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UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, 

SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION 
 

COUNCIL OF THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU OF EDUCATION 
 

AGENDA for the fifty-fourth session 
25–27 January 2006 

Wednesday, 25 January (morning) 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
1. Opening of the session  

2. Adoption of the Agenda (doc. UNESCO/BIE/C.54/1/Prov.)  
and of the Annotated agenda (doc. UNESCO/BIE/C.54/1/Prov./Add) 

3.  Election of the President, of the Steering Committee and of the subsidiary bodies of the IBE Council 
4. Activities of the IBE during 2005 

4.1 Report of the Director a.i. (doc. UNESCO/BIE/C.54/2+54/Inf.2) 
4.2 Report of the Administrative Group (doc. UNESCO/BIE/C.54/Inf.3) 
4.3 Discussion 

 
Wednesday 25 January (afternoon) 3 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
 Activities of the IBE during 2005 (continued) 

4.4 Replies by the Director a.i. to the Council’s questions 
4.5 Approval of the Report on activities during 2005 
4.6 Approval of the Provisional Accounts, 2005 (doc. UNESCO/BIE/C.54/Inf.2) 

5. The IBE’s Programme of Activities for 2006 
5.1 Proposals by the Director a.i. (doc. UNESCO/BIE/C.54/3) 
5.2 Report of the Administrative Group (doc. UNESCO/BIE/C.54/Inf.3) 
5.3 Discussion 
 

Thursday 26 January (morning) 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
The IBE’s Programme of Activities for 2006 (continued) 
5.4 Replies by the Director a.i. to the Council’s questions 
5.5 Approval of the Programme of Activities for 2006 
5.6 Approval of the Budget, 2006 
5.7 Formal approval of the entire Report of the Administrative Group (doc. UNESCO/BIE/C.54/Inf.3) 

6. “Overall Strategy for UNESCO Institutes and Centres and their Governing Bodies” adopted by 
the thirty-third session of the General Conference 
Presentation by Mr Peter Smith, ADG/ED (doc. UNESCO/BIE/C.54/Inf.4) 

 
Thursday 26 January (afternoon) 3 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
7. Forum of the Council: 

1) The presentation of new publications 
2) Homage to Cecilia Braslavsky (doc. UNESCO/BIE/C.54/Inf.5) 
3) Cocktail at the IBE 

 
Friday 27 January (morning) 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
8. Closed session: the choice of candidates to be submitted to the Director-General for the post of 

Director of the IBE 

9. Report on the external evaluation of the IBE (doc. UNESCO/BIE/C.54/Inf.6) 

10. Dates of the fifty-fifth session of the Council 

11. Any other business 

12. Adoption of the decisions of the fifty-fourth session (doc. UNESCO/BIE/C.54/Decisions Prov.)  

13. Closing of the fifty-fourth session  
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The fifty-fourth session of the IBE Council will be held in Room A of the Varembé Conference Centre 
(CCV) – 9-11 rue de Varembé (opposite the International Conference Centre of Geneva – CICG).  
 
It will begin on Wednesday 25 January 2006 at 10 a.m. and it is foreseen that it will end on Friday 27 
January, if possible at 1 p.m.  
 
In principle, the timetable for the session will be: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; and 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
 
The Administrative Group will meet at the same place (Room B) from Monday 23 January 2006 at 10 
a.m. to Tuesday 24 January at 1 p.m.   
 
 
Wednesday 25 January 2006, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
1.  Opening of the session 
 
The session will be opened on Wednesday 25 January at 10 o’clock by Mr Pedro M. Nsingui Barros 
(Angola), outgoing President of the IBE Council. 
 
2. Adoption of the Agenda and the Annotated Agenda 

DOCUMENTS: UNESCO/BIE/C.54/1Prov + Addendum 
 
The draft Agenda and the calendar of the session have already been discussed and accepted by the 
Council’s Steering Committee on 13 June 2005. However, in conformity with its Rules of Procedure 
(Article IV, para. 5), “After the adoption of the agenda, the Council may, in the course of the session, 
alter the order of the agenda items or add or delete items. A two-thirds majority of the members 
present and voting shall be required for the addition or deletion of an item in the course of a session.” 
 
DECISION: 
The Council is invited:  
- to comment upon and, if necessary, amend the draft Agenda;  
- to adopt it in its final form. 
 
3. Election of the President, the Steering Committee and the subsidiary bodies of the IBE 

Council 
 DOCUMENTS: Statutes of the IBE and Rules of Procedure of the Council of the IBE 
 
Following the election of new members that took place at the thirty-third session of the General 
Conference of UNESCO (see the new composition of the Council as an Annex), the Council must 
choose its new Steering Committee for the 2006–2007 biennium, as well as any subsidiary bodies that 
it considers useful. In conformity with the Statutes of the IBE (Article IV, para. 5): “The Council shall 
elect its Steering Committee, comprising a President and six Vice-Presidents, who shall be nationals 
of the six regional groups.” The Steering Committee is elected for a period of two years; its members 
may be re-elected but cannot retain their seat for more than four years. During the last biennium, the 
Steering Committee was made up of representatives of the following Member States: Angola, 
President (Electoral Group Va); vice-presidents: for Group I (Western Europe): Portugal; for Group II 
(Central/Eastern Europe): Lithuania; for Group III (Latin America/Caribbean): Haiti; for Group IV: 
(Asia/Pacific): China; for Group Vb (Arab States): Kuwait. Angola, China, Haiti and Lithuania are no 
longer members of the Council; Portugal, which has had a seat for four years, may not be re-elected. 
 
In conformity with Article IV, para. 6, of the Statutes of the IBE, according to which: “The Council 
may set up subsidiary bodies to assist in the execution of its specific tasks”, two bodies have been 
created regularly over a period of many years: the Administrative Group and the Working Group 
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responsible for assisting the Director of the IBE in preparing for the International Conference on 
Education (ICE). The two groups include a representative from each electoral group and members 
may be re-elected. 
 
During the last biennium, the Administrative Group was made up in the following way: Electoral 
Group I (Western Europe): France; Group II (Central/Eastern Europe): Bulgaria; Group III (Latin 
America/Caribbean): Jamaica; Group IV (Asia/Pacific): Malaysia; Group Va (Africa): Madagascar; 
Group Vb (Arab States): United Arab Emirates. Three Member States are no longer members of the 
new Council: France, Jamaica and the United Arab Emirates. In conformity with the Statutes of the 
IBE, which foresee that the Steering Committee (and its subsidiary bodies) remain in office until the 
new bodies have been elected, the Administrative Group has been brought together in its present form. 
Interested Member States may, nevertheless, assign a representative or take a seat as an observer.  
 
Given that no date has been foreseen for the next ICE, the Council will decide if it wishes from now 
on to set up a Working Group responsible for assisting the Director of the IBE in preparing the forty-
eighth session of the ICE or whether it is better to wait until the fifty-fifth session of the Council in 
January 2007.  
 
DECISION: 
The Council is invited:  
- to elect a President and five vice-presidents for a period of two years; 
- to elect, for the same period of time, the members of the Administrative Group; 
- to elect, if necessary, the members of the Working Group to prepare the ICE. 
 
4.  The activities of the IBE during 2005 

DOCUMENTS: UNESCO/BIE/C.54/2 et 54/Inf. 2 + 54/Inf. 3 (The report of the Administrative 
Group will be distributed at the beginning of the meeting.) 

 
4.1 The Director a.i. of the IBE will give an oral presentation of the significant elements in his 

report of activities. 
4.2 The Council will take note of the report of the Administrative Group on the activities 

during 2005. 
4.3 The Council will discuss the report of activities. 

 
 
Wednesday 25 January, from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
(continuation of item 4 on the agenda) 

 
4.4 The Director a.i. will reply to the Council’s questions. 
4.5 The Council will move to approve the report of activities for 2005.  
4.6 The Council will then approve the provisional accounts for 2005.  
 

DECISION: 
In conformity with the Statutes of the IBE which state that it will “supervise the implementation 
of the programme of activities of the Bureau”, the Council is invited: 
- to discuss the report of the Director a.i. on the activities conducted during 2005; 
- to discuss and adopt that part of the report of the Administrative Group dealing with the 

activities during 2005;  
- to approve the report of activities during 2005;  
- to approve the provisional accounts of the IBE for 2005;  
- to delegate to its Steering Committee the authority to approve the audited accounts for 2005.  
 



UNESCO/BIE/C.54/Proceedings and Decisions 
Annex I – Page 4  

 
 

 

5.  The IBE’s Programme of Activities for 2006 
DOCUMENTS: UNESCO/BIE/C.54/3+ C.54/Inf. 3 (The report of the Administrative Group will 
be distributed at the beginning of the meeting.) 

 
5.1 The Director a.i. will make an oral presentation of the proposals for the programme of 

activities, as well as a draft budget, for 2006.  
5.2 The Council will take note of the Report of the Administrative Group on this item. 
5.3 The Council will discuss the programme proposals for 2006.  

 
 
Thursday 26 January, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
(continuation of item 5 on the agenda) 

 
5.4 The Director a.i. will reply to the Council’s questions. 
5.5 After discussion, the Council will proceed with the adoption of the Programme of 

Activities for 2006. 
5.6 The Council will proceed with approval of the IBE budget and the Resolution concerning 

the credit transfer for 2006. 
5.7 The Council will proceed with the formal approval of the whole of the Report of the 

Administrative Group. 
 
DECISION: 
In conformity with the Statutes of the IBE stating that it is responsible for defining “in detail, 
within the framework of the programme and budget adopted by the General Conference and taking 
available extra-budgetary resources in to account, as appropriate, the activities to be undertaken by 
the Bureau”, the Council is invited: 
- to comment upon the proposals by the Director a.i.; 
- to discuss and adopt that part of the Report of the Administrative Group concerning the 

Programme for 2006; 
- to approve the draft programme of activities for 2006; 
- to approve the draft budget and the Resolution concerning the credit transfer for 2006; 
- to formally approve the entire Report of the Administrative Group. 
 
6. “Overall Strategy for UNESCO Institutes and Centres and their Governing Bodies”. 

DOCUMENT: UNESCO/BIE/C.54/Inf. 4 
 
Mr Peter Smith, the new assistant Director-General for Education (ADG/ED), will present to the 
Council the main elements of this strategy, adopted by the 171st session of the Executive Board, and 
subsequently by the thirty-third session of the General Conference. The ADG/ED will no doubt also 
wish to inform the Council about the restructuring process being undertaken in UNESCO’s Education 
Sector.  
 
 
Thursday 26 January, 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
 
7.  Forum of the Council  
 
The Council’s Steering Committee would like to pay solemn homage to the memory of Cecilia 
Braslavsky during this fifty-fourth session. This homage will have three facets.  
 
Firstly, there will be the presentation of some important publications completed in 2005 and to which 
Cecilia, despite her illness, devoted all of her energy. The special issue of Prospects for December 
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2005, entirely devoted to Cecilia’s work, will also be presented. (DOCUMENT: 
UNESCO/BIE/C.54/Inf. 5) 
 
Then, the IBE has invited Mr Juan Carlos Tedesco, Director of the IIEP/Buenos Aires and former 
Director of the IBE, as well as Mr Norberto Bottani, former Director of the Educational Research 
Service of the Canton of Geneva (SRED), to express their appreciation of the commitment made 
throughout her life by “Cecilia Braslavsky: an exceptional educator”.  
 
Finally, the Council will be invited to join the staff of the IBE in its traditional cocktail, during which 
the “Cecilia Braslavsky Room” will be inaugurated.  
 
 
Friday 27 January, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
8. A closed session to choose the candidates to be submitted to the Director-General of 

UNESCO for the post of Director of the IBE.  
 
According to its Statutes, the Council of the IBE has very clear competencies in choosing the 
Director of the IBE. Indeed, Article V(f) of the Statutes of the IBE states that the Council is 
responsible for submitting “to the Director-General a list of at least three names with a view to the 
appointment of a director in accordance with the dispositions of Article VI below.” Article VI (1) 
says: “The Director of the Bureau shall be appointed by the Director-General from the list prepared 
by the Council, in accordance with Article V(f)”.   
 
The Council will be informed in detail of the recruitment procedure and it will examine the Report of 
the selection panel for the new Director, chaired by the out-going President of the IBE Council.  
 
DECISION: 
The Council is invited:  
- to choose the list of “at least three names” to be submitted to the Director-General of UNESCO 

for the appointment of a new Director.  
 
9.  External evaluation report of the IBE 

DOCUMENT: UNESCO/BIE/C.54/Inf. 6 
 

In conformity with the decisions taken during its fifty-third session, the Council will examine and 
discuss the external evaluation report of the IBE, which was carried out in the autumn of 2005 under 
the responsibility of the Internal Oversight Service (IOS) and which will be presented to the Executive 
Board in the spring of 2006.  
 
DECISION: 
The Council is invited:  

- to acquaint itself with the evaluation report; 
- to make observations about it;  
- and, if necessary, to communicate its observations to the Executive Board. 

 
10. Dates for the fifty-fifth session of the Council 
 
DECISION: 
The Council is invited:  
- to establish the dates for its fifty-fifth session (2007), as well as those for the meeting of its 

Steering Committee in 2006. 
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11. Any other business 
 
12. Adoption of the decisions of the fifty-fourth session 
   DOCUMENT: UNESCO/BIE/C.54/Decisions Prov. 
 
In conformity with the Rules of Procedure of the Council of the IBE (Rule 22), which foresee 
that “the Council shall approve at each session the text of the decisions adopted during that 
session” and that “the text shall be published during the month following the end of the session”, 
the Council is invited: 
- to make observations on the draft Decisions of the fifty-fourth session;  
- to adopt them; 
- to make the Council Secretariat responsible for publishing the text between now and the 

beginning of March 2006.  
 
13. Closing of the fifty-fourth session. 


