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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 14

concerning

THE TEACHING OF CLASSICAL LANGUAGES
(1938)

The Intern ational Confe rence on Public Educat i o n ,

C o nvened at Geneva by the Intern ational Bureau of Education and
being assembled on the 18th of Ju ly at its seventh session, adopts on
the twe n t y - fi rst of Ju ly, nineteen hundred and thirt y - e i g h t , the fo l l o-
wing re c o m m e n d at i o n :

The Confe re n c e,

Faithful to the spirit wh i ch last year inspired the re c o m m e n d at i o n
in favour of the development of the teaching of modern language s ,

Recalls the interest at t a ched to this teach i n g, while at the same time,

C o n s i d e ring that the object of education is to secure not only the
acquisition of useful practical know l e d ge, but also and especially, t h e
fo rm ation of the mora l , intellectual and artistic sense in the highest
p o s s i ble degre e ;

Th at the conditions of modern life render this fo rm ation more and
m o re necessary in order to ensure a proper balance of our faculties and
our tastes;

Th at the most certain way of assisting the self-development of the
child both at school and in later life is doubtless to instil in him along-
side of intellectual activity and the sense of re a l i t y, qualities of judg-
ment and an inquiring mind as well as a re fined taste, and that the
ancient humanities possess a particular educat ive value in this re s p e c t ;

Th at all peoples have a major interest in understanding the civ i l i s a-
tions wh i ch have exe rcised an influence on their ow n , p a rt i c u l a rly
those from wh i ch their own civ i l i s ation has actually emerge d ;
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Th at this know l e d ge of fo rmer civ i l i s ations may be acquired by the
s t u dy of their art  and literat u re, and that the latter can only be intima-
t e ly understood by direct contact, with the tex t s ;

Submits to the Ministries of Public Instruction of the va rious coun-
t ries the fo l l owing re c o m m e n d at i o n :

1) So far as is consistent with the study of modern literat u re and
c iv i l i s ation on the one hand, and of scientific studies on the other, a
s u fficient place should be given to the study of the civ i l i s ations wh i ch
h ave exe rcised a marked influence on the countries concern e d. For all
the countries wh i ch identify themselves entire ly or part i a l ly with
We s t e rn civ i l i s ation an important place should be given to the study of
the ancient civ i l i s ations and, m o re part i c u l a rly, of those of Greece and
R o m e ;

2) This study should not confine itself to the art and civ i l i s ation as
t h ey are to be found ex p ressed in monuments; it implies equally an
u n d e rstanding of the modes of feeling and thought wh i ch find ex p re s-
sion in the written wo rks; more ove r, by their qualities of order and
p ro p o rtion as well as by the precise understanding of human nat u re
wh i ch they affo rd us, the literat u res of Greece and Rome re m a i n
i n c o m p a rable instruments of educat i o n ;

3) It is desirable that contact with the parent civ i l i s ations should be
e s t ablished in particular by direct reading of the tex t s , wh i ch alone
p e rmits of a complete comprehension of these. A c c o rd i n g ly an impor-
tant place ought to be assured in countries of We s t e rn civ i l i s ation to
the study of Greek and Lat i n ;

4) On account of the special educat ive value of this study in the
d evelopment of qualities of ord e r, cl a ri t y, l ogic and analy s i s , i t seems
i m p e rat ive that a prominent place should be assured to it in the tra i-
n i n g, not only of future teach e rs , but also to the gre atest extent pos-
s i ble of the pupils of secondary sch o o l s , gi rls as well as boy s ;

5) The study of classical language s , p a rt i c u l a rly by exe rcises of a
gra m m atical ord e r, can contri bute to the training of the mind; but the
main concern should be the understanding of ancient thought and civ i-
l i s ation and the comparison with modern civ i l i s at i o n s ;

6) To allow of sufficient contact with those literat u re s , it is desi-
rable to supplement the direct study of the text by the reading of tra n s-
l at i o n s , i n t e rlined or entire ly in a modern language ;

7) In the course of the study of the classical language s , it  is highly
d e s i rable to take into account the activity methods wh i ch the teach i n g
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of modern languages has so usefully brought into play. One wo u l d
thus avoid too fo rmal and ab s t ract a teach i n g, and take count of
s u ch interest s of the child as are mani fested in the course of his
mental deve l o p m e n t ;

8) In determining the age at wh i ch it is useful to ap p ro a ch the study
of classical language s , it is important to take account not only of the
mental ra n ge of the ch i l d, but also of the necessary coord i n ation with
other bra n ches of teach i n g ;

9) It would be desirable that the pro nu n c i ation of Latin should as
far as possible be unified according to modern linguistic discove ri e s .
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