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Hüseyin Çelik is an Associate Professor of Turkish Language and 
Literature. He studied and researched in major European 
Universities and libraries on the “Society of New Ottomans”, the 
first political movement in Ottoman Empire. He has written 
numerous books and articles on intellectual and political history as 
well as Turkish literature and culture. He was elected as an MP in 
1999 representing the province of Van and then Deputy Chairman 
of the Group in the Parliament. He was reelected in 2002 
Elections.  He was the Minister of Culture in the 58th Government 
and the Minister of Education in the 59th Government of Republic 
of Turkey. Presently he is the Minister of National Education in  
the 60th Cabinet. He is fluent in English. 
 

 
A campaign that leads children to the future 

 
For the last ten years several programs, campaigns and projects have been quite 
successful in including children into basic education. “Girls, let’s go to school” 
campaign is worth mentioning in this regard.  Some 50 % enrolment disparity 
between boys and girls urged us take an action that would mobilize the society. 
We have launched “Girls, let’s go to school” campaign in 2003. With the help of 
volunteers, teachers and frontline workers an intensive door-to-door campaign 
was launched prior to every new school year. The campaign has highly been 
welcomed by all partners, related public agencies and institutions, media, non-
governmental organizations and local administrations. 
 
The campaign has targeted girls of 6-14 age groups who have never started 
primary school or left school or not attended school regularly. It was first initiated 
in 10 provinces where the schooling rate was the lowest, then gradually covered 
all over Turkey. The number of girls schooled has risen to 280.000 in five years.   
 
Recently, my Ministry has adopted new approaches in order to systemize the 
campaign from 2008 onwards.  With a module added to e-School data base, 
children who do not have school enrolment or who are not attending school 
regularly will be monitored at the school level with the help of data provided by 
General Directorate of Register and Citizenship. The ultimate goal is to realize % 
100 school enrolment of all the children who are at the compulsory school age by 
the year 2013. 
 
We are committed to fundamental policies to increase the effectiveness of the 
educational system by spreading opportunities for access to education at every 
level; establishing necessary infrastructure for ICT integrated education; 
designing new curricula to the new needs of individuals and based on individual 
learning; and transforming educational institutions into learning environments for 
the whole society. 

 
Messages of Ministers of Education 


