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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 8

concerning

THE ORGANIZATION OF RURAL EDUCATION
(1936)

The Intern ational Confe rence on Public Educat i o n ,

C o nvened at Geneva by the Intern ational Bureau of Education and
being assembled on the 13th of Ju ly for its 5th session, adopts the fo l-
l owing re c o m m e n d ation on the fifteenth of Ju ly one thousand nine
h u n d red and thirt y - s i x :

The Confe re n c e,

C o n s i d e ring that in va rious countries the peasant class constitutes a
re s e rvoir of physical health and an element of moral fo rce wh i ch it is
n e c e s s a ry to safeg u a rd in integrity by fighting against the drift to the
t owns and the dep o p u l ation of the country ;

Th at the conditions of modern civ i l i s ation and the progress of agri-
c u l t u ral technique make it possible to orga n i ze an easier and a more
c o m fo rt able life in the country ;

Th at , even if the expansion of education has not had the seri o u s
e ffe c t , wh i ch some would lead us to believe, of drawing young people
away from the country, the schools have at any rate in this respect not
a lways been free from bl a m e ;

Th at , on the contra ry, the ru ral sch o o l , without aiming at giving a
p u re ly agri c u l t u ral teach i n g, could and should enable country ch i l d re n
to understand the importance and the social and intellectual dignity of
peasant life, and should give them the fundamental scientific know l e d-
ge wh i ch is nowa d ays necessary for the intelligent practice of ru ra l
vo c at i o n s ;
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C o n s i d e ring that , ge n e ra l ly speaking, the pro blem of the ru ra l
s chool is to be found to-day in almost all  countri e s , though in va ry i n g
a s p e c t s ;

Recommends to the Ministries of Public Instruction in the va ri o u s
c o u n t ri e s :

1) Th at it should be an accepted principle that the education give n
to the ch i l d ren in ru ral schools should not be in any way infe rior to
t h at given to the ch i l d ren in urban sch o o l s , and that it should perm i t
them to pass into secondary sch o o l s ;

2) Th at , to this end, and to assure gre ater justice in the field of edu-
c at i o n , an effo rt should be made to re m e dy as far as possible any unfa-
vo u rable conditions wh i ch may still exist in ru ral sch o o l s ;

3) Th at the same standard of instruction should be ensured in all
s ch o o l s , whether in town or country, it being nat u ra l ly incumbent on
the teach e rs to adapt their curricula to local conditions and, in part i-
c u l a r, to draw their “ c e n t res of intere s t ” f rom the env i ronment in
wh i ch their pupils live ;

4) Th at an effo rt should be made also to adapt the orga n i z ation of
ru ral schools (holiday s , va c at i o n s , t i m e - t abl e s , as well as curricula) to
the conditions of local or regional life ;

5) Th at in order to assure a more complete community of spirit bet-
ween urban and ru ral sch o o l s , both should be under the same Ministry ;

6) Th at the ge n e ral curricula of elementary schools should have a
d e finite bearing on the conditions of life in the country ;

7) Th at ru ral teach e rs should utilise the peculiar facilities for tea-
ching offe red by their env i ronment so as to give a concrete and liv i n g
ch a racter to their lessons, and thus to develop in their pupils a taste fo r
ru ral life ;

8) Th at for the older ch i l d ren in the ru ral schools the scientific ins-
t ru c t i o n , without being pure ly agri c u l t u ra l , should have a part i c u l a r
b e a ring upon the ideas needed nowa d ays by agri c u l t u rists for an intel-
l i gent and pro fi t able practice of their vo c at i o n ;

9) Th at , in order to enable ru ral schools to give the ch i l d ren the
complete education to wh i ch they are entitled, the maximum nu m b e r
of pupils to be admitted to any single-teacher school should be str i c t-
ly limited;
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10) Th at an endeavour should be made to reduce the number of
s i n g l e - t e a cher schools as far as possible by the provision of central or
c o n s o l i d ated schools; and that , even if such schools are retained fo r
the sake of the yo u n ger pupils, c e n t ral classes should, at any rat e, b e
e s t ablished for the older boys and gi rl s , and to this end, n e c e s s a ry
a rra n gements should be made for tra n s p o rt and meals;

11) Th at , for young people of ru ral fa m i l i e s , who are able to conti-
nue their studies but do not desire a pure ly agri c u l t u ral training sec-
tions with a defi n i t e ly ru ral bias should be established in the senior or
higher elementary schools or corresponding institutions, in addition to
the ge n e ral sections prep a ring for the higher elementary school cert i-
fi c at e s ;

12) Th at teach e rs of ru ral schools should not have a status infe ri o r
to that of teach e rs in town sch o o l s ;

Th at , with this end in view, ge n e ral and pro fessional training of the
same standard should be given to both urban and ru ral teach e rs wh e-
ther in common or in sep a rate institutions adequate attention being
paid in all cases to ru ral subjects and also, in the case of women tea-
ch e rs , to domestic subjects;

13) Th at short courses in agri c u l t u ral or domestic instru c t i o n
should be orga n i zed for men and women teach e rs wishing to speciali-
se in post-school or continu ation wo rk in ru ral are a s ;

14) Th at special benefits should be given to teach e rs in ru ra l
s chools to compensate them for the inconveniences and disadva n t age s
of living away from tow n s , t h e reby encouraging them in some measu-
re to remain in the ru ral are a s ;

15) Th at the wo rk of the ru ral school should be supplemented or
fa c i l i t ated by ex t ra - c u rricular or post-school activities such as yo u n g
fa rm e rs ’ cl u b s , wo m e n s ’ ru ral institutes, i t i n e rant libra ries ru ral bro a d-
c a s t s , e d u c ational fi l m s , e d u c ational and cultural missions, c o rre s p o n-
dence cours e s , e t c.
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