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His Excellency Im Sethy has been appointed as the Minister of 
Education, Youth and Sport of Cambodia in September 2008. 
At the beginning of his career was a High School Teacher 
(1968-71) followed by a Staff, Direction of Education of 
Municipality (1971-75). He was a slave worker in the Khmer 
Rouge regime (1975-79). After 1979 he restarted working for 
the Ministry of Education as a Bureau Chief (1979-88) and a 
Chief of Cabinet (1988-91). From 1991 to 1993 he had been 
appointed as Deputy Minister, and Assistant to the Prime 
Minister. In the National Election 1993, he was a Member of 
the Parliament and elected as a member of the Parliamentary 
Commission for Foreign Affairs, International Cooperation and 
Press. He was also a Member of the Parliament elected in 
1998, 2003 and July 2008. The Minister earned his Bachelor 
of Education and Diploma of Teaching Secondary Education. 

His academic background started from Faculty of Sciences (1966-70), Faculty of Pedagogy 
(1968-69), Faculty of Law and Economics Science (1971-75), Faculty of Literature and 
Humanities (1972-75) and School of Education Administration (1987-89).  

Inclusive Education: "The Way of the Future" 

On behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia, I would like to express my 
sincere thanks and congratulations to UNESCO for organizing the 48th session of 
the International Conference on Education. My appreciations go to all participants, 
particularly my fellow Ministers from around the world. In the spirit of partnership 
building, I very appreciate the opportunity to discuss and share experiences on 
how to cooperate, develop and implement "inclusive policies for assessing 
achievements towards EFA".  
Cambodia with assistance from the international community are working together 
to achieve EFA goals by 2015. Guided by the EFA framework, the Ministry has 
formulated a five year plan 2006-2010; Education Strategic Plan and Education 
Sector Support Program, as such there are two key policies that embody the 
principles of EFA with specific reference to child friendly actions.  
Of particular interest in those policies we find emphasis on training and equipping 
teachers capable of addressing children with disabilities. We also learn that the 
concerns of child inclusiveness grows with an increase in population and an 
increase in access to education, thus the policies stipulate efforts to improve and 
expand the supply of teachers, while also focusing on teaching and learning 
materials which are in drastic need in the Cambodian schools.  
Beyond the formal sector, we recognize that non-formal education is immensely 
important to the future of this nation, thus we must pay special attention to out-
of school youth and adults who have not completed their schooling. We are 
continually looking for ways to encourage these groups to attain an education 
through the non-formal sector.  
I am extremely encouraged to see the 48th ICE sessions as it shows you are 
deeply interested in these key issues. Building an inclusive education system has 
never been easy, yet we are dedicated to these concepts and know it is the right 
thing to do for all children and youth.  
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