
I N T RO D U C T I O N
to the third edition

The fi rst collected edition of the Recommendations of the
I n t e rn ational Confe rences on Public Educat i o n , meeting in Geneva each
year from 1934 until the beginning of the second wo rld war in 1939, wa s
p u blished by the Intern ational Bureau of Education in 1944.

The wo rk of the Intern ational Bureau of Education continued duri n g
the war ye a rs , but it was not possible to call another Intern at i o n a l
C o n fe rence on Public Education until March , 1946. From 1947 onwa rd s ,
these confe rences have been convened jointly by the United Nat i o n s
E d u c at i o n a l , C u l t u ral and Scientific Orga n i z ation and the Intern at i o n a l
B u reau of Educat i o n , in accordance with the terms of the agreement bet-
ween the two orga n i z at i o n s .

The re c o m m e n d ations wh i ch fo l l ow comprise in all more than one
thousand cl a u s e s , and thus constitute a kind of intern ational ch a rter or
code of public educat i o n , a body of educational doctrine of ve ry wide
scope and import a n c e. Th ey are not to be rega rded as conve n t i o n s , n o r
yet simply as wishes ex p ressed by private congresses. Th ey we re passed
by the duly authori zed delegates of gove rn m e n t s .

Th ey we re passed, m o re ove r, after careful pre l i m i n a ry inquiry and the
p re s e n t ation of detailed rep o rts on the part of the Ministries of
E d u c ation. and thus embody not mere ly ideal but also we l l - founded and
p ra c t i c able suggestions for educational adva n c e.

We there fo re ve n t u re to draw the attention of the re s p o n s i ble authori-
ties and individuals to these fifty-one re c o m m e n d ations. Th ey will
p rove, we believe, in conjunction with the inquiries on wh i ch they are
b a s e d, a va l u able source of inspiration and guidance.

J. PIAGET
Director

International Bureau of Education.
(1929-1967)
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