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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 2

concerning

ADMISSION TO SECONDARY SCHOOLS
(1934)

The Confe re n c e,

While re c ognising that dive rsity of circumstances compels diffe re n t
c o u n t ries to adopt diffe rent systems of orga n i z at i o n ,

B e l i eving that a certain number of pupils admitted into secondary
s chools are incap able of benefiting suffi c i e n t ly from the regular secon-
d a ry curri c u l u m ,

B e l i eving on the other hand that the ove rc rowding of institutions of
higher education and the extent of unemployment among the intellec-
tual cl a s s e s , a re like ly to cause dange rous unrest among young people,

Th at this ove rc rowding of institutions of higher education is due,
among other causes, to the ve ry laudable desire for ge n e ral culture and
the determ i n ation to be assured of the adva n t ages of good moral and
m at e rial conditions in life,

Th at it is important for the social life of nat i o n s , as well as in the
i n t e rest of indiv i d u a l s , to prep a re—along with an elite belonging to the
l i b e ral vo c at i o n s — c o m m e rc i a l , i n d u s t ri a l , agri c u l t u ral elites, e t c. , c o r-
responding to the diffe rent types of economic activ i t y, yet possessing
at the same time a tru ly ge n e ral culture,

1) Deems it necessary, in order to avo i d, as far as possibl e, e rro rs
in the guidance of pupils and the discouragement resulting there f ro m ,
to orga n i ze vo c ational guidance during the last compulsory year of
e l e m e n t a ry sch o o l , so that advice to the pupils will be given after col-
l ab o ration with the teach e r, the doctor and the office of vo c ational gui-
dance—the final decision however to rest with the fa m i ly ;
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2) Believes it desirable to establish better coord i n ation between the
e l e m e n t a ry school curriculum and the curricula of the secondary
s chools in order to ensure, e s p e c i a l ly in the fi rst ye a rs of sch o o l i n g,
easy passage from one type of school to another;

3) Wishes to emphasise the importance of the type of schools cal-
led in some countries “ m i ddle sch o o l s ” , in others “senior elementary
s ch o o l s ” , “ s chools of pre - vo c ational guidance”, e t c. , wh i ch though not
h aving as their aim prep a ration for the unive rs i t i e s , a re able to give
their pupils both sufficient ge n e ral culture and a practical tra i n i n g,
p rep a ring them dire c t ly either for immediate entry into a pro fe s s i o n , o r
for certain higher vo c ational sch o o l s ;

4) Believes it desirable to improve the methods of selection fo r
admission to secondary schools pro p e rly so-called. For this selection
the fo l l owing fa c t o rs should be taken into considerat i o n :

a) The leaving cert i fi c ate of the elementary sch o o l , as well as the
i n d ividual rep o rt of the elementary school teach e rs ;

b) An ex a m i n ation conducted according to scientific methods
aiming not only to determine the know l e d ge acquire d, but also the
c apacity of the student for continuing his studies;

5) Notes with interest that in seve ral countries there are, sitting on
commissions of vo c ational guidance and of selection, either rep re s e n-
t at ives of the teaching body, or rep re s e n t at ives of the pare n t s , and in
some cases rep re s e n t at ives of both;

6) Draws the attention of the school authorities to the fact that , a s
all selection means fo rced eliminat i o n , eve ry pupil refused admittance
to the secondary schools proper should be guided towa rds other studies
or towa rds a practical vo c ational training corresponding with his ap t i-
t u d e s ;

7) In spite of the complexity of the pro blem of free schooling and
the dive rse conditions in diffe rent countri e s , b e l i eves that school fe e s
should in no case prevent attendance at secondary sch o o l s ;

8) Consequently at t a ches the gre atest importance to the granting of
s ch o l a rs h i p s , the amount of wh i ch should cover as completely as pos-
s i ble the cost of studies, and if the financial position of the pare n t s
demands it, should even compensate for the ch i l d ’s loss of wage s .
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