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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 25

c o n c e rn i n g

THE DEVELOPMENT OF PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES 
IN EDUCAT I O N

( 1 9 4 8 )

The Intern ational Confe rence on Public Educat i o n ,

C o nvened at Geneva by the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fi c
and Cultural Orga n i z ation and the Intern ational Bureau of Educat i o n
and being assembled on the twenty-eighth of June for its eleventh ses-
s i o n , adopts on the second of Ju ly, nineteen hundred and fo rt y - e i g h t ,
the fo l l owing re c o m m e n d at i o n :

The Confe re n c e,

C o n s i d e ring that the lengthening of the period of compulsory at t e n-
dance at sch o o l , the movement to provide secondary education for all ,
the growing complexity of the modern wo rl d, and the wo rl d - w i d e
i n c rease in the school populat i o n , impose on schools a progre s s ive ly
l a rger share of responsibility for the education of ch i l d re n ,

Th at such education is unlike ly to be effe c t ive unless it is adap t e d
to the psych o l ogical ch a ra c t e ristics of the individual ch i l d,

Th at the teach e r, owing to the multiplicity of his ord i n a ry duties, i s
not always able at the same time to be fully conve rsant with the psy-
ch o l ogical sciences and their ap p l i c at i o n s ,

Submits to the Ministries of Education of the va rious countries the
fo l l owing re c o m m e n d at i o n :

1) Th at the ap p l i c ation of educational psych o l ogy, even though this
can be effe c t ive only through the cooperation of the teach e rs , s h o u l d
be guided by the advice of specialists;
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2) Th at effo rts should be made to guide the studies of each pupil in
the light of ex p e rt interp re t ation of the results of psych o l ogical ex a m i-
n at i o n s ;

3) Th at , as far as possibl e, the psych o l ogical services should be
o rga n i zed to deal in particular with the fo l l owing pro bl e m s : d e t e c t i o n
both of back wa rd and of talented ch i l d re n , remedial tre atment of
maladjusted ch i l d re n , e d u c ational guidance and selection, vo c at i o n a l
guidance and, in consultation with the teach e rs and school authori t i e s
the adap t ation of school curricula and testing of the results of diffe re n t
e d u c ational methods;

4) Th at it should be possible for school authorities to submit fo r
ex a m i n ation by a specialist in psych o l ogy, ch i l d ren whose sch o l a s t i c
b a ck wa rd n e s s , bad behav i o u r, or ab n o rmal at t i t u d e s , i n d i c ate social
m a l a d j u s t m e n t , and ch i l d ren who would appear to constitute a special
p ro blem of guidance;

5) Th at the pupils should not be graded solely on the results of tests
but that effo rts should be made to determine the psych o l ogical ch a ra c-
t e ristics of each ch i l d, with special re fe rence to his or her social cul-
t u ral and economic back gro u n d, and to adapt his studies there t o ;

6) Th at the number of pupils submitted to ex a m i n ation by the psy-
ch o l ogist should not be so gre at as to hinder him from carrying out his
duties with the requisite care and at t e n t i o n ;

7) Th at the wo rk of the educational psych o l ogist should not be
c o n fined to the ex a m i n ation of individual cases, but that he should be
able to cooperate with the teacher in analysing the results of educat i o-
nal methods used and in adapting such methods to the level of mental
d evelopment re a ched by the pupils;

8) Th at the status granted to psych o l ogists should enable them to
c a rry out their duties with the maximum effi c i e n cy ;

9) Th at the salaries of educational psych o l ogists should be conso-
nant with the importance of their specialized and re s p o n s i ble serv i c e s
to educat i o n ;

10) Th at the training of educational psych o l ogists should consist
not only in the acquisition of theoretical know l e d ge and a gre ater or
lesser number of test tech n i q u e s , but also in personal re s e a rch and a
p e riod of pro b ation in such wo rk as medical-psych o l ogical consulta-
tion and educational guidance;

11) Th at this training should not be confined to psych o l ogy bu t
should also include all the essential educational subjects as well as
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p e riods of pro b ation in the teaching serv i c e s , to allow of useful
c o o p e ration with teach e rs , d o c t o rs and the pupils’ fa m i l i e s ;

12) Th at the training of specialists in psych o l ogy should bring them
a wide ra n ge of practical ex p e ri e n c e, it should lead to a diploma fro m
a specialized institute, or to a unive rsity degre e ;

13) Th at re f resher courses should be established for teach e rs wh o
wish to devote themselves part i c u l a rly to assisting educat i o n a l
p s y ch o l ogists in their wo rk .
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