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Semere Russom was born on July, 1943. He began his professional life 
as a teacher. He traveled to the United States as a student at the 
University of Oklahoma, but terminated his studies in 1976 to serve in 
the Eritrean People's Liberation Front.After Eritrea's independence he 
served as Eritrean ambassador to the United States and Canada. 
Afterwards he continued his career in public service as Director of 
European Affairs in the Eritrea Ministry of Foreign Affairs until 2001.On 
January 2002, Mr. Semere Russom left the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 
become the Mayor of Asmara and the Administrator of the Central 
Region of Eritrea. In April 2007 he was appointed to head the Ministry of 
Education while continuing service as the Mayor and Administrator of 
Asmara, and the Central Region respectively. 

Inclusive Education: Excluding Exclusion 

Realizing that education is a fundamental human right and a potent force for social 
transformation, Eritrea has made remarkable efforts to promote and expand educational 
facilities since the wake of independence. Its all-out efforts, aimed at outreaching all 
citizens, irrespective of corporal or spiritual capabilities or deformities related to physical, 
emotional or behavioral difficulties caused by different factors congenital or postnatal. 
The provision of such equal opportunity responsive to the diversity needs of all learners 
has been under girded by unequivocal provision in both the National Macro Policy (1994) 
and the revised National Education Policy (2003) documents. Accordingly, basic 
education, through both formal and non-formal means, is free and compulsory to all 
citizens, irrespective of differences in race, gender, ethnicity, religion, social class, ability 
and location. 

In Eritrea, Inclusive Education is part of the whole package of the educational system. 
Accordingly, efforts have been made to see to it that education is catered for all including 
those affected by HIV and AIDS. To this effect, the Ministry of Education has formulated 
a Guideline on Inclusive and Special Needs Education (IE/SNE) in 2002 which is designed 
to serve as a lighthouse to all practitioners in this cause. This has been piloted in three 
Administrative Regions from 2003-2005. 

Considering that Inclusive Education contributes to Millennium Development Goals, 
universal primary education and to the global movement of EFA, plans and activities are 
underway. In consonance with this global pledge and moral incumbency, and in line with 
the “Standard Rules on the Equalization of opportunities for Persons with Disabilities” 
(1993), Inclusive Education in Eritrea, against all backdrops, is in progress within and 
without the mainstream educational facilities. However, in the process of implementation, 
the country falls short of resources to reach the unreached, particularly those in the 
disadvantaged circumstances and remote areas. Construction of additional facilities for 
Inclusive Education, development of special curriculum training of more experts and 
teachers, the need for extra funds for community sensitization and orientation, for the 
publication of designed materials are also some of the teething problems faced at this 
moment. In this regard, we expect technical and professional assistance from Unesco 
and other education-affiliated international communities.  

To recap, in bringing the mission of Inclusive Education home, Eritrea is in the process of 
identification and making a statutory assessment for a sustainable and systemic 
provision and the relevant organizations have been induced to join hands in removing or 
diminishing all barriers to learning. 
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