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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 21

concerning

THE FREE PROVISION OF SCHOOL SUPPLIES
(1947)

The Intern ational Confe rence on Public Educat i o n ,

C o nvened at Geneva by the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fi c
and Cultural Orga n i z ation and the Intern ational Bureau of Educat i o n
and being assembled on the fo u rteenth of Ju ly for its tenth session
adopts on the fifteenth of Ju ly, nineteen hundred and fo rt y-s eve n , t h e
fo l l owing re c o m m e n d at i o n :

The Confe re n c e,

C o n s i d e ring that in the Pre a m ble of the Convention establishing the
United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fic and Cultural Orga n i z ation the
S i g n at o ry States decl a re themselves to believe "in full and equal
o p p o rtunities for education for all";

Th at the Intern ational Bureau of Educat i o n , in its rep o rt on
"Equality of Opportunity for Secondary Education," stresses the fa c t
t h at the aim of educational re fo rms to-d ay is that equal opport u n i t i e s
for education should be ensured to all human beings, wh at ever their
ra c e, dwelling place, c re e d, fo rtune or ra n k , so that they may deve l o p
their capacities to the full;

Recalling Recommendation No. 19 of the Intern ational Confe re n c e
on Public Educat i o n , adopted as a result of this rep o rt ;

C o n s i d e ring that parents' lack of means can be a serious obstacle to
the intellectual, m o ral and social development of a child even wh e n
attendance at school is fre e ;

Submits to the Ministries of Education in the va rious countries the
fo l l owing re c o m m e n d at i o n :
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The Confe re n c e,

I) Believes on the one hand that the principle of the free prov i s i o n
of school supplies ought to be considered as the nat u ral and necessary
c o ro l l a ry of compulsory sch o o l i n g, and on the other hand that the
ap p l i c ation of this principle to young people attending non-c o m p u l s o-
ry types of educat i o n , should be considered as the human ideal towa rd s
wh i ch one ought to aim;

2) Believes in consequence that an indispensable minimum re q u i re-
ment is the free provision of all school supplies re q u i red for compul-
s o ry educat i o n , it  being understood that these supplies include both the
t e a ching mat e rial for collective use and supplies for individual use;

3) Considers it desirable that school books should become the pro-
p e rty of the pupils on finishing their compulsory educat i o n , in order to
p rovide them with the nu cleus of a small personal libra ry and thus to
s t i mu l ate their taste for the things of the mind;

4) Considers that when school supplies for individual use, p a rt i-
c u l a rly tex t b o o k s , a re collected from pupils to be distri buted to others ,
t h ey should be thoro u g h ly disinfe c t e d ;

5) Expresses the desire that adequate financial provision should be
made for school libra ries of re fe rence books (ex p e n s ive tex t b o o k s , d i c-
t i o n a ri e s , ge ographical at l a s e s , gre at litera ry cl a s s i c s , e t c. ) , and that ,
f u rt h e rm o re, the possibility of intern ational publ i c ation of books fo r
s chool wo rk (such as atlases of blank map s , and collections illustrat i n g
p hysical and political ge ograp hy, the history of art , d evelopment of
applied science, the customs, h abits and dress of the nations of the
wo rld) should be seri o u s ly considere d ;

6) Considers furt h e rm o re that means of tra n s p o rt should be pro-
vided free for pupils living at a considerable distance from the sch o o l
wh i ch they are obl i ged to at t e n d ;

7) Considers that wh e re the expense of providing free supplies is
b o rne by the regional or local authori t i e s , it is desirable that the Stat e
should if necessary subsidise the authorities re s p o n s i ble for prov i s i o n
of supplies when their financial re s o u rces are known to be inadequat e ;

8) Considers also that the activities of public arid private bodies
connected with the school should be encouraged; (it is indeed desirabl e
t h at as large a number of citizens as possible should be able to give fre e
and spontaneous ex p ression of the interest they take in the sch o o l , bu t
this does not re l i eve school authorities of their re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ) ;
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9) Recalling Recommendation No. 15 concerning the dra f t i n g, u t i-
l i s ation and choice of school textbooks adopted by the Vllth Con-
fe re n c e, d raws attention to the desirability on the one hand of carry i n g
out inquiries into the most economical means of publishing tex t b o o k s ,
pamphlets or info rm ation sheets, and of manu fa c t u ring furn i t u re,
equipment and other school mat e ri a l s , utilising to the full the
re s o u rces of the country, and on the other hand of setting up in the
Pe rmanent Exhibition of Public Instruction in Geneva , a collection of
the school textbooks in use in the va rious countri e s ;

10) Expresses the desire-t h at an intern ational agreement should be
made with a view to increasing the number of educational films and
other audio-visual mat e rial and of fa c i l i t ating both their purchase and
f ree circ u l ation beyond national boundari e s , so that the net cost may
be re d u c e d.
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