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Prof. Samson Ongeri is the Minister for Education.  He previously 
served in the Ministries of health; local government; and technical 
training and applied technology. He has served the people of 
Kenya in many other significant roles; the most recent being a 
member of the National Dialogue Reconciliation team led by H.E, 
Kofi Annan; after the post election violence experienced in Kenya. 
His other roles have included being a Medical Officer of Health, 
and the Chair of the Ongeri Foundation which promotes health, 
education, and environment and development issues. His 
remarkable service to humanity has earned him several 
international and national honours and decorations, among them 
the International Amateur Athletics Federation (I.A.A.F) Veterans 
Pin, state commendations- Elder of the Golden Heart (E.G.H.) and 

Elder of the Burning Spear (E.B.S.). He has also been awarded the Jimmy Carter Centre 
for Guinea-Worm Eradication programme trophy in Kenya. Prof. Samson Ongeri holds a 
Bachelor of Medicine and Surgery degree from University of Bombay. He is a member of 
the Royal College of Physicians in UK. He is renowned for the many academic positions he 
held while teaching at the University of Nairobi between 1972 and 1989. He left lecturing 
as a Professor, Department of Paediatrics and Child Health to join politics.  
 

Kenya’s Approaches to Inclusive Education 
 

The International Conference of Education (ICE) remains a unique meeting place 
for all Ministers of Education because it provides opportunities for deriving best 
practices from experiences shared. I am delighted to note that the 48th session 
of ICE will focus on “Inclusive Education: The Way of the Future.”  This theme is 
timely as it will enable us to focus on the needs of the silent majority, who have 
been excluded from the education system, either directly or indirectly.   

 

For us in Kenya, our national education goals are aimed at ensuring full 
participation of all learners, regardless of gender, social and economic status, 
ethnicity, geographical location, special learning needs, age and religion; thus 
embracing inclusive education. We have moved away from the traditional view of 
inclusive education as “providing education for children with special needs” to a 
model of inclusion that provides quality education for all children through 
deliberate recognition and respect of their diversity. We consider education as a 
fundamental right to every child and provide opportunities for equity of access 
from early childhood development/education to the secondary school level.  

Provision of free primary and day secondary education is one of the recent 
initiatives for an all inclusive education in Kenya. 

Kenya; through policy documents such as the Sessional Paper No. 1 of 2005, 
Gender and HIV/AIDS policies and Vision 2030, has put in place strategies to 
ensure access, equity, quality and relevance of education with specific focus on 
the vulnerable groups.  However, despite these efforts, challenges to inclusive 
education remain. These include: practices; gender considerations and religion 
based barriers; as well as the negative effects of HIV/AIDS and poverty.  Some 
ongoing counter initiatives include provision of mobile schools for nomadic 
communities; provision of alternative curriculum in secondary education for out of 
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school youth; increased support to non-formal education centres; multi-grade 
and multi-shift teaching in schools. Other initiatives that address the needs of the 
vulnerable groups include provision of grants and bursaries to learners; 
affirmative action in university admission for female students and those from 
ASAL areas.  

As we endeavour to realize our objectives in inclusive education, I am confident 
that this conference will provide a forum of learning new approaches for tackling 
the challenges facing us.  I therefore, look forward to benefiting from the 
proceedings of the conference. 
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