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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 50

c o n c e rning the

P R E PA R ATION AND ISSUING OF GENERAL SECONDA RY
SCHOOL CURRICULA

The Intern ational Confe rence on Public Educat i o n ,

C o nvened in Geneva by the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fi c
and Cultural Orga n i z ation and the Intern ational Bureau of Educat i o n ,
h aving assembled on the sixth of Ju ly, nineteen hundred and sixty, fo r
its twe n t y - t h i rd session, adopts on the fo u rteenth of Ju ly, n i n e t e e n
h u n d red and sixty, the fo l l owing Recommendat i o n :

The Confe re n c e,

C o n s i d e ring the interest shown in the pro blem of school syllabu s e s
by intern ational bodies of an educational nat u re, and in particular by
the Intern ational A dv i s o ry Committee on the School Curriculum set up
by the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fic and Cultura l
O rga n i z at i o n ,

C o n s i d e ring Recommendation No. 46 to the Ministries of
E d u c ation on the prep a ration and issuing of the pri m a ry school curri-
c u l u m , adopted on the fifteenth of Ju ly, nineteen hundred and fi f t y -
e i g h t , by the Intern ational Confe rence on Public Education at its twe n-
t y - fi rst session,

C o n s i d e ring that the present intensive development of education at
s e c o n d a ry level entails not only stru c t u ral ch a n ges but also the re a d-
justment of school curricula and syllabuses in the light of a gre at
va riety of national and intern ational needs,

C o n s i d e ring that the rep o rts submitted to the Confe rence by the
M i n i s t ries of Education show that more than half the countries are at
p resent wo rking on the prep a ration or revision of secondary level cur-
ri c u l a ,
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C o n s i d e ring that ge n e ral secondary educat i o n , wh i ch was fo rm e rly
the priv i l ege of a minori t y, is now becoming ava i l able to an incre a s i n-
g ly large number of ch i l d ren whose intellectual ab i l i t y, social back-
ground and future occupation may be ve ry va ri e d,

C o n s i d e ring that the extension of secondary education to a wider
ra n ge of ch i l d ren should not lead to a lower level of education and cul-
t u re,

C o n s i d e ring that ge n e ral secondary education should not be limited
to the intellectual, m o ra l , p hysical and aesthetic fields but should also
p rep a re young people for life and for socially useful wo rk ,

C o n s i d e ring that the rapid progress of science and tech n o l ogy calls
for broader modes of thought and new modes of action,

C o n s i d e ring that the total sum of human know l e d ge has incre a s e d,
and is still increasing at an ever quickening pace, in the fields of scien-
c e, l i t e rat u re and art ,

C o n s i d e ring that the most widely accepted concept of ge n e ra l
s e c o n d a ry education is based on a proper balance between the huma-
nities and the sciences,

C o n s i d e ring that a re c o m m e n d ation of unive rsal import cannot
c over the many dive rse theoretical aspects of the pro blem of ge n e ra l
s e c o n d a ry school curri c u l a , and that such a re c o m m e n d at i o n , to be
e ffe c t ive, should be confined to the statement of concrete pra c t i c abl e
m e a s u re s ,

C o n s i d e ring that , in spite of similar aspirat i o n s , c o u n t ries in ve ry
d i ffe rent positions must re a ch va ried solutions of the pro blem of the
p rep a ration and issuing of ge n e ral secondary school curri c u l a ,

Submits to the Ministries of Education of the diffe rent countries the
fo l l owing Recommendat i o n :

G e n e ral principles gove rning the prep a ration of curri c u l a

1) When drawing up ge n e ral secondary school curri c u l a , the fo l l o-
wing points must be taken into considerat i o n : a) the va rious aims assi-
gned to this type of education; b) its stru c t u re, whether unifo rm in ch a-
racter or orga n i zed in stages and divisions; c) the re l at ive import a n c e
to be given to each subject or group of subjects; d) the env i ronment in
wh i ch the pupils live and re c e ive their education; e) the pupils’ c ap a-
city for assimilation and the needs and interests of their ages and sex .
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2) In the absence of absolute principles wh i ch may be accepted and
p ro fi t ably applied in all countri e s , it is neve rtheless recommended that a
p roper balance should be maintained in the re l at ive importance given in
c u rricula and syllabuses to such things as the pupils’ i n t e l l e c t u a l , m o ra l ,
s o c i a l , m a nu a l , p hysical and aesthetic educat i o n , in order to ensure the
complete and harmonious development of the individual ch i l d.

3) In order to ach i eve this balance, it is desirable to bear in mind
when drawing up curricula the va ried contri bution wh i ch each subject
can make not only to the pupil’s store of factual know l e d ge, but also
to the development of his personality and to his attitude to the wo rl d
a round him.

4) It is important to give moral education the emphasis demanded
by pre s e n t - d ay conditions and to ask all teach e rs to stress the mora l
and social implications of wh at they teach and of the situations with
wh i ch pupils may be confronted within and without the school com-
mu n i t y.

5) The dual tendency to give more room in ge n e ral secondary edu-
c ation to wo rk and know l e d ge of a practical and vo c ational nat u re and
to intensify the study of ge n e ral subjects in secondary technical and
vo c ational establishments should be encourage d.

6) It is important when drawing up syllabuses to stre s s , t h o u g h
without adding a new subject to the curri c u l u m , the contri bution wh i ch
the teaching of some subjects can make to good re l at i o n s , peace and
u n d e rstanding between nations and ra c e s .

7) General secondary school syllabuses should be considered as the
n at u ral sequel to those used in the pri m a ry school; it is there fo re desi-
rable that at the beginning of ge n e ral secondary education and upon
e n t rance to the upper stage, wh e re one ex i s t s , a l l owance should be
made in the curriculum for tra n s i t i o n , in order that pupils may be spa-
red ex c e s s ive strain in readjusting themselve s , wh i ch is a source of
d i s c o u ragement and fa i l u re.

8) When prep a ring ge n e ral secondary school curricula it is adv i-
s able to take into account, as far as possible without detriment to the
n o rmal educational development of the majority of pupils, the re q u i re-
ments of post-secondary establ i s h m e n t s .

P rinciples re l ating to the stru c t u re of educat i o n
9) In countries wh e re secondary studies cover two stage s , c u rri c u l a

should take into account the aims allotted to each of these stage s , the fi rs t
being more ge n e ral in ch a racter and constituting the logical continu at i o n
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and expansion of pri m a ry educat i o n , while the second provides an
o p p o rtunity of giving prominence to some particular cat ego ry of sub-
jects and may act to some extent as a prep a ration for further educat i o n .

10) In countries wh e re the fi rst stage of secondary educat i o n , e i t h e r
wh o l ly or in part , is a period of ge n e ral culture and guidance common
to all the pupils — a solution wh i ch deserves to become more wides-
p read — the content and arra n gement of the curriculum should allow
for the pupils’ choice of course and for selection by the teach e rs or
specialists re s p o n s i ble for it.

11) In countries wh e re secondary studies comprise seve ral div i-
s i o n s , and wh e re the syllabuses used take into account the part i c u l a r
aims of each of these div i s i o n s , it is important to remember the more
ge n e ral aims of secondary education as a whole; in the same way, i n
c o u n t ries wh e re the curriculum provides a choice of subjects in ord e r
to take into account the pupils’ n e e d s , i n t e rests and ab i l i t i e s , it should
be ensured that this diffe re n t i ation does not take place to the detri m e n t
of subjects wh i ch are indispensable to the pupils’ wider educat i o n .

12) In countries wh e re ge n e ral secondary education does not com-
p rise divisions and is there fo re more unifo rm in ch a ra c t e r, it is desi-
rable to allow for the gre atest possible adap t ation of the curriculum to
the pupils’ n e e d s , i n t e rests and ab i l i t i e s .

13) Courses should be so designed that at va rious points duri n g
their secondary schooling pupils may pass from one division to ano-
ther or from ge n e ral to specialized education and vice ve rs a .

P rinciples re l ating to the content of syllabu s e s

14) Syllabuses should be divided up into ye a rs of study, taking into
account the ap p ro p ri ate objectives for each gra d e, the ab i l i t i e s , a ch i e-
vements and interests of pupils of va rious age s , and the actual time
ava i l able for instru c t i o n .

15) In order to be effe c t ive, ge n e ral secondary school syllabu s e s
should be within the capacity of the pupils in the classes for wh i ch
t h ey are intended.

16) The content of the syllabus for any given subject should be in
line with the particular aims pursued in the teaching of this subject and
with the ge n e ral aims of the stage or division in wh i ch it is taught.
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17) Fixing the re l at ive importance to be given to each subject is a
vital aspect of the prep a ration of curri c u l a , and the allotments made
should be peri o d i c a l ly re - examined in the light of ch a n ging social
conditions and the findings of recent educational re s e a rch .

18) It is clear that in the diffe rent divisions of ge n e ral secondary
e d u c ation the subjects wh i ch constitute the core of the division mu s t
t a ke the largest place, but this should not prevent other subjects fro m
re c e iving the attention due to them, even when the secondary cours e
t e rm i n ates in a highly specialized ex a m i n at i o n .

19) It is desirable to ensure that the syllabuses for the diffe rent sub-
jects are not sep a rated into wat e r-tight compart m e n t s , but that full use
is made of the close re l ations wh i ch may exist between diffe rent sub-
jects and of the opportunities they offer for supplementing each other,
a lways providing that any unnecessary ove rl apping and repetition are
avo i d e d.

20) The fa i rly common tendency to ove rload curricula and sylla-
bu s e s , either by the introduction of new subjects or by expanding the
content of each sep a rate subject, p resents a real danger; to avoid this,
the introduction of new subject matter into the curriculum should be
o ffset by the re m oval of other matter wh i ch has become of less impor-
t a n c e, and syllabuses should offer a selection of essential topics rat h e r
than an accumu l ation of mat e ri a l .

D rafting pro c e d u re

21) Wh i ch ever authority is re s p o n s i ble for ge n e ral secondary edu-
c at i o n , the prep a ration of curricula for this type of education should be
the wo rk of specialized bodies on wh i ch teach e rs should always be
rep re s e n t e d.

22) It is essential that the prep a ration and revision of the syllabu s e s
for each of the subjects taught at secondary level should be carried out
m a i n ly by specialists in the subjects, c o n c e rn e d, with the re s e rvat i o n
t h at in lower secondary education it may be pre fe rable for seve ral re l a-
ted subjects to be taught by the same pers o n .

23) When syllabuses are prep a red by groups of specialists, it is
d e s i rable to ensure the coord i n ation of these diffe rent gro u p s , wh i ch
should base their wo rk on common principles and should consider
t h e m s e l ves as constituent parts of the same wh o l e.
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24) Wo rk on the prep a ration of syllabuses should be coord i n at e d
not only as rega rds the diffe rent subjects in the ge n e ral secondary
s chool curri c u l u m , but also in re l ation to preceding educat i o n , s u b s e-
quent education and parallel types of secondary education; to ach i eve
this coord i n at i o n , it is essential to call in teach e rs from other bra n ch e s
( p ri m a ry educat i o n , t e a cher tra i n i n g, t e chnical and vo c ational educa-
t i o n , higher educat i o n ) .

25) It is important that the authorities re s p o n s i ble for the prep a ra-
tion of curricula should be able to call upon the advice of specialists
in didactics and in the psych o l ogy of the adolescent.

26) In order to link the school more cl o s e ly with its cultura l , s o c i a l
and economic env i ro n m e n t , it is adv i s able that the parents and rep re-
s e n t at ives of the diffe rent bodies wh i ch for va rious reasons are inter-
ested in ge n e ral secondary education should have the opportunity of
ex p ressing their views on the curri c u l u m .

27) In view of the importance of psych o - p e d agogical re s e a rch in
the prep a ration and revision of secondary school syllabu s e s , it is desi-
rable that such re s e a rch should be encouraged in suitably equipped
c e n t res with the cooperat i o n , as far as possibl e, of teach e rs who are
i n t e rested in this type of wo rk .

28) Au t h o rities re s p o n s i ble for the prep a ration of curricula should
a l l ow for a pre l i m i n a ry period of inve s t i gat i o n , b e a ri n g, among other
t h i n g s , o n : a) ch i l d re n ’s ch a ra c t e ristics and rate of development at an
age affected by the pro blems of adolescence; b) significant scientifi c
p rogress in the va rious fields cove red by the subjects taught; c) up to
d ate info rm ation provided by both ge n e ral and special didactics; d) the
s c i e n t i fic and educational training of the teach e rs invo l ved; e) curre n t
t rends in the cultura l , social and economic fields; f) comparat ive stu-
dies of the syllabuses used in other countries; g) the result of ex p e ri-
ments carried out in this connection either within the country or
ab ro a d.

29) Befo re curricula are fi n a l ly accep t e d, t h ey should if possible be
t ried out under ex p e rt supervision either in ex p e rimental schools or in
c a re f u l ly selected ord i n a ry schools; in any case they should be intro-
duced gra d u a l ly, in order to fa c i l i t ate such modifi c ation as may prove
n e c e s s a ry.

Issuing pro c e d u re
30) In countries wh e re curricula are issued by a central authority it

is desirable that sufficient latitude should be given for their adap t at i o n
to regional or local re q u i re m e n t s .
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31) In countries with a decentra l i zed educational system it is adv i s abl e
to encourage the va rious authorities re s p o n s i ble for issuing syllabuses to
c o o p e rate among themselves with a view to eliminating all unnecessary
d i ffe rences in the syllabuses for the va rious regions and thus to minimize
the disadva n t ages arising from pupils’ ch a n ge of domicile.

32) Although there are disadva n t ages in revising syllabuses at too
close or too distant interva l s , it should not be fo rgotten that the scien-
t i fic progress ach i eved in some bra n ches of know l e d ge re q u i res that
the corresponding syllabuses should be brought up to date more fre-
q u e n t ly than the syllabuses of other subjects.

Ap p l i c at i o n
33) In order to stress the close connection between method and

c o n t e n t , it is desirable for curricula to include a brief account of the
basic conception of the teaching of each subject and suggestions fo r
t e a ching it based on the wo rk done in the fields of educational psy-
ch o l ogy and ex p e rimental educat i o n .

34) The issuing of new curricula should be the occasion of cours e s
l e c t u re s , p e d agogical meetings, s t u dy gro u p s , a rt i cles in the pre s s ,
e t c. , so that teach e rs may be info rmed of the principles underlying the
p roposed ch a n ge s .

35) The pedagogical training of secondary school teach e rs should
i n clude both theoretical and practical fa m i l i a rity with the syllabu s e s
t h ey will  be called upon to use.

36) It is desirable that syllabuses should be considered as a guide
and a concrete aid rather than as a ri gid set of reg u l ations ex cl u d i n g
due adap t ation and re a s o n able liberty for the teach e r.

37) All suitable steps should be taken to ensure that tex t b o o k s
should correspond as far as possible to the new curri c u l a , t h o u g h
without ignoring the expense wh i ch this invo l ve s .

38) It is desirable to see that when curricula are ch a n ged the
s chools have at their disposal the special accommodat i o n , e q u i p m e n t
and the va rious teaching aids (lab o rat o ry ap p a rat u s , audio-visual aids,
e t c.) re q u i red for the ap p l i c ation of the new curri c u l a .

39) In the ap p l i c ation of the syllabus for any particular subject, it  is
i m p o rtant to remember the needs of those pupils whose rate of pro-
gress is slower or faster than that of the ave rage; this objective can be
a ch i eved in a va riety of ways including both special attention inside
the cl a s s room and ex t ra activities outside sch o o l .
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I n t e rn ational aspects of the pro bl e m

40) The increasing amount of movement from one country to ano-
ther accentuates the pro blem of the equivalence of secondary level stu-
dies and qualifi c ations; although no standard i z ation of curricula is
e nv i s age d, an attempt should be made to ach i eve sufficient unifo rm i t y
to fa c i l i t ate the re c ognition of secondary studies pursued ab ro a d.

41) Contacts aimed at ach i eving gre ater unifo rmity in the term i n o-
l ogy used to designate the subjects taught, or at enabling the prep a ra-
tion of comparat ive studies on the basic re s e m blances and diffe re n c e s
b e t ween the curricula used in the diffe rent countri e s , should help to
s o l ve the pro blem of the equivalence of studies.

42) As in the case of school textbook collections, i n t e rn ational col-
lections of curricula would be of prime interest not only to specialists
in the prep a ration of curricula but also to education authorities and
t e a ch e rs; nat i o n a l , regional or intern ational educational documentat i o n
c e n t res should there fo re be enabled to ke ep collections of this kind up
to dat e.

43) In plans for technical assistance, either national or intern at i o-
n a l , it is desirable to incl u d e, for countries requesting such aid, t h e
appointment of specialists who would play an active part in the prep a-
ration of curri c u l a .
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