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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 18

concerning

THE TEACHING OF GEOGRAPHY 
IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

(1939)

The Intern ational Confe rence on Public Educat i o n ,

C o nvened at Geneva by the Intern ational Bureau of Education and
being assembled on the 17th of Ju ly at its eighth session, adopts on the
t we n t y - fi rst of Ju ly, nineteen hundred and thirt y - n i n e, the fo l l ow i n g
re c o m m e n d at i o n :

The Confe re n c e,

C o n s i d e ring that ge ograp hy teach i n g, if conducted on rat i o n a l
l i n e s , m ay be of fi rs t - rate importance in developing in pupils their
p owe rs of observation and re a s o n i n g ;

Hence that it deserves to be accorded an important place in all
s e c o n d a ry sch o o l s ;

C o n s i d e ring further that the study of men’s effo rts to adapt their
p hysical back ground to their needs can, while fo s t e ring love of one’s
c o u n t ry, e n gender feelings of esteem for all other peoples and so
i n c rease understanding and collab o ration between nat i o n s ;

C o n s i d e ri n g, fi n a l ly, t h at the contempora ry wo rld can only be tru ly
u n d e rstood through know l e d ge of the conditions of life of the peoples,
and that the science of ge ograp hy is there fo re a va l u able source of cul-
t u re as well as of know l e d ge ;

Submits to the Ministries of Public Instruction of the va rious coun-
t ries the fo l l owing re c o m m e n d at i o n :
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1) It is desirable that the teaching of ge ograp hy should affo rd to
pupils a suffi c i e n t ly exact know l e d ge of  the physical back gro u n d, t h e
human and political aspects, and the economic life, not only of their ow n
but also of other countri e s ;

2) The teaching should be so conceived as to bring into play all the
intellectual faculties of  the ch i l d ;

3) Geograp hy should be accorded a place in the curri c u l u m , as we l l
as in ex a m i n at i o n s , c o m m e n s u rate with its educational and cultura l
va l u e ;

4) The time devoted to it  should not be less than an ave rage of one
and a half hours per we e k ;

5) This instruction should be judiciously distri buted within the
s chool life of the pupils. The subject  matter should be presented with
due rega rd to the degree of mat u rity and the mental development of the
p u p i l s ;

6) Physical ge ograp hy and human ge ograp hy being equally import a n t
for the comprehension and reasoned understanding of a country it is
d e s i rable that , if the fo rmer occupies a re l at ive ly small place, its study
should be specially enhanced by association with the lat t e r ;

7) In schools offe ring a six-year cours e, it is desirable that in the
l ower classes attention be mainly given to a ge n e ral description of the
major ge ographical are a s , and that a more detailed study be re s e rved fo r
the later ye a rs , s u ch study re q u i ring gre ater mat u rity of mind and some
grasp of exact ideas in allied sciences;

8) The teaching of ge ograp hy and of other subjects such as botany
ge o l ogy, c o s m ograp hy, h i s t o ry, e t c. , should be coord i n ated so that the
pupil may better understand the interre l ation and the scientific basis of
ge ographical fa c t s ;

9) Verbal memori s ation of meaningless names should find no place in
the teach i n g, wh i ch should be intuitive in ch a racter and based essential-
ly on activity methods;

10) The educational authorities should equip the schools with tea-
ching mat e rial — map s , collections of  slides, c i n e m at ograph ap p a rat u s ,
p ro j e c t o rs , e t c. — and should make grants-in-aid for ex c u rsions within
the country and ab ro a d ;

11) It is desirable that educational authorities should contri bu t e
fi n a n c i a l ly towa rds the publ i c ation of textbooks on economic ge ograp hy,
with a view to extending the know l e d ge of the agri c u l t u ra l , i n d u s t ri a l
and commercial life of their countri e s ;
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12) Individual re s e a rch wo rk , local or regional surveys made by
groups of pupils, and inter- regional and intern ational school corre s-
pondence are means of education that should be employe d ;

13) Classrooms specially equipped for ge ograp hy are gre at ly to be
d e s i re d ;

14) The pupil should be expected to share active ly in the prep a ra-
tion of teaching mat e ri a l : graphic rep re s e n t at i o n s , sections of soil  and
s u b s o i l , collections of fo l k l o re, e t c. ;

15) In view of the nat u re of this teach i n g, the training of the tea-
ch e rs should be both theoretical and practical and should ensure
acquaintance with the biological and ge o l ogical sciences, as well as
with certain social sciences, e s p e c i a l ly political economy, h i s t o ry, a n d
s o c i o l ogy ;

16) The educational authorities should encourage teach e rs to
i m p rove their qualifi c ations by awa rding grants for fo reign trave l ,
fa c i l i t ating ex ch a n ges of teach e rs and organising holiday cours e s .
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