
An international centre 
of excellence in curriculum
The IBE is a leading UNESCO Institute in the field of curriculum, 
valued both for its specialist knowledge, expertise and networks, and for 
providing curriculum support services that include up-to-date, evidence-
based information and technical assistance to UNESCO Member States. 

We enhance networking opportunities 
and facilitate policy dialogue
We continually strengthen our partnerships to enhance networking and 
collaboration globally. Our Community of Practice (COP) in Curriculum 
Development provides a platform for policy dialogue, facilitating the sharing 
of visions, approaches, experiences and data related to curriculum innovation 
and change.

We map regional and national trends to ascertain more clearly curriculum 
practices, developments and needs in local contexts. In this we aim to 
strengthen South-South cooperation by broadening access to developing 
country experience and expertise and by identifying innovative Southern 
solutions to problems and challenges in developing countries.

Research and publications
The IBE serves as a knowledge broker, partnering with university-based 
researchers and other research networks to make the latest research 
conclusions, good practices, policy proposals and trends in the field
accessible to leaders of curriculum innovation and development globally.

The IBE produces, among other publications in the field:
• the journal, Prospects: quarterly review of comparative education; 
• the book series, Studies in Curriculum and Comparative Education;
• the Educational Practices series, in collaboration with the International 

Academy of Education; and
• the Working Papers on Curriculum Issues.

The International Conference on Education
Since the 1930s the IBE has organized the 
International Conference on Education, a major 
policy dialogue forum for ministers of education 
from around the world.

Future conferences will serve as a creative 
forum on the priorities of UNESCO’s Education 
Sector in the light of questions related to 
educational quality, relevance, equity and 
inclusion. 

Curriculum matters
Knowledge and education are among the major factors contributing to 
sustainable development, economic growth and the reduction of poverty – and it 
is the curriculum that is foundational to educational reforms aimed at the 
achievement of high quality learning outcomes.

We work with Member States as they seek to enhance student learning 
most effectively through a quality curriculum that is inclusive and relevant, 
by providing: 
• capacity development and technical support and advice;
• curriculum-related knowledge, experience and expertise; and
• knowledge sharing through an evidence-based policy dialogue around 

good curriculum practice.
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The IBE offers free 
access to a wide range 
of curricular resources 
on its website
www.ibe.unesco.org 

The IBE’s global and 
comparative insights into 
curriculum, combined with 
its technical expertise 
and experience, its reach 
and its networks, make it 
unique among institutions 
in the field
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We develop capacity
… through our Diploma courses in curriculum 
design and development
We offer an accredited Diploma in curriculum design and development, 
provided in collaboration with, among other partners, local academic institutions 
in Latin America and Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Our Curriculum Resource Pack underpins the Diploma 
course. Its modules address different aspects of the 

curriculum development process, such as policy 
dialogue and formulation; curriculum design, 

management, implementation and evaluation; the 
development of textbooks and other learning 
materials; and assessment of and for learning. 

… and through our customized 
workshops and training materials
To respond to the specific needs of Member 

States, we offer customized capacity 
development courses and workshops that focus 

on the particular competencies that policy decision-
makers, curriculum developers, teacher educators 

and practitioners require to lead processes of curriculum 
development in their own contexts. 

We support these initiatives through our professional development 
materials and training manuals, which include, among others: 
• guidelines on the inclusion of peace education and conflict 

resolution in the curriculum;
• a practical guide for the development of competencies in HIV and AIDS 

education; and 
• capacity development material for curricular innovation

in Sub-Saharan African countries.

We provide long-term and tailored support 
to meet Member States’ specific 
priorities and needs
The IBE provides long-term support for comprehensive, system-wide 
curriculum development processes, mostly, but certainly not exclusively, 
in poor, post-conflict and transition countries.

We also provide demand-driven, tailored policy advice and technical 
support to countries involved in processes of curriculum innovation and change. 
This includes assistance in, among others, areas such as:
• inclusive education;
• gender equality;
• the integration of competencies into the curriculum;
• literacy in the early grades; and
• the integration of cross-curricular issues, such as

− education for local and global citizenship; and
− education for sustainable development.

We offer a robust, wide-ranging 
and up-to-date knowledge base 
Our Clearinghouse services include the dissemination of relevant research 
findings to inform innovative and effective curriculum policy and practice.

The IBE website provides user-friendly access to a range of resources 
and information, serving as an essential means of knowledge sharing and 
dissemination, supplemented by our Documentation and Alert services. 

The IBE’s resources include:
• the Curriculum Collection Database, which provides access to curricula and 

curriculum frameworks from around the world; other databases such as World 
Data on Education and Country Dossiers; and a digital library of National 
Reports; 

• reference materials such as our Glossary of Curriculum Terminology and 
the online IBE catalogue, IBEDOCs; and

• our rich historical collections and archives, including our unique textbook 
collection, dating back to the 1700s.

Founded in 1925, and 
fully integrated into 
UNESCO in 1969, 
the IBE is the oldest of 
the UNESCO Institutes

The IBE works with the leaders 
of curriculum innovation and 
development in UNESCO Member 
States globally. We offer them 
new perspectives on complex 
curriculum issues, so that they 
can make decisions about 
curriculum change according 
to local conditions, through 
an informed consideration of 
the comparative advantages 
of different possibilities and 
strategies

The challenge of learning 
quality lies at the heart 
of the global drive for 
educational equity. 
The IBE – with its expertise 
in the effective and inclusive 
curricula that are foundational 
to quality learning for all – 
is uniquely positioned to 
support Member States  
as they respond to 
this challenge

The IBE works in 
accordance with 
UNESCO priorities 
to contribute to high 
quality Education 
for All (EFA) and 
the Millennium 
Development Goals


