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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 12

concerning

THE TEACHING OF PSYCHOLOGY IN THE TRAINING 
OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS

(1937)

The Intern ational Confe rence on Educat i o n ,

C o nvened at Geneva by the Intern ational Bureau of Education and
being assembled on the 19th Ju ly at its sixth session, adopts on the
t we n t y - t h i rd of Ju ly, nineteen hundred and thirt y - s eve n , the fo l l ow i n g
re c o m m e n d at i o n :

The Confe re n c e,

Holding the view that all  education and all educational tech n i q u e
for the va rious grades of teach i n g, should be adapted to the mentality
of the child or of the adolescent,

Th at the psych o l ogical sciences have, d u ring the past ye a rs , m a d e
re m a rk able progre s s , k n ow l e d ge of wh i ch will be of gre at import a n c e
to teach e rs , even in cases wh e re no immediate and direct ap p l i c at i o n
m ay be ex p e c t e d,

Th at , n eve rt h e l e s s , it is less important to give future teach e rs this
special psych o l ogical training than to develop in them a taste fo r
o b s e rvat i o n , as well as an attitude of caution and respect towa rds the
child and of obedience to the laws gove rning his psych o l ogical deve-
l o p m e n t ,

Recommends to the Ministries of Education in the va rious coun-
t ri e s :

1) Th at future teach e rs should acquire a sound psych o l ogical tra i-
ning integrated with their ge n e ral educational prep a ration and part i c u-
l a rly with their teaching pra c t i c e ;

29



R 12

2) Th at this training should include not only ge n e ral psych o l ogy bu t
also and more part i c u l a rly, p s y ch o l ogy of the child and the adolescent;
t h at it should not mere ly seek to initiate future teach e rs into the use of
va rious tests and methods of measure m e n t , wh i ch pre-suppose a we l l
d eveloped critical mind and a certain scientific mat u ri t y, but that it
should comprise a qualitat ive study of mental development and of the
s t ru c t u re of the ch i l d ’s mind, f rom the intellectual and affe c t ive, a n d
i n d ividual and social aspects;

3) Th at , in addition to the study of the normal child and norm a l
a d o l e s c e n t , p rovision should be made for the study of pro blem or
ab n o rmal ch i l d ren (in cooperation with school cl i n i c s ) , of indiv i d u a l
aptitudes and ch a ra c t e ristics (in cooperation with school and vo c at i o-
nal guidance serv i c e s ) , and of the va rious env i ronments in wh i ch the
ch i l d ren are re a re d : h o m e, s ch o o l , e t c. ;

4) Th at , in each of these fi e l d s , the psych o l ogical training should
consist essentially in case-studies, p e rsonal observations and re s e a rch
on the intellectual, m o ral and social development of va ried types of
ch i l d re n , t h at these case-studies should precede and accompany ex
c at h e d ra cours e s , wh i ch would otherwise tend, on the one hand, to be
m i s u n d e rstood by pupils not having learned by direct ex p e rience to
grasp the sense of the psych o l ogical pro blems and theories and, on the
other hand, to give them an ex agge rated respect for fo rmulas instead of
a know l e d ge of the importance of studying fa c t s ;

5) Th at this psych o l ogical training should not be given to future
t e a ch e rs until they are old enough and suffi c i e n t ly mat u re, and have
enough ge n e ral culture and biological tra i n i n g, to enable them to
u n d e rstand the significance of the ex p e riments in wh i ch they are cal-
led upon to collab o rat e ;

6) Th at this training should be given by pro fe s s o rs who are them-
s e l ves suffi c i e n t ly prep a re d, not only by reason of their philosophical
c u l t u re, but more part i c u l a rly by their practical ex p e rience in scienti-
fic ex p e riments and in the technique of psych o l ogy.
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