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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 11

concerning

THE TEACHING OF MODERN LANGUAGES
(1937)

The Intern ational Confe rence on Educat i o n ,

C o nvened at Geneva by the Intern ational Bureau of Education and
being assembled on the 19th Ju ly at its sixth session, adopts on the
t we n t y - fi rst Ju ly, nineteen hundred and thirt y - s eve n , the fo l l ow i n g
re c o m m e n d at i o n :

The Confe re n c e,

C o n s i d e ring that the study of modern languages in diffe rent types
of schools is steadily gaining in import a n c e,

By reason of its practical utility at a time when the taste for trave l
and the possibility of indulging it have developed ve ry considerably
and the economic re l ations between nations are becoming more nu m e-
ro u s ;

By reason of the cultural interest provided by a direct know l e d ge
not only of the literat u re but also of the customs, the history and the
c iv i l i s ations of fo reign countri e s ;

By reason of the influence wh i ch this closer understanding of one
people by another can and must exe rcise on the growth of the spirit of
p e a c e,

Recommends to the Ministries of Education of the diffe rent coun-
t ri e s ;

1) Th at the study of modern languages should be as far as possibl e
e n c o u raged in diffe rent kinds of sch o o l s , i n cluding vo c ational sch o o l s
and the senior classes of elementary sch o o l s ;
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2) Th at the acquisition of one fo reign language at least should be
made possible for all types of teach e rs — to enable them to ke ep alive
their curiosity about wh at is happening in fo reign countries in the sub-
ject wh i ch they teach — and also because of the pro fi t , both intellec-
tual and social, t h at their teaching is bound to derive from the know-
l e d ge of a fo reign civ i l i s at i o n ;

3) Th at the teaching of a modern language should have as its aim
not only the capacity to use that language for practical purposes bu t ,
wh at is even more import a n t , the educat ive interest insep a rable from a
k n ow l e d ge of fo reign civ i l i s ations and a mutual understanding bet-
ween peoples;

4) Th at , with this end in view, the methods of teaching be dire c t e d
not only to producing a facility in the use of the fo reign language,
whether written or spoke n , but also to making the teaching of modern
l a n g u ages more and more a means towa rds the wider development of
human pers o n a l i t y ;

5) It should be cl e a rly unders t o o d, h oweve r, t h at neither in object
nor method should the teaching of modern languages be modelled on
t h at of the dead languages; that side by side with the more fo rmal exe r-
cises a large pro p o rtion of the time should be devoted to practice in the
actual use of the language — although the use of the direct method
should not be allowed to ex clude ex p l a n ations and that exactitude of
ex p ression wh i ch is only possible in the mother tongue;

6) Th at sufficient time should be devoted not only to the acquisition
of vo c abu l a ry and gra m m a r, but also to the practice of correct pro nu n-
c i ation and intonat i o n , and that with this object in view the essential
phonetic exe rcises should be reg u l a rly pra c t i s e d ;

7) Th at the vo c abu l a ry taught should bear close re l ation to “ wo rd
f re q u e n cy ” and should be adapted to the interests of the pupils;

8) Th at textbooks (courses) should be wri t t e n , ap p ro p ri ate to the
age and needs of the pupils — possibly by teach e rs of the two coun-
t ries in collab o ration — and that room be found in them — though not
to excess — for idioms and ex p ressions of common speech , and that
the subject matter be designed to describe the fo reign country and the
customs of its inhab i t a n t s ;

9) Th at special teaching mat e ri a l , s u ch as wall picture s , ch i l d re n ’s
n ew s p ap e rs , and libra ries of fo reign books, should be ava i l able for the
s t a ff; that the fo rm ation of fo reign language circles be encouraged out-
side the wo rk of the cl a s s room; and that , fi n a l ly, h o l i d ay cours e s ,
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ex ch a n ge of pupi ls, and fo reign correspondence should fur ther  the
acquis ition of a gre ater command of the language and a more dire c t
k n ow l e d ge of the fo reign country ;

10) Th at , re m e m b e ring always that the chief part must be played by
the master, the teaching of fo reign languages should be put in a posi-
tion to pro fit from the re s o u rces supplied by modern science — silent
or sound films rep resenting scenes of fo reign life, typical landscap e s ,
re c o rds in the fo reign tongue and broadcasts — whether intended fo r
the ge n e ral public or arra n ged for the use of sch o o l s ;

11) By reason of the peculiar circumstances insep a rable from the
t e a ching of modern language s , the size of classes should be kept re a-
s o n ably small.
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