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Proceedings and Decisions of the fifty-second session 
 
 
According to the Statutes of the International Bureau of Education, the Council is responsible, 
in particular, for making: “proposals for the preparation and organization of sessions of the 
International Conference on Education”. According to a long-standing tradition, the Council 
meets at the beginning and end of each session of the ICE to settle the final organizational 
arrangements and to make an initial evaluation of the results.  
The fifty-second session of the Council of the IBE was therefore held, within the framework 
of the forty-seventh session of the ICE, on 8 and 11 September 2004. 
 
 
Wednesday, 8 September 2004 (8.15 a.m. – 9.15 a.m.) 
 

1. Mr Pedro Nsingui Barros, President of the Council, opened the meeting. 
 

2. The Council adopted its Agenda, which is reproduced in Annex 1.  
 

3. Bodies of the forty-seventh session of the ICE  
 
At the request of the President, the Secretary of the Council introduced the main items 
requiring a decision on the part of the Council, namely: the list of candidates to be proposed 
to form the Bureau of the forty-seventh ICE, the Editorial Group and the procedure for the 
preparation of the final document of the Conference.  
 

• Setting up the Bureau of the ICE  (Chairman, Rapporteur, Vice-Chairmen) : 
 

Decisions: 
- In conformity with the decision of the fifty-first session, which attributed 

the post of Chairman to Electoral Group IV (Asia-Pacific), the Council 
decided, on the unanimous proposal of this Group, to present the 
candidature of Mr Arjun Singh, the Indian Minister of Development and 
Human Resources, for the post of Chairman of the forty-seventh session of 
the ICE; 

- In conformity with the same decision, attributing the post of Rapporteur 
to Electoral Group Vb (Arab States), the Council decided, on the 
unanimous proposal of this Group, to present the candidature of Mr 
Abdallah Bubtana (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) for the post of Rapporteur; 
General 

- The draft revised Rules of Procedure of the ICE, which should be adopted 
at the opening of the Conference, foresee the nomination of ten Vice-
Chairmen; the President of the Council had sent a letter to the Chairmen 
of the six Electoral Groups in Paris in order that they would inform him 
before this session of the Council of their unanimous candidatures for the 
posts of Vice-Chairmen. To date, only Groups Va (Africa) and Vb (Arab 
States) had been able to communicate their candidates and, taking this 
situation into account, the Council decided, firstly, to propose to the ICE 
to elect the representatives of these Groups forthwith and, secondly, to 
postpone until the morning of the following day the election of the other 
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Vice-Chairmen in order to give these Electoral Groups time to reach 
agreement.  

 
• Candidatures for the Editorial Group 

 
In conformity with the decision taken by the Council at its fifty-first session, it had been 
foreseen that a restricted Editorial Group consisting of twelve people (two for each Electoral 
Group) would prepare the draft final document. As at the forty-sixth session, this Group 
should consist of, on the one hand, six members of the Working Group responsible for 
assisting the IBE in preparing the ICE and, on the other, six other people (one per Electoral 
Group) to be elected at the beginning of the Conference. Hence, the same procedure as that 
for the candidatures for the posts of Vice-Presidents had been undertaken with the Presidents 
of the Electoral Groups in Paris and, unfortunately, had met with the same outcome. 
Furthermore, a request had been sent to the President of the Council asking that the work of 
the Group should be open to observers.   
 
 Decision: 

Given the situation, the Council decided, on the one hand, to propose to the 
ICE to elect forthwith the candidates presented and to postpone until the 
morning of the following day the election of the other members of the 
Editorial Group, in order to give the Electoral Groups time to reach 
agreement. The Council also decided to propose that observers could follow 
the activities of the Editorial Group but, in order to ensure the efficiency of its 
work, their number should be limited to two per Electoral Group.  

 
• The manner of preparing the final document 

 
Decision: 

The Council decided to propose that the document be prepared according to 
the same procedure employed at the forty-sixth ICE. Therefore, the Group 
would be placed under the responsibility of the President of the Council and 
would work in collaboration with the Rapporteur General and the workshop 
Rapporteurs.  

 
 
Saturday, 11 September (2.30 p.m. – 4 p.m.) 
 

4. Evaluation of the forty-seventh session  
 
The Council met after the closing of the forty-seventh ICE in order to carry out an initial 
evaluation of the Conference. Twelve delegations took the floor during the debate 
(Jamaica, Laos, Japan, Madagascar, United Arab Emirates, Colombia, Lebanon, Ukraine, 
Cameroon, Kuwait, Togo and India). Mrs Aïcha Bah Diallo, ADG/ED a.i. and Mrs 
Cecilia Braslavsky, Director of the IBE, also spoke at the end of the debate.  
 
The general opinion was that the forty-seventh session of the ICE was considered 
EXCELLENT and all those who contributed to its success were congratulated and 
thanked, in particular the staff of the IBE and UNESCO.  
 
The members of the Council identified some particularly positive points in their remarks:  
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• The record number of delegations and the high level of representation on the part 

of Member States;  
• The active involvement of an impressive number of participants, the richness and 

the animation of the debates;  
• The relevance of the theme;  
• The high quality of the preparatory work, the documents, the organization and the 

methodology;  
• The success of the “Messages from Ministers of Education” and the “Messages of 

Youth”;» 
• The interest in and the quality of the videos;  
• The involvement of the Education Sector of UNESCO, which was much greater 

than in 2001;  
• The quality of the musical performances during the opening and closing 

ceremonies;  
• The visible presence of young people, who were integrated into the work of the 

Conference;  
• The active participation of civil society (NGOs);  
• The progress achieved since the forty-sixth session in the linguistic balance, the 

male/female representation and the quality of the discussion leaders in the 
workshops; 

• The dialogue that took place on a theme of current concern—a subject that faces 
everybody but for which nobody has any ready-made solutions;  

• The importance and the quality of the content of the “Message” and the 
“Conclusions and priorities for action” that were adopted.  

 
The wish was also expressed that the follow-up to the Conference would be carried out in 
the best way possible.  
 
Even though they could not be exactly described as criticisms, the Members of the 
Council identified a certain number of points that should be considered for improvement 
in the event of another Conference and they made a number of concrete proposals on these 
matters: 
 

• the number of speakers in the panels could, given the time constraints and to 
encourage greater exchanges, perhaps be limited to two or three instead of four; 

• the arrangements for the plenary sessions, during which some speakers had had 
difficulty respecting the speaking time and focusing their speech on the theme, 
rather than on various elements in their national report; 

• the limited time available to the workshop rapporteurs to write their reports;  
• the procedure for preparing the final document, while representing an 

improvement over 2001 in the involvement of various Electoral Groups, continues 
to pose a certain number of practical problems connected with the urgency, the co-
ordination of the two main language versions, whether or not their was a draft 
version, as well as the management of political problems that may arise and 
undermine our ability to carry out the work in the best possible way.   

• finally, the question of the future of the ICE was raised by one delegate: its success 
encourages us to continue along these lines but should we not introduce further 
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innovations and, for example, transform the ICE into a true global forum, not only 
for people from the world of education but also all their partners in society? 

 
The Director of the IBE expressed her gratitude to the entire Council—and particularly to 
its President—for its extraordinary commitment, and she thanked specifically the Member 
States and the organizations that had made a significant contribution, either financially or 
intellectually. The preparation and holding of the forty-seventh ICE represented an 
extremely heavy investment for the IBE and had led to much anxiety, particularly 
financial. However, the participation and the quality of the exchanges had shown that it 
had been worthwhile. For her part, Mrs Aïcha Bah Diallo, ADG/ED a.i., expressed the 
gratitude of the Education Sector to all those involved in the success of the ICE (the 
Director and the staff of the IBE, the Council and its President), as well as to the Member 
States (especially Switzerland and Geneva) whose support had enabled the participation 
of developing countries. Finally, she expressed her satisfaction with the collaboration 
between the IBE and Headquarters during this session, which had presented an extremely 
good image of our Organization; all of UNESCO could therefore be proud of the 
extraordinary success of the Conference, which would contribute to making our work 
more auspicious.  
 
Decision: 

The Council congratulated itself on the success of the forty-seventh session of the 
ICE. It decided to return to this subject during its fifty-third session (January 
2005), in order to carry out an in-depth evaluation of the entire work of the 
Conference.  

 
5. Dates of the next session of the Council 
 

The Council confirmed the dates reserved for its fifty-third session from 26 to 28 
January 2005. As in the past, the Administrative Group would meet on 24 and 25 
January. 

 
6. Any other business 
 
The Director of the IBE drew the Council’s attention to the fact that in January 2005 the 
financial arrangements in the 33 C/5 will have already been decided. In 2003, Mr John 
Daniel, ADG/ED, promised that the IBE’s budget for 2006/2007 would not be reduced. 
For its part, the Council has continued to defend the idea that, to carry out its mission, the 
IBE needed a regular contribution from UNESCO of US$5,000,000 per biennium. The  
ADG/ED a.i. recalled that it was within the Executive Board that these matters were 
discussed and that several members of the Council were involved in it.  
 
7. Closure of the meeting 
 
In closing the fifty-second session, at 3.55 p.m., the President stressed that everybody had 
been responsible for the success of the ICE and thanked the Council for its remarkable 
commitment and its unswerving support.   


