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Dr Chan Nyein assumed office of the Minister for Education of 
Myanmar on 10th August, 2005. Formerly, he served as the 
Deputy Minister for Science and Technology.  From 1967  to 1997 
he served at the Mechanical Engineering Department of Yangon 
Institute of Technology where he rose from Instructor to Head of 
Department. Dr. Chan Nyein was conferred the B.E. (Mechanical) 
degree from Yangon Technological University in 1967 and he 
studied for M.Sc., D.I.C, and Ph.D. degrees from 1973 to 1979 at 
Imperial College, University of London, UK. He was also a Post 
Doctoral Research fellow at MIT, Boston, USA from 1985 to 1986. 
 

 
 
Education is a fundamental requirement for individual social and national 

development 
 

Myanmar considers education to be a fundamental requirement for individual, 
social and national development and the strengthening of national unity. 
Myanmar is developing the education sector with the vision "To create an 
education system that can generate a learning society capable of facing the 
challenges of the Knowledge Age". With a view to promote access to quality 
education, Myanmar has been implementing the Thirty-Year Long-Term National 
Education Development Plan since the 2001-2002 FY. 

In expanding access to education, the Myanmar Ministry of Education is also 
giving emphasis to the development of Inclusive Education to ensure education 
opportunities for children with disabilities. Special programs are developed for 
children residing in remote and border areas, mobile schools are opened for 
children from mobile families. In promoting access to education, post-primary 
schools, affiliated and branch schools are opened; and special programmes for 
over-aged children and Non-Formal Primary Education (NFPE) programmes are 
introduced. On the other hand, literacy and continuing education programmes are 
being expanded in Myanmar as one of the means to reach a wide range of age 
groups and realize Myanmar's Education for All goals. Literacy programmes are 
also being integrated with income generation programmes to assist in the 
development of rural areas. The Community Learning Centres and village libraries 
are set up all over the country and they play an important role in the provision of 
sustainable post-literacy and continuing education programmes. 

I would like to express my best wishes for the success of the 48th session of ICE 
on the theme "Inclusive Education: The Way of the Future" as it will provide a 
valuable opportunity to share our experiences and strategies in striving to ensure 
that we reach every child in our mission to provide quality education that meets 
the demands of knowledge societies. 

 
Messages of Ministers of Education 

1


