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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 26

c o n c e rn i n g

THE T E ACHING OF GEOGRAPHY AS A MEANS OF 
DEVELOPING INTERNAT I O NAL UNDERSTA N D I N G

( 1 9 4 9 )

The Intern ational Confe rence on Public Educat i o n ,

C o nvened at Geneva by the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fi c
and Cultural Orga n i z ation and the Intern ational Bureau of Educat i o n
and being assembled on the fo u rth of Ju ly for its twelfth session,
adopts on the eighth of Ju ly, nineteen hundred and fo rt y - n i n e, the fo l-
l owing re c o m m e n d at i o n :

The Confe re n c e,

C o n s i d e ring that the intro d u c t o ry rep o rt , d rawn up by the Fre n ch
ex p e rts in prep a ration for the Unesco Seminar devoted to the teach i n g
of ge ograp hy as a means of developing intern ational unders t a n d i n g,
has been accepted as a useful basis for discussion,

Th at the proposed definition of ge ograp hy, p rinciples and teach i n g
methods have been adopted, with the re s e rvation that gre ater stress be
laid on the fo l l owing pro bl e m s :

a) how to draw up curricula and to set ex a m i n ations so as to encou-
rage active, c o n c re t e, u p - t o - d ate and comparat ive teach i n g ;

b) by wh at psych o l ogical and teaching methods the feeling that may
lead a child to rega rd himself as the centre of the wo rl d, m ay be dimi-
n i s h e d, and the sense of interd ependence and moral unity among man-
kind increased it being understood that all  education should re c o n c i l e
l ove of country with an understanding of other countri e s , and with a
respect for their sove reignty in a wo rld wh e re all nations must be
c o n s i d e red as possessing equal rights; and

6 9



R 26

c) how in the wo rld of to-day to teach ge ograp hy objective ly ;

Th at Unesco has decided to publish this intro d u c t o ry rep o rt , a f t e r
the observations given ab ove have been taken into account;

Submits to the Ministries of Education of the va rious countries the
fo l l owing re c o m m e n d at i o n :

1) Th at the distri bution of this pamphlet be assured in all educat i o-
nal circl e s , so that secondary and pri m a ry teach e rs may become
conscious of the pro bl e m , m ay discuss it, m a ke sugge s t i o n s , a n d
u n d e rt a ke the necessary ex p e ri m e n t s ;

2) Th at as soon as possible the ex p e rts be nominated to part i c i p at e
in the 1950 Unesco Seminar on the teaching of ge ograp hy, so that they
m ay active ly and usefully prep a re for it during a suffi c i e n t ly long per-
i o d, and may make the necessary contacts with the va rious educat i o n a l
c i rcles in their own countri e s .
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