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Changing contexts: society of knowledge,
globalisation and peace building

New technologies (ICT) and their omnious presence in 
all domains of life
New relationships and linkages between information 
and knowledge
Globalization and regulation (or: absence of 
regulation?)
Inequities (old and new) 
EFA and individual and collective well-being as 
foundation for peace and against exclusion

Education - schools, which exclude, means that 
education  schools - don’t do their job properly
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Contradictions structuring our present and future:

Global citizenship and local identities
Freedom and growing inequities
Techologies and humanism/idealism
Individualism and mass culture
Cultural diversity and pressure towards uniformity
Rationality and fanatism
Democracy and totalitarism

Changing contexts: 
Managing contradictions
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Children and youth have new learning needs: access to 
and use of information; new ways to build knowledge
Life long learning: autonomy and responsibility in own 
learning processes
Need to go beyond diplomas; acquire competencies for 
life, for action (action can change our lives, not diplomas) 
EFA and the necessary changes that traditional 
education must undergo; meaning of knowledge; 
learning for acting (against poverty, for peace, for 
sustainable development, etc.)

Consequences for EFA and 
organization of  learning and teaching
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Profile of teachers to respond 
to new contextual conditions (1)

Teachers need to interact at two levels: citizenship 
(personal and social register) and competencies 
(professionnal register)

Competences relative to citizenship:

an individual who is “credible”, 
an intercultural mediator, 
a community animator, 
respectful of laws and rules, 
contributing to the democratic functionning of the 
community (starting with her/his practice in schools and 
beyond)
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Professionnal competencies : 

Beyond providing knowledge, teachers must be able to:

organize pedagogies for effective learning 
be a warrant of the meaning of knowledge (why 
learning and what for)
create learning situations 
manage and organize heterogeneity 
regulate education processes and “parcours”

Profile of teachers to respond 
to new contextual conditions (2)



7

Consequences for teacher education (1)

Teacher education must also prepare teachers to: 

feel and show empathy with learners, parents and the 
community
cooperate with collegues
be critical towards traditional education, habits, routines
be confident when faced with difficulties (support, 
supervision…)
trust the future
show curiosity and eagerness to learn new things
use resources carefully
show responsibility towards their tasks 
And???



8

Group work

What should teachers be able to do in order 
to address issues linked to poverty in their 
day to day practice?
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