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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 3

concerning

ECONOMIES IN THE FIELD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION
(1934)

The Confe re n c e,

Being convinced that it would be dange rous to train up a future
ge n e ration of citizens inadequat e ly prep a red phy s i c a l ly, i n t e l l e c t u a l ly
and mora l ly, and there fo re incap able of facing the fo rm i d able pro-
blems caused by the re o rga n i z ation of the wo rl d,

1) Draws the attention of Gove rnments to the serious consequences
wh i ch economies in the field of education are like ly to have and sug-
gests that attempts should be made to economise in other fields wh i ch
a re not so cl o s e ly re l ated to mat e rial and spiritual progre s s ;

2) Notes with sat i s faction that resolutions of this nat u re have been
adopted by the Exe c u t ive Committee of the Intern ational Bureau of
E d u c at i o n , by seve ral large intern ational educational associations and
c o n fe re n c e s , and also by the Intern ational Committee on Intellectual
C o - o p e ration and the A s s e m bly of the League of Nat i o n s ;

3) Noting with regret that certain countries have been compelled, by
c i rcumstances due to the economic cri s i s , to introduce re t re n ch m e n t s
often of serious consequence, in the field of educat i o n , the Confe re n c e
d raws the attention of Gove rnments to the fo l l owing considerat i o n s :

a) The most dange rous reductions are those made en bloc without
rega rd to the usefulness or effi c i e n cy of the institutions affe c t e d ;

b) It would be wiser to present contemplated re s t rictions for study
to the authorities re s p o n s i ble for public instruction rather than to
h ave them determined by the authorities pri m a ri ly re s p o n s i ble for the
bu d ge t ;
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c) Reductions in the salaries of the teaching body constitute a
s e rious danger to the re c ruitment of teach e rs who ought to be an elite,
since to them is entrusted the future of the nat i o n ;

d) No reduction should be made wh i ch would injure the phy s i c a l
health and the morale of the ch i l d re n — h e a l t hy school pre m i s e s , s ch o o l
c a n t e e n s , p l aying fi e l d s , h o l i d ay camps, the va rious social age n c i e s ,
wh i ch have given a new ori e n t ation to the school of to-day and wh i ch
a re more necessary than ever in a period of dep ression; 

e) A ny reduction of school equipment like ly to jeopardise the out-
put of education should be avoided; 

f) The size of classes should not be increased to the point of impai-
ring the effi c i e n cy of instru c t i o n , or of compromising the health of the
pupils; 

g) School inspection, upon wh i ch part ly depends the competency of
the educational system in a given country, should be kept up to a high
l evel of effi c i e n cy. 
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