
R 5

R E C O M M E N DATION No. 5

concerning

THE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING OF SECONDARY
SCHOOL TEACHERS

(1935)

The Confe re n c e,

C o n s i d e ring that , in nearly all countri e s , s e c o n d a ry education is at
the present time the subject of gre at re fo rms and sometimes even of
complete re o rga n i z at i o n ,

Th at it is important to seize this opportunity further to improve the
p ro fessional and pure ly pedagogical prep a ration of future secondary
s chool teach e rs at the same time as their ge n e ral tra i n i n g,

1) Pa rt i c u l a rly draws the attention of the re s p o n s i ble school autho-
rities to the importance of this pro bl e m ;

2) The Confe rence re c ognises the necessity of assuring future
s e c o n d a ry school teach e rs a well developed scientific training in uni-
ve rsity institutions or in establishments for higher education; conse-
q u e n t ly re c ognises that this scientific training necessitates a cert a i n
s p e c i a l i z at i o n ;

3) But believes that this specialization should not be pre m at u re or
too narrow, and that the training of future secondary school teach e rs
should not be limited only to the subjects to be taught—but that it
should include in add i t i o n :

a) a systematic moral training in the duties of the teacher; 

b) a suffi c i e n t ly developed study of the re l ated subjects;

c) theoretic pedagogical studies, of wh i ch it wishes to emphasise
the import a n c e, and wh i ch should in particular deal with psych o l ogy
of the adolescent, and with modern methods of control concerning the
results of this teach i n g ;
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d) a practical tra i n i n g, no less essential, wh i ch should be give n
either in practice sch o o l s , or in systemat i c a l ly orga n i zed pro b at i o n a ry
p e ri o d s ;

4) Expresses the hope that , in the training of future secondary
s chool teach e rs for gi rl s , full account will  be taken of the part that
their pupils will have to play in the home and that a place will be give n
in their tra i n i n g, as in the curricula of secondary sch o o l s , to home eco-
n o m i c s , hy gi e n e, child care and parent educat i o n ;

5) Hopes that the duration of studies will be sufficient to permit of
c o n c i l i ation between the demands of ge n e ral training and those of
t h e o retic pedagogical training and of practical tra i n i n g, and that ade-
q u ate tests will be provided so that students without the nat u ral quali-
ties wh i ch are essential, m ay be eliminated befo re they proceed to the
final cert i fi c at e ;

6) Recommends that in the pro c e d u res for appointment account
should be taken not only of the theoretic know l e d ge of the new teach e r
but part i c u l a rly of his ch a racter and his pro fessional ap t i t u d e s ;

7) Draws the special attention of school authorities to the need fo r
granting facilities to teach e rs alre a dy in posts to improve their pro fe s-
sional stat u s .
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