
R 24

R E C O M M E N DATION No. 24

c o n c e rn i n g

THE DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNAT I O NAL 
U N D E R S TANDING AMONG YOUNG PEOPLE

AND TEACHING ABOUT INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
( 1 9 4 8 )

The Intern ational Confe rence on Public Educat i o n ,

C o nvened at Geneva by the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fi c
and Cultural Orga n i z ation and the Intern ational Bureau of Educat i o n
and being assembled on the twenty-eighth of June for its eleventh ses-
sion adopts on the second of Ju ly, nineteen hundred and fo rt y - e i g h t ,
the fo l l owing re c o m m e n d at i o n :

The Confe re n c e,

C o n s i d e ring that one of the chief aims of education today should be
the prep a ration of ch i l d ren and adolescents to part i c i p ate consciously
and active ly in the building up of a wo rld society, ri ch in its dive rs i t y,
yet unified in its common goals of peace, s e c u rity and a fuller life fo r
eve ry human being,

Th at this prep a ration should include not only the acquisition of
s k i l l s , but more part i c u l a rly the info rm ation and the development of
p s y ch o l ogical attitudes favo u rable to the constru c t i o n , m a i n t e n a n c e
and advancement of a united wo rl d,

Th at this prep a ration should be adapted to the capacities of sch o o l
ch i l d ren of all age s , and to the teaching conditions peculiar to the dif-
fe rent countries of the wo rl d,

Submits to the Ministries of Education of the va rious countries the
fo l l owing re c o m m e n d at i o n :
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1) Th at all  teaching should help to develop a consciousness and
u n d e rstanding of intentional solidari t y ;

2) Th at life in all educational institutions should be so orga n i zed as
to develop in the pupils and students a sense of responsibility and
social cooperat i o n , n e c e s s a ry for better understanding between the
p e o p l e s , and that the va rious fo rms of social life being orga n i zed at
d i ffe rent stages of study should be such as to interest young people in
the pro blems of the wo rld of tomorrow ;

3) Th at a sense of duty towa rds the wo rld community be deve l o p e d
as an extension of civic duties;

4) Th at intern ational unders t a n d i n g, based on mutual respect among
n ations and on an ap p re c i ation of historical deve l o p m e n t , be encoura-
ged by all possible means, i n cl u d i n g, for ex a m p l e, the commemorat i o n
of the gre at pioneers of human progress and the celeb ration of special
d ays of wo rld-wide intere s t ;

5) Th at in this connection the United Nations and its Specialize d
A ge n c i e s , their purpose and pri n c i p l e s , their stru c t u re and function, b e
studied objective ly and with scrupulous accura cy. Wh at ever may be
the weaknesses of these institutions, t h ey should be viewed as a uni-
fied and growing system and considered as a part of the long series of
m a n ’s attempts to develop intern ational unders t a n d i n g, to re m ove the
s c o u rge of wa r, a ffi rm faith in fundamental human ri g h t s , e s t abl i s h
j u s t i c e, p romote social progress and ensure freedom and better stan-
d a rds of life for all;

6) Th at as this instruction is new and complex and should appeal as
mu ch to the heart as to the head, t e a ch e rs who are themselves imbu e d
with the spirit of intern ational understanding should be specially tra i-
ned to carry it out, both by direct and indirect teach i n g, as an integra l
p a rt of all educat i o n ;

7) Th at local orga n i z at i o n s , s u ch as public libra ri e s , mu s e u m s ,
youth cl u b s , and gi rl guides’ and boy scouts’ gro u p s , should assist, i n
c o l l ab o ration with the school authori t i e s , in developing a spirit  of
c o o p e ration amongst young people, a n d, at the same time, in pre s e n-
ting the va rious aspects of the United Nat i o n s , its Specialize d
A gencies and kindred orga n i z at i o n s ;

R 8) Th at having rega rd to the responsibilities of adults as pare n t s
and citize n s , s t eps should be taken to promote an intelligent unders-
tanding of intern ational orga n i z ations by means of popular adult edu-
c at i o n ;
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9) Th at suitable audio-visual and other mat e rial should be prep a re d,
taking into account the age and mental development of the yo u n g
people and adults to whom it is to be presented and the importance of
making the pictures aesthetically sat i s f y i n g, t h at young people and
adults should be encouraged to take part in the prep a ration of such
m at e ri a l , wh i ch should be designed with some re fe rence to studies of
child psych o l ogy concerning ch i l d re n ’s reactions to films; and that
s y s t e m atic arra n gements should be made for the wide distri bution of
s u ch mat e ri a l ;

10) Th at textbooks of diffe rent countries be re - examined as often as
p o s s i ble; with a view to eliminating the passages that would be like ly
to lead to misunderstanding among nat i o n s , and to incorp o rating mat e-
rials that would lead to fuller ap p re c i ation of wo rld cooperat i o n ;

11) Th at the educational authorities of diffe rent countries ex ch a n ge
v i ews and info rm ation on the nat u re and results of this teaching in
o rder to make the best use of their ex p e ri e n c e ;

12) Th at the Ministries of Education and other educational authori-
ties use their influence to encourage the cre ation of intern at i o n a l
u n d e rstanding amongst young people, and to assist teaching ab o u t
i n t e rn ational orga n i z ations wh i ch are wo rking for the promotion of
wo rld peace.
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