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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 34

TO THE MINISTRIES OF EDUCAT I O N

c o n c e rn i n g

ACCESS OF WOMEN TO EDUCAT I O N
( 1 9 5 2 )

The Intern ational Confe rence on Public Educat i o n ,

C o nvened at Geneva by the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fi c
and Cultural Orga n i z ation and the Intern ational Bureau of Educat i o n ,
and being assembled on the seventh Ju ly, nineteen hundred and fi f t y -
t wo for its fifteenth session, adopts on the fifteenth of Ju ly, n i n e t e e n
h u n d red and fi f t y - t wo , the fo l l owing re c o m m e n d at i o n :

The Confe re n c e,

C o n s i d e ring that eve ry person without distinction of sex should
e n j oy all the rights and freedoms pro claimed by the Unive rs a l
D e cl a ration of Human Rights, and that such equality should ap p ly in
all fi e l d s , p a rt i c u l a rly in that of educat i o n ;

C o n s i d e ring that eve ry pers o n , man or wo m a n , should be able to
re c e ive an education enabling him to develop his aptitudes as fully as
p o s s i bl e, p l ay an effe c t ive part as a member or citizen of his commu-
nity his nation and the wo rl d, and meet the demands of his special
tasks in life ;

C o n s i d e ring that in pri n c i p l e, wo m e n , l i ke men, should have oppor-
tunity to fulfil the tasks ap p ro p ri ate to their ap t i t u d e s ;

C o n s i d e ring that , account being taken of diffe rences in psych o - p hy-
s i o l ogical development between the sexe s , ge n e ral education for gi rl s
should be equal in value and status to that for boy s , in order to avo i d
i n t roducing or increasing social discri m i n at i o n ;

1 0 0



R 34

C o n s i d e ring that a va ried ge n e ral and specialised education will
c e rt a i n ly help women to fulfil their essential role in the fa m i ly and in
s o c i e t y, and also to develop their special ap t i t u d e s ;

C o n s i d e ring that nowa d ays more and more women are obl i ged to
e a rn their own liv i n g, help support their fa m i ly, or even support i t enti-
re ly ;

C o n s i d e ring that women are called on to play an incre a s i n g ly acti-
ve part in social and civic affa i rs , and that in this respect they bear the
same responsibility as men;

C o n s i d e ring that , in practice both economic fa c t o rs and cert a i n
mental attitudes and ways of life limit wo m e n ’s opportunities fo r
access to educat i o n , and that the measures proposed should pay due
rega rd to these obstacles while endeavo u ring to moderate them as
mu ch as possibl e ;

R e c ognising the necessity of adapting the measures proposed and
their rate of ap p l i c ation to the particular conditions of each country ;

Submits to the Ministries of Education of the va rious countries the
fo l l owing re c o m m e n d at i o n :

Studies and plans to fa c i l i t ate wo m e n ’s access
to educat i o n

1) Th at nationwide studies be made on the va rious aspects of
wo m e n ’s access to each level and type of educat i o n , and the possibili-
ties of using the educational qualifi c ations they thus acquire ;

2) Th at such studies cover among others the fo l l owing topics:

a ) the legal aspect of wo m e n ’s access to educat i o n , i n cluding not
o n ly basic legi s l ation but also its confo rmity with school reg u l at i o n s
and pra c t i c e, p a rt i c u l a rly in the field of pro fessional and higher edu-
c at i o n ;

b ) s t atistical data giving a clear idea of the present situation and
f u t u re quantitat ive pro bl e m s ;

c ) the positive or negat ive effect of social economic, e d u c ational or
other fa c t o rs on wo m e n ’s access to each level and type of educat i o n ;

d ) ways of taking adva n t age of all ava i l able opportunities to ove r-
come obstacles to wo m e n ’s access to educat i o n ;

e ) the financial aspect of measures to be taken to give women fur-
ther possibilities of access to each level and type of educat i o n ;
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f ) the economic and social measures to be taken to enable women to
m a ke active use of their new opportunities of education and tra i n i n g ;

g ) the actual ex p e rience of women in the new fields wh i ch are ope-
ning up to them in pro fessional life ;

3 ) Th at the groups re s p o n s i ble for these studies rep resent not only
e d u c ation authorities and teach e rs , but also other Ministries concer-
n e d, e m p l oye rs ’ and wo rke rs ’ a s s o c i at i o n s , and the orga n i z ations most
d i re c t ly concerned with wo m e n ’s equality of access to each level of
e d u c ation (wo m e n ’s associat i o n s , p a re n t s ’ a s s o c i at i o n s , economic and
social gro u p i n g s , c u l t u ral and re l i gious orga n i z at i o n s , e t c. ) ;

4) Th at , on the basis of the results of these studies, plans be draw n
up to make wo m e n ’s education of one or more levels and types, a c c o r-
ding to the particular situation in each country, u n ive rs a l ly ava i l abl e ;

5) Th at in drawing up such plans, p rovision be made for close coor-
d i n ation between the Ministry of Education and other Ministri e s
c o n c e rn e d ;

6) Th at such plans pay due rega rd to existing fa m i ly, s o c i a l , e c o n o-
m i c, and ge ographical conditions, e t c. , and the rhythm of deve l o p m e n t
of each country, and be suffi c i e n t ly elastic to meet the ch a n ging needs
of both urban and ru ral are a s ;

7) Th at such plans also be widely publicised by all ava i l able means,
e s p e c i a l ly through adult educat i o n , in order that the public in ge n e ra l
and parents in particular may become familiar with them and take an
a c t ive part in their implementat i o n ;

8) Th at the financing of new sch o o l s , the increase of teaching staff
and the construction of new buildings invo l ved by such plans, be give n
special consideration when each country is drawings up its bu d ge t , a n d
t h at under no circumstances should the educational provision for gi rl s
be sacri fied to that for boy s ;

9) Th at the implementation of such plans be spread over as short a
p e riod as each country ’s economic re s o u rces and its development per-
m i t ;

G e n e ral measures concerning all types of educat i o n

10) Th at all new educational laws and reg u l ations be based on the
p rinciple of wo m e n ’s equality of access to educat i o n , and so designed
as to re m ove any existing legi s l ation contravening this pri n c i p l e ;
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11) Th at a study be made of the causes of, and the remedies fo r, gi rl s
not attending school or leaving too early ;

12) Th at under no circumstances should the sep a ration of the sexe s
lead to the ex clusion of gi rls;  wh e re only one school ex i s t s , it should be
either mixed or ava i l able altern at e ly to both sexes; in any case teach e rs
should be trained to take account of diffe rences between the sexes and
of individual diffe re n c e s , p a rt i c u l a rly in the rhythm of psych o - p hy s i o l o-
gical deve l o p m e n t ;

13) Th at under no circumstances should the duration of compulsory
e d u c ation be shorter for gi rls than for boy s ;

14) Th at the compulsory school attendance authorities at t a ch the
same importance to school attendance by either sex ;

15) Th at the extension of free educat i o n , a factor favo u rable to the
p rinciple of wo m e n ’s equality of access, be env i s age d ;

16) Th at women be given the same facilities (sch o l a rs h i p s , fa m i ly
a l l owa n c e s , reduction of fe e s , e t c.) as men to pursue and to continu e
their education at secondary, vo c at i o n a l , t e ch n i c a l , and higher leve l s ;

17) Th at the va rious subjects in either compulsory or optional curri-
cula be given the same importance and duration for gi rls as for boy s ;

18) Th at practical courses offe red as options be open equally to both
s exes; on the other hand it will always be useful to prov i d e, at eve ry
l evel and in eve ry type of sch o o l i n g, c o u rses wh i ch prep a re gi rls fo r
their fa m i ly re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ;

19) Th at mora l , c ivic and social training and education for home and
fa m i ly life be included in curricula at all levels for gi rls and wo m e n , a s
for boys and men, so that women may be able to understand and shoul-
der their fa m i ly, l o c a l , n ational and intern ational tasks and re s p o n s i b i l i-
ties; special attention should be paid to the training of social wo rke rs ;

20) Th at aesthetic educat i o n , essential to the development of pers o-
n a l i t y, be given special attention in the case of gi rls and wo m e n , in ord e r
t h at they may part i c i p ate fully in the commu n i t y ’s artistic activities and
t h at continuity of aesthetic values may be ensured through their infl u e n-
ce in the fa m i ly ;

M e a s u res concerning fundamental educat i o n
21) Th at in fundamental education projects gre at importance be

at t a ched to the education of wo m e n , so that women may be led to secu-
re education for their ch i l d re n , h aving ex p e rienced its benefits them-
s e l ve s ;
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22) Th at women be associated to the fullest extent possible with the
p l a n n i n g, o rga n i z ation and operation of fundamental education pro-
j e c t s ;

23) Th at through fundamental education women be enabled to asso-
c i ate themselves cl o s e ly with the activities and ach i evements of the
c o m mu n i t y ;

24) Th at fundamental education be so planned as do secure the par-
t i c i p ation of the community as a wh o l e, and allow women to study the
same subjects as men; at the same time, it should give women a pra c-
t i c a l , a ffe c t ive and moral education wh i ch will prep a re them better to
f u l fil their nat u ral role in the fa m i ly and in society;

25) Th at for the spread of fundamental education tempora ry and
p e rmanent training centres should be set up; women should part i c i p a-
te to a gre at extent in tra i n i n g, and in coord i n ating the wo rk of, t h o s e
e n gaged in fundamental education projects (teach e rs , social we l fa re
wo rke rs etc.); the centre should thus lead to the enri chment of com-
munity life and culture ;

26) Th at in addition to State activity in respect of fundamental edu-
c at i o n , eve ry necessary opportunity be given to vo l u n t a ry orga n i z a-
tions concerned with vo c at i o n a l , c iv i c, c u l t u ral and re c re ational edu-
c at i o n , to contri bute to the advance of wo m e n ’s educat i o n ;

27) Th at all official or vo l u n t a ry bodies providing fundamental edu-
c ation for gi rls or women consider the establishment of nu rs e ry
s chools and kinderga rtens to look after the ch i l d ren of women colla-
b o rating with these bodies and to give women instruction in child care,
hy gi e n e, e t c. ;

M e a s u res concerning vo c ational educat i o n

28) Th at opportunities for vo c ational training be equal, l ega l ly and
in pra c t i c e, for both sexe s , account being taken of ap t i t u d e s ;

29) Th at info rm ation and announcements about occupations tra d e s
and care e rs should not be limited to those tra d i t i o n a l ly feminine and
those employing large nu m b e rs of wo m e n ;

30) Th at provision be made for educational and vo c ational guidan-
ce services ava i l able equally to gi rls and boys and that they take into
account the ch a ra c t e ristics of each sex and individual ap t i t u d e s , a n d
the conditions of the labour marke t ;
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31) Th at a campaign should be undert a ken to show women the
a dva n t ages of having as advanced a vo c ational and pro fessional tra i-
ning as possible in fields suited to their individual aptitudes and incl i-
n at i o n s ;

32) Th at opportunities for complementary vo c ational training lea-
ding to appointment to re s p o n s i ble exe c u t ive posts, be ava i l able fo r
women as well as men;

M e a s u res concerning higher educat i o n

33) Th at to fa c i l i t ate wo m e n ’s access to higher education and the
use of their abilities for the gre atest good of society, u n ive rsity studies
p e rmit women to specialise in fields part i c u l a rly suited to fe m i n i n e
aptitudes and assure them more adequate training for the new care e rs
n ow being opened up to them;

M e a s u res concerning educational staff s

34) Th at lega l ly and in pra c t i c e, t e a ch i n g, h e a d s h i p , a d m i n i s t rat ive,
and inspection appointments at all levels of educat i o n , i n cluding vo c a-
tional and higher educat i o n , be fully open to wo m e n ;

35) Th at the re q u i red standard of teacher training for any give n
l evel or type of education be the same for both sexe s ;

36) Th at conditions of serv i c e, p a rt i c u l a rly those concern i n g
ap p o i n t m e n t , s e c u rity of tenu re, s a l a ri e s , and pension ri g h t s , be the
same for all members of educational staffs (including administrat ive
and inspecting staffs) with equal qualifi c at i o n s ;

37) Th at such conditions of service include provisions enabl i n g
women teach e rs to reconcile their pro fessional with their mat e rnal re s-
p o n s i b i l i t i e s .
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