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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 30

c o n c e rn i n g

THE T E ACHING OF HANDICRAFTS 
IN SECONDA RY SCHOOLS

( 1 9 5 0 )

The Intern ational Confe rence on Public Educat i o n ,

C o nvened at Geneva by the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fi c
and Cultural Orga n i z ation and the Intern ational Bureau of Educat i o n
and being assembled on the sixth of Ju ly for its thirteenth session
adopts on the twelfth of Ju ly, nineteen hundred and fi f t y, the fo l l ow i n g
re c o m m e n d at i o n :

The Confe re n c e,

C o n s i d e ring that progress in the science of education shows the
necessity of developing all the potentialities of ch i l d ren and adoles-
cents in order to obtain a complete and harmonious pers o n a l i t y ;

Th at this is a valid principle for the whole period of an indiv i d u a l ’s
d evelopment and not only for the period of pri m a ry sch o o l i n g ;

Th at educational craft activities are indispensable for correcting the
e ffects of a secondary training wh i ch is often too bookish, giv i n g
young people a gre ater sense of re a l i t y, t u rning to account their inner
need to be active and helping them to ap p re c i ate the value of wo rk
with the hands;

Th at handicrafts constitute not only a va l u able element in the
m o ra l , social and aesthetic training of ch i l d ren and adolescents, bu t
also provide the pupils with inex h a u s t i ble sources of interest and
means of self-ex p re s s i o n , and that they help to make instru c t i o n
c o n c rete and to integrate the va rious subjects of the curri c u l u m ;
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Th at handicrafts are especially va l u able as a means of revealing the
aptitudes and other aspects of the adolescent’s pers o n a l i t y, and thus of
fa c i l i t ating school and vo c ational guidance;

Submits to the Ministries of Education of the va rious countries the
fo l l owing re c o m m e n d at i o n :

1) Th at handicrafts be included wh e rever possible in the curri c u l a
of the diffe rent cours e s , of all secondary sch o o l s , a s :

a) an obl i gat o ry subject in the lower cl a s s e s ,

b) at least an optional subject in the upper cl a s s e s , and that wh e re
it is optional, students be encouraged to take it;

2) Th at the time devoted to handicrafts be sufficient to maintain
i n t e re s t , and wh e rever they constitute a sep a rate subject, the periods be
grouped so as to permit a re a s o n able continuity of wo rk ;

3) Th at the handicrafts syllabus comprise not only the customary
a c t ivities (wo o dwo rk , m e t a lwo rk , d re s s m a k i n g, domestic science,
c a rd b o a rd wo rk , e t c. ) , but also other activities such as bookbinding,
we aving leather wo rk , c e ra m i c s , p o t t e ry and modelling, and ga rd e n i n g,
animal husbandry or agri c u l t u re ;

4) Th at , in selecting the crafts to be offe re d, due rega rd be paid to
the re s o u rc e s , needs and facilities peculiar to each local, regional and
n ational env i ro n m e n t ;

5) Th at gre ater opportunity be given to pupils of either sex to enga-
ge in crafts hitherto re s e rved for one sex ;

6) Th at the teaching methods employed appeal to an adolescent’s
c re at ive fre e d o m , and give him the opportunity to make complete and
useful objects suited to his interests and age, and his individual ab i l i-
ties and educational needs;

7) Th at educational handicrafts should not be confused with vo c a-
tional tra i n i n g, but should not fail to inculcate correct habits of wo rk-
m a n s h i p ;

8) Th at teach e rs re s p o n s i ble for handicrafts endeavour to obtain
f rom their pupils wo rk that is not only useful but also beautiful, a n d
thus develop artistic taste;

9) Th at handicrafts be tre ated wh e re ap p ro p ri ate as a group activ i-
ty so as to give pupils the ex p e rience of wo rking toge t h e r ;
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10) Th at secondary handicrafts classes should re c og n i ze the va l u e
of making things useful for the sch o o l , or simple mat e rials for the
i n fant or pri m a ry sch o o l , and thus help to cre ate a re l ationship and a
s p i rit of cooperation between the diffe rent levels of educat i o n ;

11) Th at handicrafts teach e rs establish close contact with the tea-
ch e rs of other subjects, so as to give concrete support when possibl e ;

12) Th at wo rk cards should be published to guide the pupils, a n d
books to info rm teach e rs about the methods of the subject;

13) Th at an effo rt be made to provide eve ry school with an adequa-
t e ly built and equipped wo rkshop and, if possibl e, with a piece of land
for ga rdening or agri c u l t u re ;

14) Th at the equipment and tools used take account of the age, h e a l-
th and physical capacity of the pupils;

15) Th at mat e rials for handicrafts be supplied fre e, wh e rever pos-
s i bl e ;

16) Th at the subject be taught by persons qualified pedagogi c a l ly as
well as tech n i c a l ly ;

17) Th at intro d u c t o ry and further training courses be orga n i zed per-
i o d i c a l ly to ke ep teach e rs of the subject info rmed of current methods
and deve l o p m e n t s ;

18) Th at national or intern ational ex h i b i t i o n s , s u ch as the
Pe rmanent Exhibition of the Intern ational Bureau of Educat i o n , b e
o rga n i ze d, t h at educational authorities fa c i l i t ate visits to schools at
home or even ab ro a d, and that ex ch a n ges of craft wo rk be encourage d
b e t ween the schools of diffe rent countri e s ;

19) Th at all secondary teach e rs should be made awa re of the impor-
tance and the value of handicrafts and of the help that can be derive d
f rom them in teaching ge n e ral subjects;

20) Th at teach e rs of handicrafts be encouraged to fo rm associat i o n s
with a view to the orga n i z ation of intro d u c t o ry and re f resher cours e s
and to the steady improvement of the teaching of the subject.
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