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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 60

TO THE MINISTRIES OF EDUCAT I O N

c o n c e rn i n g

THE ORGANIZATION OF EDUCAT I O NAL RESEARCH
( 1 9 6 6 )

The Intern ational Confe rence on Public Educat i o n ,

C o nvened in Geneva by the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fi c
and Cultural Orga n i z ation and the Intern ational Bureau of Educat i o n ,
h aving assembled on the seventh of Ju ly, nineteen hundred and
s i x t y-six for its twe n t y-ninth session, adopts on the fifteenth of Ju ly,
nineteen hundred and sixty-s i x , the fo l l owing re c o m m e n d at i o n :

The Confe re n c e,

C o n s i d e ring that , ever since its fi rst session, the Intern at i o n a l
C o n fe rence on Public Education has, in a number of its re c o m m e n d a-
t i o n s , s t ressed the need for the systematic understanding of the ch i l d
and of the human being in ge n e ral as the starting point for any educa-
tional activ i t y,

C o n s i d e ring also Recommendation No. 44 on the expansion of
s chool buildings and Recommendation No. 54 on educational planning,

C o n s i d e ring the importance of scientific re s e a rch—of wh i ch educa-
tional re s e a rch fo rms an integral part—in all fi e l d s , and its bearing on
the development of human activities and their effi c a c i t y,

C o n s i d e ring that the aim of the science of education should be to
p romote the fullest development of the human being from the phy s i c a l ,
i n t e l l e c t u a l , m o ra l , aesthetic and social points of view and to ensure
t h at he obtains the best possible training and can adapt himself to his
social env i ro n m e n t ,
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C o n s i d e ring that the solution of educational pro blems and the
ap p l i c ation of nu m e rous educational re fo rms will sooner or lat e r
demand objective re s e a rch and ex p e riment wh i l e, at the same time,
p re s e rving the essential underlying values wh i ch determine the tru e
meaning and successful outcome of all educat i o n ,

C o n s i d e ring the eve r-i n c reasing importance wh i ch the identifi c a-
tion and study of educational pro blems has for the mora l , c u l t u ra l ,
social and economic improvement of mankind,

C o n s i d e ring that school curricula are becoming more exacting at all
s t ages of educat i o n , and having rega rd to the fact that a child of wh o m
too mu ch is re q u i red at a given stage in his development may suffe r
s e rious physical and mental consequences, wh i ch can impede his fur-
ther progre s s ,

C o n s i d e ring the extension of the fields of education to incl u d e
c o n t i nued education and adult educat i o n , thus implying the use of new
methods and tech n i q u e s ,

C o n s i d e ring the increased demand in va rious countries for ex p e rt s
in educational psych o l ogy, ex p e rimental educat i o n , e d u c ational plan-
n i n g, s chool guidance, e d u c ational sociology and pro blems connected
with deve l o p m e n t , e t c. ,

C o n s i d e ring the existence of and the wo rk done in va rious countri e s
by, institutes for educational re s e a rch , u n ive rsity lab o rat o ries of ex p e-
rimental education and national and intern ational non-gove rn m e n t a l
bodies carrying out educational re s e a rch ,

C o n s i d e ring that , although aspirations are similar, it is necessary to
p rovide diffe ring solutions for educational pro bl e m s , a d apted to the
c o n d i t i o n s , o p p o rt u n i t i e s , t raditions and stru c t u res peculiar to each
c o u n t ry,

Submits the fo l l owing re c o m m e n d ation to the Ministries of Educa-
tion in the va rious countri e s :

I . Aims of Educational Research

I n t ro d u c t i o n
The objectives of education must be progre s s ive ly more cl e a rly

d e fi n e d, and its re s o u rc e s , its content and its methods of wo rk con-
s t a n t ly improve d. This can only be done if educational re s e a rch is
o rga n i zed and improve d. Educational re s e a rch is essential if educa-
tion is to be founded upon scientific cri t e ri a , d e rived from theore t i c a l ,
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h i s t o rical and interd i s c i p l i n a ry studies, o b j e c t ive observation and
ex p e ri m e n t , and on the ex p e rience of educat o rs .

I) The main aim of educational re s e a rch is to discover the laws and
p rinciples of the educat ive pro c e s s , in order to stimu l ate the evo l u t i o n
and progress of educat i o n .

2) To attain these aims, e d u c ational re s e a rch serves to establ i s h
t h e o retical and scientific bases constituting short and long-t e rm edu-
c ational goals suitable for the country in question. Such goals should
result from objective study of the existing human and mat e ri a l
re s o u rces as well as the opportunities for improvement and more effi-
cient development of these re s o u rc e s .

3) At the instructional leve l , the object of re s e a rch is to improve the
quality and the effi c a cy of instruction by continu a l ly bri n ging up to
d ate syllabu s e s , m e t h o d s , means and eva l u ation pro c e d u res at all
l eve l s , while taking into account at each stage the concepts to be
l e a rn t , the habits to be acquired and the pupils' ability to improve.

4) Educational re s e a rch also aims at discove ring means of im-
p rov i n g :

a ) the quality of out-o f-s chool educat i o n , p rovided by the fa m i ly,
gove rnmental and non-gove rnmental youth orga n i z at i o n s , b o a rd i n g
s chools of all kinds, e t c. ,

b ) the results of educational and vo c ational guidance methods used

c ) the quality and standard of difficulty of the tex t b o o k s .

R e s e a rch m comparat ive education can be ex t re m e ly useful in all
these fi e l d s .

5) It is essential to study the impact on the developing human
b e i n g, of non-e d u c ational fa c t o rs such as mass-m e d i a , ge n e ral condi-
tions of life, wo rk and leisure occupat i o n s , as well as the consequences
of the ch a n ging aspects of physical development on the yo u n g.

I I . O rga n i z ation of Educational Research
and Nat u re of the Wo rk

6) Institutes of educational re s e a rch and independent wo rke rs wh o
a re qualified and whose wo rk falls within the ge n e ral plan of re s e a rch
should have at their disposal adequate funds, p rovided by gove rn m e n-
tal authorities as well as by private fo u n d at i o n s , to ensure that their
wo rk may be effe c t ive ly carried out under optimal conditions and their
results publ i s h e d.

3 1 3



7) The value of educational re s e a rch depends on the reasoned ch o i-
ce of subjects to be studied, on the methods of wo rk , on the conditions
of objectivity and control under wh i ch it is carried out and on the
s c i e n t i fic precision observed by those who undert a ke it.

8) The main fields in wh i ch educational re s e a rch takes place
d epend upon its aims as a science. This implies know l e d ge of the re l e-
vant findings of psych o l ogy, s o c i o l ogy, p hy s i o l ogy and economics, i n
a ddition to specific re s e a rch studies on the methods and means of edu-
c at i o n , taking into account the needs and abilities of ch i l d re n , a d o l e s-
cents and adults and the needs and re s o u rces of society. Research into
the laws and history of education is also pertinent to educat i o n a l
re s e a rch but should be carried out in accordance with its own ap p ro-
p ri ate scientific methodology.

9) Educational re s e a rch can take place in the lab o rat o ry, in the
cl a s s rooms or in other social contexts. In all inquiries exact eva l u at i o n
and/or theoretical ex p l a n ation must be observed in order to distingui-
sh true re s e a rch from simple innovat i o n .

10) As far as possibl e, re s e a rch into ge n e ral pro blems of educat i o n
and instruction should, within a fo re s e e able future, be integrated into
an ove rall plan designed to strengthen solidarity among re s e a rch wo r-
ke rs by cl a rifying their re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

11) The rational orga n i z ation of educational re s e a rch on a nat i o n a l
l evel demands that plans cove ring seve ral ye a rs and one-year plans be
d rawn up for each scientific institute and also that the plans of seve ra l
s c i e n t i fic institutes collab o rating in the study of the same pro blem be
c o-o rd i n at e d.

12) All re s e a rch and ex p e riment in education must be so conceive d
and pursued as to cause no kind of harm to the ch i l d re n , adolescents or
adults whose behaviour is under study.

13) Since education in ge n e ral and the re l evant re s e a rch incre a s-
i n g ly ove rl ap with subjects other than the science of educat i o n , it is
often necessary to give these studies an interd i s c i p l i n a ry ch a ra c t e r.
F u rt h e rm o re, in view of the complex nat u re of educational phenomena,
for the purpose of scientific study, re s e a rch may be carried out with
the help of phy s i o l ogi s t s , p s y ch o l ogi s t s , s o c i o l ogi s t s , p h i l o s o p h e rs and
ex p e rts in other fields. The interd i s c i p l i n a ry nat u re of educat i o n a l
re s e a rch is further stressed by the growing interest of scientists and
s ch o l a rs in other fields of education as a wh o l e.

14) It is recommended that centres of educational re s e a rch and
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l ab o rat o r ies be set up in countries wh e re they do not yet ex i s t , s o
t h at educational re s e a rch may be effe c t ive ly orga n i ze d. It is  furt h e r
recommended that co-o p e ration be orga n i ze d, i m p roved and inten-
s i fied between count ries wh e re such centres ex i s t .

15) The activities of a lab o rat o ry of ex p e rimental educat i o n a l
re s e a rch depend on certain mat e rial conditions. Educational re s e a rch
c e n t res must also be provided with all the necessary mat e rial and
equipment wh i ch are indispensable to their proper wo rk i n g : m a ch i n e s ,
d o c u m e n t at i o n , e t c. It is, h oweve r, useful to recall that a gre at deal of
e d u c ational re s e a rch can be carried out without ex p e n s ive equipment.

16) For the wo rk itself the active co-o p e ration of the educat i o n
a u t h o rities and of teach e rs is essential. In view of ex p e riments carri e d
out in certain countri e s , it is important to arouse in teach e rs at all
l evels and in all schools and ex t ra-s cholastic establishments a desire to
t a ke a direct and active part in educational re s e a rch in particular by
i nviting them to put questions dire c t ly or indire c t ly to re s e a rch
c e n t re s .

17) If its results are to be applied educational re s e a rch often calls
for wider, m o re compre h e n s ive and more fa r-re a ching studies than
would be undert a ken by a teacher who is seeking to improve his
methods. To this end, ex p e rimental schools in wh i ch the re fo rms will
be studied by teams should be set up and care f u l ly superv i s e d.

18) Pro blems wh i ch are to be made the subject of re s e a rch must be
selected and eva l u ated with care, so that the ori ginal ch a racter of such
re s e a rch , its pra c t i c ability and the possibility of using its implicat i o n s
a re ensure d.

III. Diffusion and Ap p l i c ation of the Results

19) Scientific re s e a rch can be considered as completed when its
c o n cl u s ive results can be put into pra c t i c e. The planning and orga n i z a-
tion of re s e a rch should take account of the fact that it mu s t , in pri n-
c i p l e, lead to results wh i ch can be ap p l i e d.

20) Measures for ensuring the widest possible diffusion of the
results of educational re s e a rch and ex p e ri m e n t ation must be devised in
e a ch country. These include publ i c at i o n s , l e c t u re s , ex h i b i t i o n s ,
d e m o n s t ration lessons, re t raining sessions for teach e rs , e t c . Means
must be found for ensuring that the results of such re s e a rch are ap p l i e d
without delay.
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21) Wh e n ever the volume of wo rk justifies this, the service co-
o rd i n ating educational re s e a rch should draw up a periodical inve n t o ry
of the studies being carried out, p u blish it and distri bute it, both nat i o-
n a l ly and intern at i o n a l ly.

22) Th e re are two main methods for the diffusion of re s u l t s :

a ) an art i cl e, m o n ograph or book presenting the evidence as well as
the conclusions in such a way that re s e a rch wo rke rs in other countri e s
m ay be able to assess the wo rk done and determine in wh at circ u m-
stances the results can be applied in their own country ;

b ) a rt i cles and textbooks for administrat o rs , t e a ch e rs and other edu-
c at i o n i s t s , as well as pare n t s , in wh i ch the re s e a rch wo rker's speciali-
zed language is not used.

23) It is essential that educational re s e a rch be carried out in cl o s e
c o l l ab o ration with the schools concern e d.

24) Educational re s e a rch constitutes a means to an end and not an
end in itself. For this reason the results obtained should be ex p re s s e d
in the fo rm of syllabu s e s , t e a ching methods and techniques and other
re l evant practical measure s .

25) In the absence of ex p e rimental schools as such , ex p e ri m e n t a l
classes may be set up in ord i n a ry schools to enable re s e a rch results to
be gra d u a l ly introduced into teach i n g.

26) Lessons on educational re s e a rch in progress should be intro-
duced into the syllabuses of teacher training institutes as well as in
those of establishments or courses for the further in-s e rvice training of
t e a ching staff s .

27) Close collab o ration between educational re s e a rch centres and
s chool authorities is essential for the successful diffusion and im-
p l e m e n t ation of the results of scientific re s e a rch .

I V. S t a ff Dealing with Educational Research

28) a ) It  is desirable that in all countries taking into account local
m at e rial conditions, t raditions and pri o ri t i e s — c a re be taken to ensure
t h at re s e a rch wo rke rs re c e ive the requisite specific tra i n i n g.

b ) This tra i n i n g, of adequate durat i o n , might take place either in
a unive rsity or in an institute of education. It  should include ge n e-
ral theoretical studies (philosophy, h i s t o ry and theory of educat i o n ,
p s y ch o l ogy, p hy s i o l ogy of the nervous system, s o c i o l ogy, e t c. )
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and an introduction to scientific re s e a rch methods (logi s t i c s , s t a-
t i s t i c s , cy b e rn e t i c s ) .

c ) The training of educational re s e a rch wo rke rs should enable them
to wo rk at all levels and in all fields of education and m close contact
with educational institutions and educationists in ge n e ra l .

29) Since the pro blems to wh i ch educational re s e a rch is re q u i red to
find solutions present the same complex ch a ra c t e ristics as educat i o n
itself educational re s e a rch calls for team wo rk so that the specialists
whose help has been re q u e s t e d : i . e. philosophers , b i o l ogi s t s , n e u ro-
p hy s i o l ogi s t s , p s y ch o l ogi s t s , p s y ch i at ri s t s , s o c i o l ogi s t s , e c o n o m i s t s ,
a rch i t e c t s , s t at i s t i c i a n s , e t c. can wo rk in a spirit of mutual collab o ra-
t i o n .

30) a ) E d u c ational re s e a rch centre s , whether they be autonomous or
at t a ched to educational institutes or unive rs i t i e s , must be able to count
on the necessary specialized staff as well as on a sufficient number of
assistants and auxiliari e s , all  of them cap able of wo rking in teams.

b ) Wh e re no centre of re s e a rch exists as ye t , M i n i s t ries of Educa-
tion should undert a ke to collect and put at the disposal of teach e rs all
useful info rm ation produced by educational re s e a rch centres in other
c o u n t ri e s .

31) The status of educational re s e a rch wo rke rs will be similar to
t h at of re s e a rch wo rke rs in other sciences, this implies equiva l e n t
conditions of wo rk , o bl i gations and pre rogat ive s , and also implies
c o m p a rable basic tra i n i n g. Specific programmes for the training of
e d u c ational re s e a rch wo rke rs as such should be planned to fo l l ow
u n d e rgra d u ate prep a ration in the ap p ro p ri ate fi e l d s .

32) Provision should be made for qualified individual teach e rs or
groups of teach e rs to part i c i p ate in studies wh i ch have been sys-
t e m at i c a l ly orga n i zed by specialized educational re s e a rch institutions.
This Pa rt i c i p ation of wo rking teach e rs in re s e a rch is, m o re ove r, a n
excellent means of providing further training for teach e rs and of
making it  incre a s i n g ly possible for educational re s e a rch to re a ch its
u l t i m ate aim—the improvement of educat i o n .

33) Te a ch e rs taking on special responsibilities in connexion with
e d u c ational re s e a rch and ex p e ri m e n t ation should be accorded special
fa c i l i t i e s , s u ch as a reduced teaching load, and should be suitably
re mu n e rated for the wo rk they do.

34) It is important that educational testing undert a ken by teach e rs
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within their classes should be confined to specially qualified tea-
ch e rs  who would re c e ive technical advice on testing methods as
well as  on educational re s e a rch. Tests to be carri ed out by these
t e a ch e rs will  be included in a ge n e ral plan of re s e a rch and subjec-
ted to suitable supervision like ly to establish their justifi c ation and
va l u e .

35) The significance wh i ch educational re s e a rch is beginning to
assume among teach e rs makes it desirable that educational staff, b o t h
at the administrat ive and inspectorial leve l s , should be given the
o p p o rtunity to undert a ke theoretical and practical training in re s e a rch
methods. This would enable them to orga n i ze in their re s p e c t ive are a s
and under their responsibility limited educational ex p e riments. Such
ex p e riments should fo rm part of the total educational re s e a rch plan
and should be care f u l ly designed and carried out as such .

36) In the course of their studies (beginning with the second or
t h i rd year of study) pro s p e c t ive pri m a ry and secondary school teach e rs
should be able to acquire, at their own leve l , a know l e d ge of the pri n-
ciples and techniques ap p ro p ri ate for educational re s e a rch. This info r-
m ation should also be given to teach e rs taking re f resher courses. Th i s
wo rk should be carried out in such a way that the people concern e d
t a ke an active part in the re s e a rch wo rk , u n d e rstand the value of scien-
t i fic inve s t i gation into education and are able to grasp its pra c t i c a l
a s p e c t s .

V. I n t e rn ational Collab o rat i o n

37) Collab o ration should be developed between both national and
regional educational re s e a rch institutions and intern ational gove rn-
mental and non-gove rnmental institutions. The effect of this collab o-
ration will be:

a ) to intensify ex ch a n ges between educational re s e a rch centres in
p a rticular by setting up an info rm ation service to ensure the systema-
tic commu n i c ation of inve n t o ries and results of re s e a rch to intern at i o-
nal educational journals; b) to fa c i l i t ate re s e a rch in comparat ive edu-
c ation and its methods;

c ) to help fo rmu l ate corre c t ly the pro blems wh i ch re s e a rch wo rke rs
a re called upon to solve ;

d ) to help define subjects of re s e a rch common to two or more coun-
t ries (regional activ i t y ) ;
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e ) to avoid duplicat i o n ;

f ) to avoid dog m atism resulting from insufficient info rm at i o n .

38) Unesco and the IBE should combine their effo rts to fa c i l i t at e
the co-o rd i n ation of wo rk undert a ken by educational re s e a rch centre s ,
in particular by organizing intern ational and regional confe rences and
by ensuring the diffusion of info rm ation on educational re s e a rch
t h rough journ a l s , m o n ograp h s , films and by the publ i c ation of a mono-
graph concerning the methodology of educational re s e a rch , e t c. Th e
n ational rep o rts sent eve ry year to the IBE for the annual Confe re n c e
on Public Education should wh e n ever possible contain an account of
the most important re s e a rch carried out during the past ye a r.

39) It is essential that countries in the fo re f ront in the field of
e d u c ational re s e a rch should take steps to aid developing countries in
p a rt i c u l a r :

a ) by providing qualified ex p e rt s ;

b ) by helping them to set up national or regional re s e a rch centre s
(under the terms of their technical assistance, for ex a m p l e ) ;

c ) by granting sch o l a rships to their nationals who wish to undert a ke
e d u c ational re s e a rch ;

d ) by admitting some of the latter as trainees in their own re s e a rch
c e n t re s .

V I . I m p l e m e n t ation of the Present Recommendat i o n

40) It is important that the text of this re c o m m e n d ation be give n
wide publicity by Ministries of Educat i o n , e d u c ation authorities fo r
the level most immediat e ly concern e d, u n ive rsities and institutes of
e d u c at i o n , e d u c ational re s e a rch and documentation centre s , t e a ch i n g
fe d e rat i o n s , both national and intern ational teach e rs' and parents' asso-
c i at i o n s , e t c.; the educational pre s s , both official and privat e, s h o u l d
p l ay a large part in making the re c o m m e n d ation known among the ser-
vices concern e d, the administrat ive and teaching staff and the ge n e ra l
p u bl i c.

41) Unesco regional centres are invited to fa c i l i t ate on a pri o ri t y
basis and with the co-o p e ration of the ministries concern e d, the study
of this re c o m m e n d ation at the regional level with a view to its adap t a-
tion to the needs and ch a ra c t e ristics of each regi o n .
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42) In countries wh e re it seems necessary, M i n i s t ries of Educat i o n
a re invited to request the ap p ro p ri ate bodies to undert a ke certain acti-
v i t i e s , s u ch as for ex a m p l e :

a ) to examine the present re c o m m e n d ation and to compare it with
the de jure and de facto situation in their re s p e c t ive countri e s ;

b ) to consider the adva n t ages and disadva n t ages of the possibl e
i m p l e m e n t ation of each of the clauses not yet in effe c t ;

c ) to adapt each cl a u s e, should its implementation be considere d
d e s i rable to the re q u i rements of the individual country ;

d ) to take practical as well as legal steps to ensure the implementa-
tion of this re c o m m e n d at i o n .

43) It is recommended not only that importance be at t a ched to edu-
c ational re s e a rch by the Ministries of Education but also that Unesco
should give it  high pri o rity in its va rious programmes of assistance to
member countri e s .
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