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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 4

concerning

THE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING OF ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL TEACHERS

(1935)

1) The Confe re n c e,

C o n s i d e ring that the present economic and social conditions, a n d
the development of know l e d ge have made the task of elementary
s chool teach e rs mu ch more difficult and more complex ;

Th at , in the wo rk of educat i o n , it is the personality of the teach e r
wh i ch is the decisive fa c t o r, and that , c o n s e q u e n t ly, the pro blem of the
p ro fessional training of future teach e rs assumes gre at import a n c e ;

Th at , in connection with this tra i n i n g, it is necessary to take full
a c c o u n t , not only of ge n e ral and pedagogical know l e d ge pro p e rly so
c a l l e d, but also and especially of moral va l u e s ;

Is glad to see that , in nearly all countri e s , this question of the pre-
p a ration of elementary school teach e rs occupies a fo remost place in
the thoughts of school authori t i e s .

2) While bearing in mind the diffe rences of training imposed in the
d i ffe rent countries by histori c, ge ograp h i c, economic and social condi-
t i o n s ,

The Confe rence notes that there is a current of opinion in favour of
t raining elementary school teach e rs in Unive rsities or Unive rs i t y
Institutes of Educat i o n , or in Te a ch e rs ’ C o l l ege s , after the completion
of secondary school studies.

3) The Confe rence ex p resses the wish,

Th at the age of admission to the teaching pro fession and, c o n s e-
q u e n t ly, t h at the age of admission to training centre s , should be such
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t h at the young teach e r, b e fo re entering upon his duties, shall have
a c q u i red a sufficient moral and intellectual mat u ri t y, and a deep
consciousness of the importance of his task and of his re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ;

That the selection of candidates should not depend solely on knowledge
acquired, but that moral, intellectual and physical aptitudes should be serious-
ly taken into account;

That the studies of future elementary school teachers should be free or that,
at any rate, scholarships should be awarded to deserving but necessitous candi-
dates.

4) The Conference,

Believes that professional and pedagogical training properly so called
should be given in addition to a good general culture;

That, consequently, the duration of studies should be such that the pupils
shall be assured, without overworking, both a general culture and a sufficient
professional training;

That,nevertheless,it is possible to give this general culture first and to leave
to the training centres (Unive rs i t i e s , Faculties of Educat i o n , U n ive rs i t y
Institutes of Education,Academies or Teachers’Colleges, Training Colleges or
Normal Schools) only the professional training, at least in countries where it is
not deemed possible to ensure the whole of the general culture and the peda-
gogical training in the same school.

5) The Conference,

Believes that, in view of the professional training of future elementary
school teachers, the curricula and the time-tables should include not only the
theoretical study of education and of the auxiliary sciences, but also serious
practical training;

Th at a place should also be given to those economic and artistic disciplines in wh i ch
e l e m e n t a ry school teach e rs must later initiate the pupils entrusted to their care, either in
s chools or in orga n i z ations of post-school education; and that , in add i t i o n , a c c o u n t
should be taken of the important role of physical culture in training the pers o n a l i t y ;

Hopes that the professional training (pedagogical, social and practical) of
future elementary school teachers will be inspired by the principles underlying
the most progressive thought in education,and will reserve a sufficient place to
individual research, and considers that the professional training should be of
such a nature that an intimate contact between future teachers and the popula-
tions they will have to teach, especially in rural districts,may be assured;

Th at particular importance will be accorded to the model sch o o l s
a n n exe d, and that these will include ru ral schools as well as urban sch o o l s .
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6) The Confe re n c e,

B e l i eves that the training of urban teach e rs , and of ru ral teach e rs
wh e re it is deemed necessary to diffe re n t i at e, should of the same leve l
and should confer the same stat u s ;

Points out, m o re ove r, t h at , in seve ral countri e s , f u t u re elementary
s chool teach e rs , in addition to their ge n e ral pro fessional tra i n i n g, s p e-
cialise in certain particular disciplines wh i ch they will afterwa rd s
t e a ch , at least to the older pupils of the elementary sch o o l s .

7) The Confe re n c e,

B e l i eves that the young teach e rs should not be perm a n e n t ly ap p o i n-
ted until they have completed a suffi c i e n t ly long period of pro b at i o n ,
rat i o n a l ly orga n i zed and pro p e rly contro l l e d ;

E x p resses the hope that re f resher courses for teach e rs active ly
e n gaged in teaching will be ge n e ralised and become a permanent ins-
t i t u t i o n .

9


