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Principles and general objectives of education 
A major objective of the Government is to make education more relevant to the socio-
economic reality of the country, so that the Liberian children will be able to live a 
productive and meaningful life. One of the cardinal principles guiding reforms in 
education is the achievement of gender equity and quality in the education system. 

Since the launching of the National Reconstruction Programme (NRP) 1998–
2000, a number of special programmes have been introduced in order to enhance the 
teaching and learning process. The overall objective of the education system in 
Liberia is to play a dynamic role in the development of every sector of  the nation. 

Current educational priorities and concerns 
The education system over the past recent years must be understood within the 
context of the ongoing educational reforms, including the rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of the education and training sector which began in 1997. The need for 
reforms arose from the shortcomings of the old system coupled with the seven-year 
civil war. 

Children were particularly victimized by the civil disturbances. An estimated 
50,000 children were killed; of those wounded, orphaned or abandoned, many 
witnessed terrible atrocities or committed atrocities themselves. Twenty-one per cent  
of the combatants who disarmed under the provision of the peace agreement were 
under the age of 17. As education and nurturing were almost completely disrupted, 
many children suffered post-traumatic stress disorder syndrome. It is estimated that 
1.4 million children experienced violence, hunger, and homelessness during the civil 
war. 

The civil war impacted negatively on all aspects of the education system. In 
addition to the destruction and/or depletion of institutional structures, facilities, 
programmes, and personnel in the sector, the conflict resulted in a mass of illiterate, 
semi-literate and unskilled youths and adults as well as a large number of ex-
combatants, girl-mothers and disabled youth who, by virtue of their special 
circumstances, would not fit into the programmes of  formal school system. The war 
also eroded the income sources of most citizens, and therefore their ability to send 
their children to school. As a result of these problems, the Government launched the 
Assisted Enrolment Programme (AEP) in 1998. 

The AEP was basically a framework for a ‘special back-to-school 
initiative aiming at possibly doubling the enrolment in public schools during the 
period as well as encouraging the teachers and providing access to non-formal 
education and training for war-affected youth and adults. The special AEP package 
included among other: teacher incentive package (hardship allowance); enrolment 
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assistance for public schools; payment of the West African Examinations Council 
fees; establishment of Learning Centres; and the launching of the School Furniture 
Programme. 

In order to combat the issue of war-affected, over-aged children and school 
drop-outs in the country, the Accelerate Learning Programme was also initiated by the 
Ministry of Education and UNICEF to cater to the needs of these children. This 
UNICEF-sponsored project seeks to accelerate children learning at the primary level 
by facilitating the completion of a six-year curriculum in three years, representing 
levels instead of grades. 

The National Mass Literacy Programme was launched by the Government on 
September 1999 to reduce illiteracy in Liberia from the high existing rate to half by 
the end of the programme. It has a national coverage and enjoys wide acceptance. 

In the pursuit of its philosophy and cardinal principles of social and economic 
development, the Government considers education as the central instrument for the 
promotion of peace, unity and reconciliation as well as for ensuring overall national 
social, economic, political and cultural development. To this end, the Government has 
adopted long-term educational goals which include the following: 

•        develop the total individual so that he/she will become a loyal citizen and 
make useful and continuous contribution toward his/her own development and 
that of the nation; 

•        provide universal basic education through the formal and no-formal processes, 
so as to help the masses improve their living standards and tackle the 
immediate problems of illiteracy, health and sanitation (including HIV & 
AIDS, population and family life, etc.), food production and preservation; 

•        stimulate, conserve and promote the cultural heritage and strengthen the 
national policies of unification and integration; 

•        ensure equitable decentralization of delivery services and facilities, as well as 
equitable geographic distribution of educational opportunities; and 

•        ensure access, relevance and quality at all levels and in all educational 
programmes and services for all citizens. 

Finally, the Government committed itself to creating and maintaining high 
standards in the education system, and is therefore concerned about the present 
physical conditions of the teacher-training institutions in the country, the low salaries 
of teachers, poor working conditions confronting teachers, the lack of a well-defined 
system of reward based on merit, the high number of unqualified staff in the school 
system, the absence of full-time teacher-training programmes, and the generally low 
standards of the school. 

The Education Master Plan 2000-2010 defines basic education as “that which 
provides that foundation for continuous and lifelong learning; and which all citizens 
are entitled. Basic education is defined to include education up to the level of grade 9. 
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It incorporates early childhood education, primary education, adult and non-formal 
and/or out-of-school education including literacy, oral expression, and productive 
skills acquisition, among other things. It therefore takes into account the basic 
learning needs of all those involved in the learning process. Basic education is also a 
fundamental human right.” The Education for All (EFA) Action Plan is an elaboration 
and strategic component of the basic education element of the Education Master Plan. 
The EFA Plan retains and elaborates the principles of partnership and decentralization 
for the support and implementation of the programmes. In this connection, emphasis 
will be placed on the involvement of the private sector, the civil society, the 
community and local leaders. (Ministry of Education, 2004). 

Laws and other basic regulations concerning education 
The Constitution of the Republic of Liberia (January 1986) provides for free and 
compulsory education. The Education Law of 1973 recognizes the right of every 
Liberian child to education. The law makes education compulsory for children 
between the ages of 6 and 16. The law compels parents to send their children to a 
recognizable school or be fined, and also prohibits the collection of tuition fees in 
public primary and secondary schools. 

The Education Law mandates the Government to finance public education. 
The law sets aside 2,000 acres of public land in each county to support public schools. 
At least 25% of royalties from concessions granted by the Government should be used 
to support education. The establishment of an education and health fund to finance 
public educational institutions and health facilities is also foreseen through an annual 
tax on every citizen of Liberia and foreign resident aged 21 years and over. However, 
it has always been difficult to enforce these measures. 

In order to meet the challenges of the Twenty-first century, new laws are being 
promulgated. These laws are derived from two important policy documents: Policy 
Framework for the Liberian Education Sector and the Liberian Education Sector 
Master Plan 2000–2010. Major issues being addressed include: basic education with a 
focus on Education for All; free and universal primary education; technical and 
vocational education; secondary education; and teachers licensing. 

Administration and management of the education system 
The Ministry of Education, which is directed by the Minister assisted by three 
Deputies (heading three departments: Administration, Instruction, and Planning, 
Research & Development), is the agency which has administrative and financial 
control over pre-primary, primary, secondary, technical and vocational education, as 
well as the training of primary school teachers. 

Furthermore, the Ministry of Education has full responsibility for the 
direction, supervision, co-ordination, management and oversight of all public and 
private primary and secondary schools, as well as for institutions of higher learning to 
the extent provided by law and permitted by their charters. 
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In the provision, improvement and assessment of education, the Ministry is 
assisted by a number of parastatal autonomous organizations, such as the University 
of Liberia, the Cuttington University College and the West African Examinations 
Council (WAEC). The training of secondary school teachers is mostly carried out by 
the William V.S. Tubman Teachers College, the University of Liberia and the 
Cuttington University College, even though new universities and polytechnics have 
emerged in recent years. Presently, the University of Liberia offers a graduate 
programme in education administration. Tertiary-level institutions are supervised by 
the National Commission on Higher Education. 

The administration of education over the years has been centralized at the 
Ministry’s Headquarters, but following the need for reforms in the delivery of 
education services steps are being taken to decentralize the management of the school 
system. To date, there has been a devolution of responsibility for the disbursement of 
salary checks to public primary and secondary school teachers nation-wide. County 
Education Officers and District Education Officers are the custodian of both primary 
and secondary school teacher’s salary checks, which makes it easy for those teachers 
working in the rural areas to receive checks. In spite of the direct control of the 
Ministry of Education over the system, the responsibility of providing education is 
shared among the central government, local governments, non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), private institutions, church-related institutions, and the local 
communities in which the schools are situated. 

Other ministries involved in the delivery of education are the Ministry of 
Youth and Sports and the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare. The Ministry of 
Health and Social Welfare caters to the disabled, orphans and abandoned, while the 
Ministry of Youth and Sports offers training courses in basic skills, such as art and 
crafts, masonry, agriculture, carpentry, etc. 

In order to ensure grassroots participation, stakeholders’ involvement, 
increased consultation, and optimal resource mobilization, the Ministry of Education 
in 1998 established three advisory boards/councils: the National Education and 
Training Council (NETC); the County Education and Training Councils 
(CETCs); and the Local School Management Committees (LSMCs). 

The NETC serves as the highest national advisory body on education in 
Liberia. The CETCs, established in the 15 counties, serve as the highest advisory 
body to the Ministry of Education on all educational matters in the counties, with 
specific focus on policies, location, facilities, funding, staffing and staff welfare. The 
LSMCs, established in the 72 school districts, deal with issues at the community, 
village school and institution levels. 

Compiled by UNESCO-IBE (http://www.ibe.unesco.org/) 



World Data on Education. 6th edition, 2006/07 

Structure and organization of the education system 
Liberia: structure of the education system 

 

Pre-school education 

Pre-primary education is for children between 2 and 6 years of age, and in general 
lasts two to three years. The pre-primary or early childhood care and development 
(ECCD) sector is gradually improving. 

Primary education 

Primary education (elementary education) caters to children aged between 6 and 11+ 
years, and lasts six years. The primary sector has been rehabilitated to a large extent 
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after the civil war. The primary school-leaving certificate examination at the end of 
Grade VI was abolished in 1970, but plans are underway to reintroduce it. 

Secondary education 

Secondary education lasts six years and is divided into two three-year cycles: junior 
secondary (Grades VII–IX), and senior secondary education (Grades X–XII). At the 
end of Grade IX, students sit an examination administered by the West African 
Examinations Council (WAEC). Successful students are eligible to enter senior high 
school. Upper secondary education culminates in the WAEC Certificate examination. 
Admission to higher education institutions is based upon the results in the WAEC 
Certificate examination. 

Higher education includes the college of business and public administration, 
colleges of education, universities, professional institutions and polytechnics. The 
duration of studies ranges from two to nine years, depending on the nature of the 
course. 

The school year consists of 180 instructional days, divided into two semesters. 

The financing of education T

Since independence the financing of public education institutions is the sole 
responsibility of the government. The central government, through the Ministry of 
Education, is the main source of education financing in Liberia even though the 
private sector—including religious missions, private organizations and groups—, 
parents and local communities are also involved in the delivery of educational 
services. The salaries of all public school teachers are paid by the central government 
through the Ministry of Education’s annual budgets. The government has been 
subsidizing private institutions in urban areas immediately after the civil crisis. 

The Ministry of Education provides the physical facilities, infrastructure, 
equipment and furniture for public educational institutions in the country. Teaching 
and learning materials are provided by the Ministry of Education, donor agencies and 
friendly governments. 

The educational process T

Pre-primary education 

The main objectives and goals of pre-primary education are to: 

•        facilitate a smooth transition from home to school; 

•        provide adequate care and supervision for children while their parents are at 
work; 

•        provide experiences that will teach the child a positive self-image; 
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•        teach through play the rudiments of letters, numbers, shapes, colours, forms, 
etc.; 

•        teach good health habits; 

•        expose the children to experiences which could enhance their learning 
process; 

•        develop in the children basic communication skills (listening and speaking); 

•        develop in each child the love of others and willingness to share in work and 
play; and 

•        prepare the children to live in environment which becomes increasingly 
complex as the children develop. 

The curriculum is very broad, and the range of subjects offered at this level is 
quite wide. It focuses on reading, writing, arithmetic, health, science, religious 
education, social studies, and music. 

Evaluation is an on-going process. The evaluation process really starts from 
the initial time a teacher comes in contact with the pupils. Therefore, evaluation of 
children at the pre-primary level covers a wide range of experiences and exercises 
which necessitate the uses of a variety of oral and written devices. Suggested 
reinforcement activities are provided at the end of every unit. 

According to a survey on early childhood care and development there are 519 
pre-schools facilities that house 894 pre-school programmes in nurseries, daycare 
centres and kindergartens. Montserrado County accounts for over 80% of all the pre-
school programmes in the country. The survey recorded pre-school population in 
1999 to be 441,342 as against a total enrolment of only 55,982; this translates into an 
equivalent gross enrolment ratio (GER) of 12.6% and a net enrolment ratio (NER) of 
4.31%. (Ministry of Education, 2004).

Primary education 

The six-year primary education programme strives to inculcate positive attitudes 
towards co-operation, dignity of labour, national development, and continuous 
learning. 

The goal of the primary school curriculum is to attain universal literacy, 
numeracy and socio-economic understanding so as to facilitate the betterment of the 
life of learners and society. These objectives are translated into action terms which 
make provision for the knowledge, skills and values necessary to permit the individual 
to: communicate effectively; calculate and numerate with ease; understand the socio-
cultural environment and participate in civic life in a meaningful manner; acquire 
manual skills; develop higher mental processes and lay for continuing education. 
Accordingly, the core subjects in elementary schools are: language arts, mathematics, 
social studies, and science. Other teaching subjects include: health/physical education; 
music; arts and crafts; agriculture; manual arts and home economics; 
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population/family life education; and Liberian languages. The present K-12 national 
school curriculum was developed in 1980 and was revised in 1996. In principle, the 
process used was the “Global approach”, and the content was envisaged to 
accommodate the major directions of policy concerns and developmental goals. 

The primary school-leaving certificate examination was abolished in 1970. As 
a result, evaluation at this level is carried out by continuous assessment. In recent 
times, there has been a call to reintroduce the national examination at the end of 
Grade VI. 

The combined GER for primary and secondary education in 1999 was 
estimated at 69.1% for boys and 39.9% for girls. Children in primary and secondary 
schools are mainly taught by unqualified teachers. It is estimated that only 6.5% of 
teachers have college or better education; another 28% are certified by the Ministry of 
Education to teach, and 65% have attained no more than secondary education. 
(Ministry of Education, 2004).

Secondary education 

The ultimate purpose of the secondary school (junior and senior high school, technical 
and vocational school) is to provide educational opportunities to satisfy the common 
and diversified needs of individual adolescents and society. Secondary schools are 
therefore responsible for the delivery of quality and relevant education to the youth. 
Secondary education also has the mandate to develop learning activities that will 
effectively provide for the needs, interest, and abilities of students. Secondary 
education lasts six years, divided into two three-year cycles: junior high  and senior 
high school. 

Secondary education is provided by public, mission-operated, privately-
sponsored and self-help schools. Students who have successfully completed 
elementary education are eligible to enter junior high school (Grades VII–IX). A 
national examination is administered at the end of the Grade IX by the West African 
Examinations Council (WAEC), Liberia Branch. Students who pass the examination 
are eligible to enter senior high school (Grades X–XII). At the end of Grade XII, 
students sit a national examination administered by the WAEC. Eligibility to graduate 
is determined by a combination of average scores in Grades X–XII course work and 
scores obtained in each subject of the national examination. The WAEC examination 
is the major criterion of success at the general secondary level. At the same time, the 
WAEC certificate is a pre-requisite to entering any higher institution of learning. 
Students who have not obtained Division I passes for automatic entrance to the 
university, can apply to sit an entrance examination to be admitted to higher education 
establishments. 

At the senior high school level, the curriculum is intended to: i) provide a 
broad-based programme that is geared toward the needs of the national economy and 
train students for middle-level technical and professional positions; and ii) help 
students learn to be problem-solvers. The core subjects taught at the secondary level 
are: language arts; social studies: mathematics; and general science (chemistry, 
biology and physics). 
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The primary role of technical/vocational education is to train middle-level 
technicians. This programme targets young people between the ages of 15 and 35 who 
have successfully completed Grade VI. Training is offered in a wide range of fields, 
including: elementary agronomy, horticulture, vegetable, tree crop, rice and poultry 
production, plumbing, carpentry, masonry, metal work and electricity. Courses in 
home economics and management are also offered. The duration of training ranges 
between nine and eighteen months, after which certificates of proficiency are awarded 
to successful students. 

After the civil war, secondary education has remained relatively weak and of 
poor quality, inaccessible to a majority of youths and irrelevant in many aspects, 
poorly staffed and funded, and generally expensive for most parents. However, there 
are promising reforms foreseen in the new Policy Framework and the Education 
Master Plan. 

Assessing learning achievement nationwide 

In September 2000, the Ministry of Education and UNICEF carried out a Pilot 
Programme on Monitoring Learning Achievement (MLA). This Programme focused 
on the selection of a random stratified sample in forty-five primary schools in five 
districts of Montserrado County, consisting of Grade IV pupils only. Tests for 
assessing students  achievement were in literacy, numeracy and life skills. 

In addition, the Pilot Programme included the administration of questionnaires 
to students, parents/sponsors, teachers and principals for the purpose of collecting data 
on their interests, attitudes, beliefs and perceptions concerning schools, classes and 
administrative and teaching practices. Other criteria considered included: management 
and school type; demographic classification (rural/urban); and gender. 

The mean scores in literacy, numeracy and life skills were respectively 40, 
41.8 and 49, and the maximum scores were 73, 84, and 90. 

It was clear that the prevailing conditions in rural areas were more favourable 
to learning than those of urban areas, except in literacy. For example, Todee District 
proved to be the best in literacy and life skills, and Careysburg District in numeracy, 
both of which were rural. In the three subject areas tested, private schools performed 
better except in life skills, where public schools ranked equal with private school. On 
the average, the desired minimum level was not attained, except in life skills. Boys 
performed better in numeracy, and girls in life skills, but there was gender equality in 
literacy. 

Responses obtained in the questionnaires were very instructive. They revealed, 
for instance, that pupils  background at home was seriously deficient. Many parents 
and sponsors were poorly educated, and hardly provided support to pupils  learning at 
home. Pupils were clear that schools were generally uninteresting to them and 
teachers reported that few facilities were available in schools, even though parents had 
the burden of paying expensively to educate their children despite their low incomes. 
In spite of the fact that many pupils were yet possibly traumatized as a consequence of 
the civil war, it was reported that violence and sexual abuse cases were almost non-
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existent in the schools. However, the community was indeed predominantly ignorant, 
as many still discriminated against the education of girls. 

Higher education 
Higher education is provided by universities, colleges of education, business and 
polytechnics as well as institutions that offer professional courses such as 
bookkeeping and accounting, architecture, law, medicine, and mass communication. 
Universities train high-level manpower in various fields. The University of Liberia is 
given the responsibility to create a capacity for research necessary for the generation 
of knowledge essential for the country’s socio-economic development. 

The civil war has seriously damaged the University of Liberia. Over 90% of 
its facilities were looted or destroyed. The library lost 75% of its collection of 2 
million books. Many faculty members fled to other countries, and student enrolment 
dropped. The Cuttington University College used to offer first degree, associate 
degree and specialized certificate courses. After almost nine years of closure, the 
College reopened for academic work on October 1998 with 125 students and 12 
faculty members. As the science laboratories were practically destroyed, only liberal 
arts subjects were offered. In 1998-99, tuition and other fees for resident students 
amounted to US$ 922 per semester. 

In 1999, the following higher education institutions were operating in Liberia, 
mostly concentrated in the Montserrado County: 

•        Universities: University of Liberia; A.M.E. University; United Methodist 
University. 

•        University colleges: A.M.E. Zion University College; Cuttington University 
College (Bong County). 

•        Polytechnics: Don Bosco Polytechnic. 

•        Seminary: Liberia Baptist Theological Seminary (Margibi County); Liberty 
Theological Seminary; New Life Bible College/Seminary; Gbarnga School of 
Theology (Bong County); Liberia Christian College; Monrovia Bible College; 
Wesleyan Bible College of Liberia. 

•        Junior colleges: C.W.A. Junior College of Business; Leigh Sherman 
Community College; C.C. Pennoh Community College; Lincoln College of 
Professional Studies; Monrovia Bible Institute; Smythe Institute of 
Management & Technology; Morris Community College & Airlines Studies; 
Liberia College of Professional Studies; St. Martin College of Career 
Development; Jake Memorial Baptist College; West African School of 
Missions; Institute of Human Delivery Services; Liberia College of 
Technology; Liberia Bible Institute; Liberia Data & Research Institute; Lloyd 
Faulkner Institute of Biblical Studies; Wm. V.S. Tubman College of 
Technology (Maryland County). 
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The number of teachers and enrolment in higher education institutions is 
shown in the tables below: 

Number of teachers and enrolment by university and gender (1999) 

Number of teachers Total 
enrolment 

University 

MF F MF F 
University of Liberia 255 22 6,590 1,432 
A.M.E. University ... ... 1,799 518 
United Methodist 
University 

28 3 194 78 

Number of teachers and enrolment by University college and gender (1999) 

Number of teachers Total enrolment University college 
MF F MF F 

A.M.E. Zion University 
College 

49 2 1,506 321 

Cuttington University 
College 

120 3 1,088 418 

Number of teachers and enrolment by polytechnic and gender (1999) 

Number of teachers Total 
enrolment 

Polytechnic 

MF F MF F 
John Collins Teachers 
College 

10 ... 115 37 

Don Bosco Technical 
College 

8 1 165 10 

Arthur Barclay Business 
College 

16 1 317 140 

Mother Patern College of 
Health Sciences 

34 20 108 41 
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Number of teachers and enrolment by junior college and gender (1999) 

Number of teachers Total 
enrolment 

Junior College 

MF F MF F 
Claudus C. Pennoh Community 
College 

12 ... 150 120 

Leigh Sherman Community 
College 

... ... 66 56 

Lincoln College of Professional 
Studies 

31 1 318 200 

Symthe Institute of Management 
& Technology 

24 ... 201 81 

Morris Community College & 
Airlines Studies 

14 4 43 25 

Liberia College of Professional 
Studies 

23 ... 242 65 

St. Martin College of Career 
Development 

16 2 312 ... 

Jake Memorial Baptist College 13 3 85 14 
West African School of Missions 
& Theology 

9 ... 46 9 

Liberia College of Technology 39 ... 350 118 
Liberia Bible Institute 8 1 37 8 
Wm. V.S. Tubman College of 
Technology 

28 ... 264 8 

Special education 
With regard to special education, the policy of the Ministry of Education is mainly 
aimed at promoting the integration of children with disabilities into the regular schools 
at all levels. 

In an attempt to implement this policy, the Ministry of Education established 
the Special Education Unit in 1997 to cater to the needs of the high number 
of children with various types of disability. 

In 1999, a pilot project was initiated by the Ministry of Education with the 
support of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and UNESCO under 
the project LIR/97/001. A pilot survey was carried out in order to identify children 
with different forms of disabilities which affect their learning capabilities. 

The survey report revealed that in the ten school districts that were visited in 
Margibi and Montserrado Counties, there were 1,936 children with various types of 
disability. (See table below). 

Compiled by UNESCO-IBE (http://www.ibe.unesco.org/) 



World Data on Education. 6th edition, 2006/07 

Number of children by type of disability and gender in ten school districts (1999) 

Type of disability Male Female Total 
Emotional behaviour disorder 327 216 543 
Special learning disability 295 198 493 
Mentally impaired 84 66 150 
Physically impaired 93 66 159 
Autism 18 30 48 
Visually impaired 99 54 153 
Hearing impaired 78 45 123 
Other health impaired 82 77 159 
Severely multiply impaired 27 15 42 
Speech, language impaired 33 33 66 
Total 1,136 800 1,936 

Regrettably, children with diverse disabilities still have limited opportunities 
to access education. Moreover, one main constraint in the provision of basic education 
to children with special education needs is the lack of baseline data. Before the civil 
conflict only seven special schools operated in the country, and all were located in 
Montserrado County. Only two of those institutions have been re-opened and they are 
operating below their pre-conflict capacities. (Ministry of Education, 2004).

Private education 
Private education in Liberia is offered by individuals or groups, such as religious 
institutions, communities, and corporate bodies. The structure and content of private 
primary and secondary education comply with guidelines set by the Ministry of 
Education for the establishment of a school. Private education establishments use the 
curricula which are designed by the Bureau of Curriculum and Textbook Research, 
with some adaptations to meet special needs and interests. Subjects taught as well as 
the assessment of pupils and students are the same as in public schools. 

Since independence, private schools have played and continued to play a vital 
role in the education and training sector. Pre-primary education delivery, which used 
to be the luxury of urban children, is now spreading throughout the country. It is 
organized and financed almost exclusively by private individual groups and corporate 
bodies. 

In addition to elementary and junior and senior high schools, in recent years 
private individuals or groups have managed and funded tertiary-level professional 
institutions, teacher-training colleges, polytechnics and universities. Tertiary-level 
institutions are supervised by the National Commission on Higher Education, 
Ministry of Education. The board formulates broad policy guidelines for the 
establishment of higher education institutions in the country. 
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Means of instruction, equipment and infrastructure 
Teaching and learning materials still remain inadequate, especially after the civil 
crisis when most educational institutions were devastated and destroyed (nearly close 
to 70% of all available infrastructures—building and classrooms in usable 
conditions—, 65% of furniture and equipment, and 95% of laboratory and 
workshops). However, efforts have been made in the provision of instructional 
materials for all levels, mainly through bilateral co-operation arrangements, United 
Nations agencies, international and local NGOs. 

The provision of suitable textbooks for primary schools, for example, has 
always been in desperate inadequate supply. Therefore, the Ministry of Education 
with the support of UNICEF and the European Union revised and printed textbooks to 
complement the curriculum in the four core subject areas. 

In 1998, a local NGO—the Church Related Educational Development 
Organization—was selected as the implementing partner to distribute about one 
million copies of primary school textbooks in the country. In the same year, a total of 
139 public schools were renovated under the School Rehabilitation Scheme financed 
by the German bilateral co-operation agency (GTZ), TEARFUND and ACTIONAID, 
and coordinated by United Nations Operation Project Services (UNOPS). 

Rehabilitation efforts also receive substantial support from the United Nations 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the International Foundation for Self Help in 
Education, USAID, Save the Children Fund, and the governments of Denmark and 
Taiwan. However, to date, there is a serious shortage of school furniture in most 
public primary and secondary schools nation-wide. 

Adult and non-formal education 
The non-formal system provides education for youth and adults allowing for exit and 
re-entry at desired points or times in life. There is provision for transfer from non-
formal education to the formal system. 

According to the 1999 Demographic and Health Survey, the population of 
Liberia is relatively young, i.e. 54% of the population is below the age of 20 years. 
Children aged less than 15 years account for 43.1%, children aged less than 5 years 
account for 16.7%, while children in the 0-9 years age range constitute approximately 
75% of the total child population. The civil war has seriously affected most of these 
children, which is also reflected in the high percentage of out-of-school children and 
youths. 

In order to address this issue, a wide variety of non-formal education 
programmes designed for illiterate adults and out-of-school children and youths have 
been put in place with the support of local and international NGOs. 

According to the Ministry of Planning and Economic Affairs statistical reports 
and studies, in 1995 the national illiteracy rate in Liberia was 61.7% (male 46.1%; 
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female 77.6%). To remedy this serious problem, in 1999 the Government launched 
the National Mass Literacy Programme (NMLP). 

The overall development objective of the NMLP is to ensure that every 
Liberian has the enabling capacity for involvement and participation in order to 
benefit from national development and progress. The Programme is based on a 
strategy referred to as “each one teach one”, by which each literate Liberian is urged 
to work on a voluntary basis. Literacy classes are also being organized. Several 
training of trainer’s workshops sponsored by UNESCO have been conducted for 
literacy co-ordinators and education officers in January and February 2000. 
Furthermore, the NMLP has succeeded in creating awareness at the national and local 
levels through its sensitization and mobilization activities. 

Teaching staff T

The national policy on education prescribes that the minimum qualifications required 
for teaching in elementary schools is the Grade “C” certificate awarded by a teacher-
training institute (Zorzor Teacher-training Institute, Kakata Teacher-training Institute, 
Webbo Teacher-training Institute, all rural-based). The Grade “B” certificate is 
required for teaching in junior high schools. At the senior secondary level, a Bachelor 
of Science degree in education is required, even though holders of a Bachelor of Arts 
or a Bachelor of Science degree in other fields are eligible to teach. Teachers who 
possess a degree/diploma in education receive a higher salary compared to teachers 
with an ordinary degree or diploma. 

For teaching in colleges of education, at least a master’s degree is required, 
while a doctoral degree is an advantage for teaching in universities. Lecturers in 
colleges of education are required to have a teaching qualification in addition to their 
degree. 

In-service teacher training has continued to receive priority attention, even 
though the Government is faced with serious financial constraints. In-service teacher 
training is provided through: 

•        Seminars and workshops usually organized during long vacations; these 
usually provide opportunities for the dissemination of new ideas and 
innovations. 

•        “Crash remedial” teacher-training programmes (1994–2000)—sponsored by 
UNICEF, UNHCR and UNESCO—in order to address the post-war urgent 
need for qualified teachers. 

•        Rural teacher-training institutes who are engaged in the training of teachers as 
a step towards the restoration of their regular programmes. 

There are several local NGOs presently engaged in short-term, teacher-
training activities. The National Teacher Association of Liberia (NTAL) is currently 
offering training courses for teachers at the junior and senior high school levels. The 
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Liberian Co-operative Standard Education School System Inc., community-based 
organization, is engaged in the training of teachers at the Grades “C” and “B” levels. 

Educational research and information 
Information is not available. 
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