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The two goals for us here in addressing the issue of 
curriculum and poverty alleviation and HIV and AIDS 
are:

to define together common priority issues regarding 
curriculum development and reforms so that issues 
related to poverty alleviation and HIV and AIDS 
education are properly addressed by the curricula of 
basic education

To discuss ways to continue to work together on 
these issues (in a multi country approach and/or at 
country level)

Show the linkages between poverty, HIV and AIDS 
and inclusive education

The objectives of sessions 
on poverty alleviation and HIV & AIDS 
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To act as UNESCO’s centre specialized in contents, 
methods and structures of education 

It builds networks to share expertise on and build national 
capacities for curriculum change and development in all 
regions of the world

It aims to: 

support Member States in curriculum design and 
implementation, 
improve practical skills of curriculum specialists
promote international dialogue on educational 
policies

IBE’s mission
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Links between curriculum 
and poverty alleviation (1) 

Questions to be explored

Does our basic education curriculum contribute to poverty
alleviation? (prescribed and implemented curriculum)

What is poverty in our country? Who is most affected?

How does poverty affect education quality in our country?

What can we change in our basic education curriculum?
(prescribed and implemented curriculum)

How can we change it? 
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Links between curriculum 
and poverty alleviation (2) 

Educational policies and strategies (mainly Poverty Reduction 
Strategy Papers - PRSP): the main focus is on access and quality, in 
terms of infrastructure and management of education systems. 

EFA plans and guidelines on contents, teaching and leaning and 
school life are very general.

Curricular policies are often inadequate or insufficient, in particular 
in linking curriculum development process and implementation 
process

The need to change teaching and learning strategies is key and 
strategies need to move beyond the simple idea of schooling for all 
children to ensure that:
- parents and children, including the poorest, find school meaningful
- all children remain in school, including the poorest, and that their
achievement improves

Achieve quantity and quality
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Links between curriculum 
and poverty alleviation (3) 

To understand the complex relations between curriculum 
and poverty, it is necessary to analyze: 

The official prescribed basic education curriculum

Other components and dimensions of the education 
system, such as teacher training, availability of 
teaching and learning materials, assessment of 
students’ achievements, or school and class 
management

Other factors outside the curriculum, such as the 
family and social context or the economic and 
political situation 

Complex conditions, dimensions and causes of 
poverty, including the very concrete situations at the 
personal, community and societal



7

School Curriculum

extra- and co-curriculum activities, social, welfare and 
counseling services, school meals, etc.

Teacher education curriculum
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Curriculum development process
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Rationales for curriculum change
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Curriculum and poverty alleviation

Curriculum change: 
both a technical and a complex political process

How to change?

How to change?

How to change?

Fights 
poverty?

Contributes 
to poverty?

1) Prescribed
curriculum

2)  Implemented
Curriculum 

Teaching & learning 
material
Teachers
School management
Community 
participation

Prescribed curric
ulum:

analyze & compare 

What to
 change ?

Implementrd curriculum:

Field visits, cases 

studies, discussions on 

practical examples

What to change ?
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What is poverty?
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Main results from Francophone 
Sub-Saharan Africa (1)

Beyond limiting access to education, poverty is also a 
strong excluding factor from learning processes

Areas for which work neds to be done:

1. understanding of needs of learners and all other 
stakeholders in contexts of poverty

2. equity between boys and girls, in the curriculum: contents, 
pedagogic appraoches, manuals, timetables, relevace nad 
equity of education opportunities offered to girls

3. relevance of contents and pedagogical approach in regard 
with the needs of local contexts

4. balance in the curriculum between theory and practice, 
between generic or global contents and those specific to the 
context

5. teacher education and roles of teachers
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Main results from Francophone 
Sub-Saharan Africa (2)

6. flexibility for implementation of curriculum at decentralised 
levels

7. importance of the language of instruction and new 
approaches of bilingual education

8. evaluation of learning outcomes, including conditions for 
promotion in next grade or repetition, etc. 

9. roles of inspectors
10.school management and its impact on quality of education
11.policy dialogue at all levels and stages of curriculum 

processes
12.new/improved ways to understand, share and use good and 

« less good » practice examples
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Possible steps to move forwards (1)

1) Acquire new knowledge and tools:
Better understanging of relevant links between poverty and the 
curriculum
Realization of the necessity to build a strong vision (what schools 
for what Africa?) 
Awareness of need for changing the curriculum and inputs on 
what and how to change (prescribed and implemented curriculum) 
– capacity to address the taboos of “traditional” education
Awareness of processes at work and tools to achieve change 
(policy dialogue)
Better understanding of learners’ and all other actors’ needs in 
contexts of poverty
Tool to analyse the curriculum (strengths and weaknesses)
Tool to understand an make good use of so-called “best practices”
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Possible steps to move forwards (2)

2)  Change the curriculum and its conditions of implementation
in the curriculum development process (policy dialogue)
in the prescribed curriculum (goals, contents, organisation)
In the conditions of implementation 

3) Build a community of practice
On-going exchange of experience and building of a community of 
thought and practice on curriculum reform 
Learning processes at work among members of the community
Valorisation of existing expertise in the South
Avenues for concrete South-South cooperation
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