISION 
The Council is invited:  
- to elect a President and five Vice-presidents for a period of two years; 
- to elect, for the same period, the members of the Administrative Group. 
 

 
 
4. Address by Ms. Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO (or her 

representative) 
  

4.1 The Director-General of UNESCO will be given the floor to address the Members 
of the Council on the new vision of UNESCO and Education, the role of the Category 
I Institutes and, in particular, of the IBE. 
 
4.2 An exchange of views with the Members of the Council will follow. 
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5. IBE activities during 2009 
 DOCUMENTS: UNESCO/BIE/C.59/2 Report of the Director; 59/Inf. 2 Pre-Final 

Accounts at 31 December 2009 and UNESCO/BIE/C.59/Inf. 3 Report of the 
Administrative Group, which will be distributed at the beginning of the meeting. 
 

5.1 The Director will present the salient points of the report on activities during 2009. 
 

5.2 The Council will take note of the first part of the Administrative Group’s Report 
on activities completed in 2009.  
 

5.3 The Council will discuss the report of activities.  
 
 
Wednesday, 27 January from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
 
6. Forum: “Inclusive Education with special focus on curriculum development” 

DOCUMENTS: UNESCO/BIE/C.59/Inf.5 Programme of the Forum, which will be 
distributed on the same day.  
 
6.1 The forum aims at discussing in depth, and with a particular focus on curriculum 
development, how an inclusive education approach can further accelerate the 
attainment of Education for All (EFA) goals as well as contribute to building more 
inclusive societies. A panel of keynote speakers from diverse perspectives will 
facilitate the debate around key issues.  
 
6.2 The Council Members will be invited to engage in the discussion and share their 
views and opinions. 

 
 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Vernissage of new publications, followed by the traditional IBE 

cocktail at the Varembé Conference Centre. 
 
 
Thursday, 28 January from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

IBE Activities during 2009 (Item 5 continued)  
 
5.4 The Director and/or the programme co-ordinators will reply to the Council 
Members questions.  
 

5.5 The Council will proceed to approve the Report of Activities for 2009. 
 

5.6. The Council will proceed to approve the Pre-Final Accounts for 2009 and the 
Appropriation Resolution for 2009.  

 
 

DECISION 
In conformity with the Statutes of the IBE stating that it will “supervise the 
implementation of the programme of activities of the Bureau”, the Council is invited:  
- to discuss the report by the Director on the activities carried out during 2009 and 

approve it;  
- to discuss the part of the Administrative Group’s Report concerning activities in 

2009 and adopt it; 
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- to approve the Pre-Final Accounts of the IBE for 2009 and the Appropriation 
Resolution for 2009;  

- to delegate to its Steering Committee the authority to approve the audited accounts 
for 2009. 

 

 
 
7.  The IBE programme of activities for 2010  

DOCUMENTS: UNESCO/BIE/C.59/3 Report of the Director and C.59/Inf.3 Report of 
the Administrative Group, which will be distributed at the beginning of the meeting.  

 
7.1 The Director will present the proposals for a programme of activities, as well as 
the draft budget for 2010. 
 

7.2 The Council will take note of the part of the Administrative Group’s Report on the 
proposed activities and budget for 2010. 
 

7.3 The Council will discuss the proposed programmes in 2010. 
 

7.4 The Director and/or the programme co-ordinators will reply to the Council 
Members questions. 
 

7.5 The Council will proceed to adopt the proposed Programme of Activities for 2010 
and budget. 

 
 

DECISION 
In conformity with the Statutes of the IBE which stipulate that it is responsible for 
defining “in detail, within the framework of the programme and budget adopted by the 
General Conference and taking available extra-budgetary resources into account, as 
appropriate, the activities to be undertaken by the Bureau”, the Council is invited:  
- to comment upon the Director’s proposed programmes and budget for 2010; 
- to discuss the part of the Administrative Group’s Report concerning the 2010 

programme and adopt it;  
-  to approve the proposed programme of activities for 2010;  
- to approve the proposed budget and the draft Appropriation Resolution  for 2010.  
    

 
 
Thursday, 28 January from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
8. Follow-up on the implementation of the recommendations of the 48th session of 

the International Conference on Education (ICE) and reflection on the future 
ICE session. 
 
8.1 The Director has already introduced this item in connection with the presentations 
on the ICE follow-up programme carried out by the IBE in 2009 and the planned 
activities on Inclusive Education in 2010. 
 

8.2 The Council will be invited to discuss and explore different options on the possible 
future session of the ICE, and may look into issues like its periodicity vis-à-vis the 
UNESCO planning cycles (C4 and C5), other UNESCO international conferences on 
Education, mechanisms for fund raising, required human and financial resources, and 
others. 
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9. Discussion on IBE’s fundraising strategy 
 

9.1 The Director will make an oral presentation and inform the Council on the main 
strategic orientations that have guided the IBE in its resource mobilization efforts and 
the planned next steps.     
 

9.2 The Council is invited to discuss and make recommendations.     
 
 
Friday, 29 January from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

10. Establishment of a Working Group in charge of finalizing the “Strategy aimed at 
making the IBE UNESCO’s Centre of Excellence in curriculum-related matters” 
DOCUMENT: UNESCO/BIE/C.59/Inf.4, Draft Terms of Reference and calendar for 
the Working Group.    

 
10.1 At its 35th session, the General Conference of UNESCO was informed (35 C/18) 
of the main steps taken and the progress achieved in preparing a strategy for the IBE 
to become the UNESCO centre of excellence in curriculum-related matters. According 
to the related 35th General Conference’s resolution, the draft Terms of Reference 
(TOR) should be submitted to the 59th session of the Council to reflect the scope of 
work and the calendar for the establishment of a Working Group charged with the 
finalization of the Strategy;  
 
10.2 The Director will inform the Council about the background for this item and will 
introduce the draft TOR for the establishment of the Working Group and its calendar. 
 
10.3 The Council will discuss the proposed TOR and calendar. 

  
 

DECISION 
The Council is invited:  
-   to take note of the proposed Terms of Reference and Calendar of the Working 

Group and approve them, or suggest amendments. 
 

 
 
11. Dates for the 60th session of the Council 
 
 

DECISION 
The Council is invited:  
-  to establish the dates of: a) the 60th session of the Council, according to the 

established procedures, in January 2011; b) the meeting of the Steering Committee 
in early summer 2010. 

 

 
 
12. Any other business 
 
 
 



UNESCO/BIE/C.59/1/Prov./Add. 
Page 10 

13. Adoption of the Decisions of the 59th session  
 DOCUMENT: UNESCO/BIE/C.59/Decisions/Prov. 
 
 

DECISION 
In conformity with the Rules of Procedure of the IBE Council (IV, Section XI, Rule 22), 
which foresee that “the Council shall approve at each session the text of the decisions 
adopted during that session” and that “the text shall be published during the month 
following the end of the session”, the Council is invited: 
-  to review the texts of the draft Decisions of the 59th session; 
-  to adopt them; 
-  to request the Council Secretariat to publish the text by the beginning of March 

2010.  
 

 
 
14.  Closing of the 59th session 
 
 


