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Syrian Arab Republic 
 Revised version, April 2007. 

Principles and general objectives of education 
Article 33 of the Decree Law No. 208 of 13 March 1973, which includes the 
Constitution of the Syrian Arab Republic, defines the principles that govern education 
as follows: “Education is a right guaranteed by the State, free at all stages, and 
compulsory in the primary stage. The State shall endeavour to extend compulsory 
education to higher stages. The State supervises and directs education in order to 
ensure its adaptation to the needs of society and production.” 

In accordance with Article 22, the aim of education is: “to bring up a socialist 
Arab nationalist generation, science-oriented, deeply attached to their history and 
land, proud of their heritage, charged with the spirit of militancy for the sake of 
achieving the goals of the Arab Nation: unity, liberty and socialism, and contributing 
to the welfare and progress of humanity.” 

The main general objectives of education are the following:  

•      Bringing up citizens rooted in their Arab homeland, having deep faith in their 
Arab nationalism and its objectives of unity and liberation and building the 
socialist society, committed to the causes of their nation and land and 
believing in revolutionary behaviour as a means and practice, in a spirit of 
socialist-based responsibility. 

•      Perpetuating the science-based socialist values in the minds of the youth, 
values which underlie the cohesion of the national and socialist struggle, and 
ruling out all sorts of dissension or family, sectarian, tribal and regional fanatic 
allegiances so that all members of the Arab society shall dissolve in the mould 
of Pan-Arab unity. 

•      Preparing citizens to perform their role in a democratic society.

•      Underscoring the postulate that work is an honour and glorifying productive 
and collective work as the way to an exploitation-free society. 

•      Bringing up citizens with objective thought, enjoying a lucid science-oriented 
mind, and believing in the scientific approach to which they will resort in their 
endeavours to address the social and individual issues devoid of all sorts of 
pre-conceived notions or superstitious and metaphysical modes of thinking.  

•      Developing citizens with a mature integrated character in all ethical, mental 
and social dimensions, able to establish positive, useful and happy relations 
with their family and society, to appreciate arts and culture, and to respect 
ethical and spiritual values and human rights.
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Current educational priorities and concerns 
Since 1963, the Syrian Arab Republic has witnessed dramatic political and socio-
economic changes. Education has been at the centre of these changes, being a 
determining factor in the socio-economic progress. Expenditure on education 
increased considerably since that time. Nowadays, it is important to introduce changes 
in order to cope with the accelerating pace of technological development and the new 
scientific and educational findings. 

The government pays great attention to the further democratization of 
education (i.e. compulsory education at the primary stage, free education at all stages, 
eradicating adult illiteracy, extending access to education) and to the process of 
developing educational structures, contents, and regulations in order to improve 
quality and performance so as to attain the educational goals within the framework of 
the State’s general policy. Besides these two basic objectives, the government is also 
committed to developing educational management, enhancing the potential of the 
educational staff through pre- and in-service training, modernizing methodologies and 
technologies, devoting more emphasis to research and experimentation, developing 
the educational assessment process, and introducing computers and informatics into 
the heart of educational activity. 

A number of plans, programmes, policies and reforms are being implemented, 
dealing with all aspects of the educational process. Some examples are: 

•      integration of the primary and intermediate stages into one (basic education) 
and extension of compulsory schooling to cover intermediate education; 

•      creation of the Curriculum Development Centre; 

•      streaming 70% of intermediate school leavers to vocational and technical 
schools and the remaining 30% to general secondary schools, in accordance 
with the national plans; 

•      improving the level of qualifications of students joining vocational, 
technological and technical education; 

•      providing follow-up to the programme of in-service training at the different 
levels of education and management, in line with the most recent educational 
findings; 

•      introducing informatics and its applications in classroom teaching and 
educational management; 

•      providing school libraries with books and necessary technologies and 
entrusting them to specialists; 

•      providing appropriate care to gifted and outstanding students; 
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•      boosting the level of physical education and sports for both boys and girls at all 
educational levels.  

In recent years (1996-98), the activities promoted by the Ministry of Education 
focused on developing the content of democracy in education, ensuring equality of 
opportunity, deepening the interdependence between education and global 
development requirements, and enhancing local production of educational materials. 
Current priorities include: 

•      fostering the teaching of computer science; 

•      developing vocational education in terms of requirements and plans; 

•      training teachers for all stages of education at the university level (faculties of 
education) and developing in-service training programmes provided by 
training centres and faculties of education. 

Laws and other basic regulations concerning education 
The Decree Law No. 208 of 1973, which embodies the Constitution of the Syrian 
Arab Republic, defines the principles and objectives of education in the country. 

Law No. 35 on Compulsory Education, endorsed by the People’s Assembly on 
12 August 1981, stipulates the age (6 years) at which children are obligated to enter 
primary school (six-year programme), the competent enforcement authorities, and the 
sanctions imposed on families failing to send their children to school. This law also 
provides for incentives to be granted to both children and staff. 

The Decree Law No. 7 of 1972 on the Elimination of Illiteracy, endorsed by 
the People’s Assembly on 20 February 1972, established the Higher Council for 
Literacy in Syria under the presidency of the Prime Minister and the membership of a 
number of ministers and chiefs of popular organizations. Sub-councils have been 
created at the Governorate level under the chairmanship of the mayor and the 
membership of a number of directors of popular organizations within the 
Governorate. 

Ministerial Resolutions No. 1697/543 of 1989 and No. 3013/443 of 1991 
contain further regulations concerning pre-school education (kindergartens). Private 
education is regulated by the Law No. 160 of 1958. This Law has been amended to 
allow for more freedom in opening private kindergartens, and to allow for opening 
kindergarten classes for 5-year-old children in public elementary schools. 

The Decision No. 967 of 12 March 1997 issued by the Regional Leadership of 
the Baath Socialist Party determines that the training of teachers and teacher assistants 
will be provided in faculties of education instead of teacher-training institutes. The 
Decree No. 290 of 1997 established faculties of education in Aleppo, Tichreen and 
Al-Ba’ath universities, in addition to the faculty of education at Damascus University, 
to implement this decision. The four faculties were entrusted with the task of training 
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teachers, including those at kindergarten and elementary education levels, by virtue of 
Decree No. 61 of 1999. 

The Decision No. 15 of 2000 issued by the Regional Leadership concerns the 
development of vocational education. This decision emphasized the need to merge 
vocational and technical education into a unified vocational education system at the 
secondary level with a duration of three years, after which successful students are 
awarded the vocational secondary certificate. 

According to Law No. 32 of 7 April 2002, basic education is being 
implemented starting from the school year 2002/03. Free and compulsory basic 
education includes the primary and intermediate stages. At the end of basic education, 
students who pass the general examination are awarded the Basic Education 
Certificate.  

Administration and management of the education system 
The administration of the education system tends to be decentralized. However, 
centralized management is still prevalent with regard to planning and general 
orientation with the assistance of local authorities, i.e. directors of education, 
specialists and educational inspectors, school headmasters, popular organizations, 
youth and student federations, economic and relevant governmental authorities. 

The Ministry of Education is responsible for pre-university education 
(excluding agricultural secondary schools which are under the Ministry of 
Agriculture). The Ministry defines the educational policy on the basis of resolutions 
of the Party’s Congress and the general plan of the State, and is also responsible for 
translating the educational plans into reality. Five deputy ministers assist the Minister 
of Education and each one supervises a number of directorates and technical offices. 

The general Establishment for School Books is financially and 
administratively independent, and prints and distributes school textbooks. The 
Minister of Education chairs the meetings of the board of directors. The same occurs 
for the general Establishment for School Buildings. 

In the context of deepening the decentralization process, some authority has 
been delegated to the 14 Directorates of Education in the Governorates and to the 
Governorate councils with their different bodies. The Governorate councils and their 
executive bureaus are entitled to: open new primary, intermediate general and 
technical secondary schools, nurseries, kindergartens and summer school clubs. They 
are also authorized to apply the plan of compulsory education, provide school health 
care, implement training courses and seminars, and grant licences to open private 
primary and intermediate schools, kindergartens and evening classes. They also 
supervise the management and running of vanguard camps. 

The Ministry of Higher Education is responsible for universities, some 
intermediate and higher education institutes, and post-graduate studies. The process of 
planning and definition of academic programmes is centralized, while implementation 
is decentralized. Co-ordination is ensured by the Council of Higher Education, 
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chaired by the Minister of Higher Education; there are eight permanent committees 
within the Council. In addition, the Ministry of Higher Education supervises all 
intermediate institutes through the Supreme Council of Intermediate Institutes. 

The Ministry of Culture and several grassroot organizations are responsible 
for literacy activities. The Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour takes care of the 
disabled. 

Structure and organization of the education system 
Syrian Arab Republic: structure of the education system

 

Pre-school education 

Pre-primary education (kindergarten) caters to children aged 3-5 and lasts three years. 
Pre-primary education is not compulsory and is provided on a fee-paying basis. 

Primary education

Primary education is compulsory for all children aged 6 and lasts six years. Pupils are 
awarded a certificate after completing primary education. 
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Secondary education 

Intermediate education is free but not compulsory and lasts three years. At the end of 
this stage, successful students are awarded an Intermediate Education Diploma 
according to the option chosen (general or religious studies). According to Law No. 
32 of 2002, basic education is being implemented starting from the school year 
2002/03. Free and compulsory basic education includes the primary and intermediate 
stages. At the end of basic education, students who pass the general examination are 
awarded the Basic Education Certificate. General secondary education is also free and 
lasts three years. The first year is general study and as from the second year students 
may opt for the literary or the scientific section. Vocational secondary education 
(lasting two to three years according to the nature of vocation and training 
requirements) and technical secondary education (lasting three years) follow the 
intermediate stage. Technical secondary education comprises the following branches: 
technical industrial, commercial, and technical education for girls. Vocational 
secondary education comprises industrial and vocational education for girls. 
Vocational education programmes lasting two years have been phased out in 2000. 

Students who pass the baccalaureate exam (general or technical) can attend 
postsecondary intermediate institutes. Intermediate Teacher Institutes train assistant 
teachers and physical education teachers. Intermediate Technological Institutes 
comprise: industrial intermediate institutes, for students who have passed the technical 
industrial baccalaureate exam; banking commercial intermediate institutes, for 
students who have passed the commercial baccalaureate exam; and girls’ technical 
intermediate institutes, for girls who have passed the girls’ technical secondary 
education exam. The duration of studies is two years. Admission to the two-year 
higher institutes under the Ministry of Higher Education is limited to graduates of 
general secondary education. 

Holders of the general secondary diploma may enter universities according to 
their marks and within the quotas specified by the Council of Higher Education. The 
duration of undergraduate programmes leading to the award of the license is between 
four and five years (six years in the case of medicine), depending on the field of study 
in the different faculties. At the postgraduate level, the ‘magister’ degree is usually 
awarded after three years of study. 

The school year consists of thirty-two working weeks (not including 
examination periods), divided into two equal terms at all stages. 

The financing of education T

The State budget is the main source for financing education at all stages and the 
contribution of the private sector is negligible. The yearly budget allocation for 
education is divided into the following main sections: 

•      current budget allocated to: head office; secondary education; technical and 
vocational education; physical training institutes. 
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•      investment budget comprising: appropriations allocated to centrally 
implemented projects (including construction and equipment of technical 
education schools);  appropriations allocated to local administrations; 
operational budget transferred to directorates and primary education; 
investment budget comprising allocations for building schools at all levels 
(primary, intermediate and secondary). 

In 2002, the current budget of the Ministry of Education amounted to 31,082 million 
Syrian pounds (SP), while the investment budget amounted to SP8,208 million. It 
represented 11% of the state budget. (Ministry of Education, 2004).

The educational process T

The Higher Committee for Curricular Development, chaired by the Minister of 
Education, supervises the development of curricula. The Committee consists of 
representatives from the People's Assembly, popular organizations and university 
professors in addition to specialists from the Ministry of Education. Changes and 
innovations are introduced taking into account the general objectives and principles of 
education as well as the general educational plans. Several committees set up the new 
curricular projects which are then circulated among branch committees in the 
governorates for consideration and comments. 

A corporate committee discusses the reports received from the governorates 
and presents a report to the Higher Committee for approval. The curricula are then 
referred to the political leadership for consideration and final approval. The textbooks 
prepared according the new curricula are tested during one year. Branch committees 
in the governorates supervise this process and a trial committee at the central level 
reports on the comments received for each subject. Once the experimental application 
is completed, meetings are organized with the participation of teachers where their 
remarks and observations are taken into consideration before the final approval of the 
new curricula and textbooks. 

Pre-primary education 

Pre-primary education (kindergarten) aims at: 

•        ensuring children’s personality development (regarding their psyche, body, 
intellect, and language); 

•        helping children to interact with their mates and respect social and moral 
values; 

•        preparing children to live in a society that believes in public productive 
teamwork; 

•        training children to channel their emotions, and direct and express them in a 
good way; 
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•        developing children’s self-confidence, initiative and their ability to express 
themselves freely; 

•        developing children’s love for order and discipline, their family and land, and  
respect for collective ownership. 

In 2001/2002, there were 1,322 kindergartens with 4,077 sections. The number of 
children enrolled was 127,094, supervised by 5,436 nurses. The Ministry of Education 
encourages grassroot organizations to establish new kindergartens in order to increase 
the offer of pre-elementary education, and prepared new curricula (implemented since 
1998/99), manuals and guidelines to support the development of pre-primary 
education. In 2003/04 there were 1,431 kindergartens with 138,537 children enrolled 
and 6,365 teachers. (Ministry of Education, 2004).

Primary education 

The six-year compulsory primary education stage aims at: 

•      providing pupils with basic knowledge and developing pupils  basic skills in 
reading, writing and arithmetic, in order to prepare them to interact with their 
environment positively and to continue their studies; 

•      spreading the spirit of love, justice, equity and co-operation among pupils; 

•      forming a strong moral conscience and basic moral values such as faithfulness, 
loyalty, courage and sincerity; 

•      bringing up citizens who believe in their Arab nationality and understand its 
liberal characteristics, human dimensions and social content.

The curriculum is developed at the central level and is applied nationwide. The table 
below shows the weekly lesson timetable: 
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As mentioned, the school year is divided into two terms and at the end of each term 
the pupils are exposed to: (a) oral tests; (b) exercises and homework; (c) written tests; 
(d) terminal exam. 

The average score obtained by pupils in (a)-(c) and in the terminal exam (d), 
constitutes their results. The final, end-of-year score corresponds to the average of the 
two terminal scores. Certificates are awarded at the end of Grade VI. 

In 1995/96, the gross enrolment ratio was 98.9% and the average drop-out rate 
was 1.09%. The average number of pupils per section was 30 and the average pupil-
teacher ratio was 22.6:1. 

As mentioned, according to Law No. 32 of 2002 basic education is being 
implemented starting from the school year 2002/03. Free and compulsory basic 
education includes the primary and intermediate stages. At the end of basic education, 
students who pass the general examination are awarded the Basic Education 
Certificate. 

Intermediate and secondary education 

Intermediate and secondary education aim at: 

•      helping the students in achieving their physical, psychological, social, moral, 
national and human growth; 

•      offering a suitable climate for completing students’ emotional maturity; 

•      developing students  aesthetical appreciation, creative imagination, and respect 
for human rights; 

•      developing students  love for co-operative work, and establishing a school 
environment which can strengthen national loyalty to the Arab nation; 

•      helping students to take care of the national heritage and study it critically, 
discarding fanaticism and racial discrimination; 

•      helping the students to understand their society, its values, its relations with 
other societies and its position among them; 

•      developing students  abilities of abstract reasoning and generalization, logical 
and objective thinking and comprehension, their intellectual freedom and 
positive criticism skills. 

The intermediate stage (free but not compulsory) lasts three years, and at the end of 
this level successful students are awarded the Intermediate Education Diploma. They 
may proceed to general secondary schools (three-year course, comprising the 
scientific and the literary sections starting from the second year), at the end of which 
they sit the baccalaureate examination, or enrol into technical and vocational schools. 
At the end of the three-year technical education course, students sit the technical 
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secondary diploma (baccalaureate) examination. Religious education is not 
administered by the Ministry of Education and is organized as a six-year course, 
including the intermediate and secondary stages. 

            In 2003/04, there were 14,910 basic education schools (covering the previous 
primary and intermediate stages) with some 3.89 million students enrolled and 
205,942 teachers. There were 1,171 general secondary schools with 270,878 students 
enrolled and 27,402 teachers. The number of vocational secondary schools was 563, 
with a total enrolment of 121,744 students and 17,164 teachers. Finally, there were 96 
postsecondary intermediate institutes, with 40,039 students enrolled and 5,034 
teachers. (Ministry of Education, 2004).

At the intermediate and secondary levels, students’ evaluation is organized in 
the same manner as at the primary stage. The tables below show the weekly lesson 
timetables for intermediate and general secondary education: 
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Assessing learning achievement nationwide 

Information is not available. 

Higher education 
Higher education includes: two-year post-secondary intermediate institutes under the 
Ministry of Education (Intermediate Teacher-Training Institutes and Intermediate 
Technological Institutes) or other ministries (Agriculture, Industry, etc.); two-year 
post-secondary higher institutes and centres under the Ministry of Higher Education 
(the Higher Institute of Drama and the Higher Institute of Music are under the 
Ministry of Culture); and universities (in the number of four: Damascus, Aleppo, 
Tishreen and Al-Ba'ath), also supervised by the Ministry of Higher Education. 

In 1997/98, there were 120 intermediate institutes, of which 97 were affiliated 
to different ministries and 23 to the four universities. After two years of study, 
graduates from intermediate institutes are awarded an assistant certificate. 
Universities and higher institutes award a bachelor’s degree after four years of study 
in the case of basic sciences, humanities, economics, law, education, fine arts, 
physical education, Sharia (or Islamic law), and nursing; after five years in the case of 
architecture, pharmacy, dentistry, veterinary medicine, civil engineering, mechanical 
and electrical engineering, agriculture, chemical and petroleum engineering; or after 
six years in the case of medicine. 
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A diploma of qualification and specialization is awarded after one year of 
study following the bachelor’s degree, and a post-graduate diploma is awarded after 
one to two years of study (post-graduate certificate after three to four years of study in 
the case of medicine). A master’s degree requires one year of study after the post-
graduate diploma, and a doctorate two years of study after the master’s degree. 

The principle of free education is also applied at the post-secondary and 
university levels. Student admission is based on the total scores in the General 
Secondary Certificate, and the capacity of each faculty or institute. Some faculties 
apply an entrance exam, such as the faculties of architecture, fine arts and physical 
education. In 1996, there were 161,196 students enrolled in universities (53 faculties). 
In the same year, there were 46,628 students enrolled in a total of 135 institutes 
(intermediate and higher). In 1996, teaching staff at universities amounted to 5,736; 
the percentage of academic staff (professors, associate professors and lecturers) was 
59%, and the number of professors represented 21% of academic staff. Academic 
staff must hold at least a master’s degree. 

Special education 
Pupils with different handicaps attend ordinary primary school unless there is a 
certain reason that invalidates this rule. In this case, those pupils are admitted to 
special schools and institutes controlled by the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour. 

The education system takes care of exceptionally gifted pupils and students, 
and at all educational levels programmes, activities and symposia are organized to 
identify the especially talented ones. Those students are then rigorously tested and 
placed into several categories according to their specific abilities. For example, at the 
primary stage vanguard education focuses on curricular and extra-curricular activities 
aiming at developing pupils’ abilities and talents. 

Private education 
Private education comprises: schools sponsored by individuals or societies 
(kindergartens; primary, intermediate and secondary schools; vocational, technical 
and language evening laboratories and centres); and foreign schools established in 
accordance with Law No. 167 of 1959, with their own curricula as well as two Arabic 
classes per week, for non-Syrians and non-Palestinians. 

The Ministry of Education–through different bodies–is responsible for private 
education and supervises all activities in schools. Private schools apply the same 
curriculum as in public schools and follow the same regulations regarding admission 
and evaluation of students. 

In 2001/02, educational establishments in the private sector (owned by 
individuals and corporate bodies) included: 192 primary schools with 85,420 pupils 
enrolled; 68 intermediate schools with 14,592 students enrolled; and 50 general 
secondary schools with 18,413 students enrolled. About 54% of kindergartens were in 
the private sector. 
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Means of instruction, equipment and infrastructure 
The Ministry of Education is careful to make school textbooks available on the first 
day of the school year. Textbooks are printed by the public sector printing houses and 
there are plans to establish a printing house exclusively for the Ministry. Textbooks 
are free at the primary stage and sold at token prices at the intermediate and secondary 
levels. 

Textbooks are accompanied by teacher’s guides, translating educational 
objectives into practical, applicable and measurable activities. Elaboration of 
textbooks is generally the task of a team comprised of university professors, senior 
inspectors of the subject concerned, educational researchers, and specialized teachers. 
Textbooks are evaluated before printing by specialized committees, and after adoption 
they are evaluated by specialized inspectors of the provinces, who send reports about 
their use to the Ministry. These procedures are permanent because of the continuous 
development of curricula. 

In 1994/95, the total number of textbooks printed and distributed was as 
follows: 

Level Number of titles Number of 
copies 

Primary 35 11,797,000

Intermediate 56 3,827,000

Secondary 71 1,626,000

Post-secondary 261 507,800

Guides 14 33,500

Total 437 17,791,300

At the university level, a special committee ensures the availability of textbooks, sold 
to students at token prices. 

A modern and highly equipped centre was established in 1988 to prepare and 
develop teaching technologies. This project aims to: create a national industry of 
teaching aids; design and produce teaching aids that correspond to the syllabi; 
introduce innovations; and co-operate with other Arab countries in order to establish 
an integrated Arab industry of teaching aids. 

The Ministry of Education has started introducing new information 
technologies into schools. Four training centres have been established, the intention 
being to have eighty teachers graduate every year. New and sophisticated hardware 
and software are being used in these centres. Furthermore, twenty-eight educational 
establishments–two in each Governorate–equipped with the necessary computers have 
been opened. Secondary school students receive instruction twice a week as an extra-
curricular activity. Computers have been introduced as a teaching subject in the 
curriculum of commercial schools (three periods per week). 
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Adult and non-formal education 
“The Ministry of Culture is in charge of co-ordinating all programmes and 
administering literacy classes. Each Governorate also has its own regional literacy 
committee. […] Other technical ministries and agencies involved in literacy training 
and functional projects are: the ministries of Social Affairs and Labour, Agriculture 
and Industry; the General Federation of Women’s Trade Unions; farmers; and 
students. […] The Ministry of Culture runs adult education centres and institutes of 
popular culture. These centres offer a number of part-time vocational courses 
(knitting, sewing, housekeeping, arts, music) throughout the day, for those who have 
completed primary schooling and are over 15 years of age. […] The Ministry of 
Social Affairs and Labour provides, through its community development centres, 
courses and activities such as home economics, nursing education, veterinary 
medicine, and film shows. […] The Ministry of Agriculture provides long- and short-
term training courses for literate farmers above 16 years of age. […] The Ministry of 
Industry is in charge of several vocational training courses for literate adults. These 
include accelerated training for basic-entry-level job skills, long-term industrial 
apprenticeship courses preparing skilled workers of 15 to 18 years of age for public 
industries, a specialized training programme for new skills, and on-the-job training to 
meet the needs of the public sector. […] The Ministry of Public Works also operates 
several centres for accelerated training in the building and construction trades. Some 
other international non-governmental agencies or organizations undertake non-formal 
education activities but they operate generally through national authorities. Almost all 
these activities and centres are financed by the central budget, but detailed statistics 
about them are not available.” (Gennaoui, 1995, p. 961).

The Ministry of Culture has recently launched a new campaign to review and 
update the national programme for the elimination of illiteracy. This programme 
should be completed in 2001. Its objectives are to provide educational opportunities to 
illiterate and semi-literate persons aged 13-45 years, especially in the Governorates 
where the illiteracy rates are higher than the national average; to provide opportunities 
of work and training; to develop planning at the local level and adopt an integrated 
system of follow-up, control and evaluation. 

In 1998, the illiteracy rate was estimated at 14.5% (7.1% for males and 22% 
for females). 

Teaching staff T

The Ministry of Education considers pre-service and in-service staff training as a 
priority. A special directorate for teachers’ education and training within the Ministry 
is entrusted with training the cadres necessary for the educational process. 

Pre-service training of teachers for primary and intermediate education is 
ensured by the teacher-training schools, intermediate teacher-training institutes, and 
sports institutes. In 1994/95, the total number of these institutes was as follows: 
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  Intermediate 
teacher training 

institutes 

Sports institutes Teacher training 
schools 

Number of institutes 16 6 14 

Number of  students 3,129 1,093 4,989 

Training for secondary education teachers is provided at the university level in their 
respective fields of specialization (faculties of sciences, letters, mechanical and 
electrical engineering; the duration of studies is four years). Students who have 
obtained their university degree may also attend a one-year course at the faculty of 
education, in order to be qualified to teach both at the intermediate and secondary 
levels. In the academic year 1995/96, the total number of students enrolled at the 
faculty of education was 1,680. 

The qualifications required for teaching at the different levels are as follows: 

•      Primary stage: primary teaching certificate (teacher-training schools), 
intermediate teaching certificate (teacher-training institutes). 

•      Intermediate stage: intermediate teaching certificate (B.A. or B.Sc. with a 
diploma of education). 

•      General secondary stage: B.A. or B.Sc. with a diploma of education. 

•      Vocational and technical secondary stage: intermediate institute certificate; 
B.Sc. in electrical and mechanical engineering with a diploma of education. 

•      Intermediate and Higher Institutes: university degree. 

•      University: M.A. or Ph.D. 

According to the decision of the regional leadership of the Baath Socialist Party No. 
967 of March 1997, the training of teachers and teacher assistants is to be provided in 
faculties of education instead of teacher-training institutes. Four faculties of education 
were entrusted with the task of training teachers, including those at kindergarten and 
elementary education levels, by virtue of Decree No. 61 of 1999. 

Educational research and information 
“At the pre-university level, the Department of Planning and Statistics and the 
Department of Curriculum and Research [of the Ministry of Education] are in charge 
of educational research and studies. […] Research at the university level is undertaken 
by faculties as a part of graduate programmes.” (Gennaoui, 1995, p. 964). 
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UNESCO: http://www.ibe.unesco.org/links.htm
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