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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 9

concerning

LEGISLATION REGULATING SCHOOL BUILDINGS
(1936)

The Intern ational Confe rence on Public Educat i o n ,

C o nvened at Geneva by the Intern ational Bureau of Education and
being assembled on the 13th of Ju ly for its 5th session, adopts the fo l-
l owing re c o m m e n d ation on the seventeenth of Ju ly one thousand nine
h u n d red and thirt y - s i x :

The Confe re n c e,

C o n s i d e ring that the modern school should give the child a re a l ly
l iving education making a large appeal not only to book learn i n g, bu t
also to the ch i l d ’s observation of his env i ronment and to his va ri o u s
n at u ral activities; that it  should utilise in a large measure the new
means of info rm ation placed at its disposal by modern science (gra-
m o p h o n e s , w i re l e s s , l a n t e rn slides and fi l m s , e t c. ) ;

Th at , in add i t i o n , i t can no longer be limited to the acquisition of
the “tools of the intellect” ( re a d i n g, w ri t i n g, a ri t h m e t i c, d rawing) and
the essential know l e d ge that no modern man can do without, and that
it should also ensure to all the ch i l d ren committed to its ch a rge as
c o m p l e t e ly as possible phy s i c a l , i n t e l l e c t u a l , m o ral and social deve-
l o p m e n t .

Th at consequently it ought to guarantee to these ch i l d ren healthy
conditions of school life, and supervise their physical deve l o p m e n t ,
p roviding such supplementary food as may be necessary, at the same
time teaching them to acquire sound health-hab i t s ;
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Th at manual activities should be given their rightful place in the
s chool so as to ensure a harmonious development of both intellectual
and physical fa c u l t i e s , and to provide a compre h e n s ive vo c at i o n a l
o ri e n t ation for the older ch i l d ren about to leave sch o o l ;

Th at the moral and aesthetic education of ch i l d ren should incl u d e
the orga n i z ation of school societies and gat h e rings of wh i ch the sch o o l
itself should always be the centre, and that the ch i l d ren should conti-
nue to part i c i p ate in these, even after they have left sch o o l ;

Th at in many countries the erection of new school buildings wo u l d
help in the fight against unemployment and financial distre s s ;

Recommends to the Ministries of Public Instru c t i o n :

1) Th at , in designing school bu i l d i n g s , though stru c t u ral and sani-
t a ry needs should be given due import a n c e, the interests of educat i o n
should be the fi rst considerat i o n , and that the opinion of school autho-
rities and teach e rs should carry gre at we i g h t ;

2) Th at the elementary schools should be bu i l t , as far as possibl e
not in the heart of the tow n s , but on sites wh e re large play grounds are
p o s s i ble as well as spacious pre m i s e s , and wh e re playing fields can be
p ro p e rly laid out;

3) Th at the planning of school buildings (ori e n t ation and size of
cl a s s ro o m s , means of access, ve n t i l at i o n , l i g h t i n g, h e ating) should be
i n fluenced by local conditions and by the desirability of harmonising the
s chool with its surro u n d i n g s , but ab ove all by hy gienic considerat i o n s ;

4) Th at the size of the cl a s s ro o m s , the type and arra n gement of the
f u rn i t u re, and the equipment should be determined in consideration of
the peculiar needs of the “ a c t iv i t y ” s ch o o l ;

5) Th at provision should be made for libra ries and for the use of the
gra m o p h o n e, s chool wire l e s s , l a n t e rn slides or fi l m s , e t c. ;

6) Th at schools should be provided with school ga rd e n s , d e m o n s-
t ration plots, and space for open air cl a s s e s ;

7) Th at they should also possess sep a rate art rooms and wo rk s h o p s
a n d, for gi rl s , rooms for domestic subjects (in part i c u l a r, n e e d l ewo rk
cooking and laundry ) ;

8) Th at , to promote the physical development of the ch i l d ren under
s u i t able conditions, the schools should be provided in all cases with
re f reshment rooms or school canteens, s chool clinics with the necessa-
ry equipment and mat e ri a l , p l aying fi e l d s , gy m n a s i a , and wa s h - b a s i n s ,
b at h rooms and showe rs ;
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9) Th at the premises should be equipped for school and post-sch o o l
a c t ivities (reading ro o m s , halls for lantern show s , a s s e m bly halls), t h e
p o o rer schools being allowed the possibility of utilising one room fo r
s eve ral activ i t i e s ;

10) Th at , as far as possibl e, these desiderata should ap p ly not only
to urban sch o o l s , but also to ru ral sch o o l s , the Stat e, if necessary,
aiding local authorities in ru ral are a s ;

11) Th at programmes for new school buildings should fo rm part of
the public wo rks undert a ken to combat the economic cri s i s .
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