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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 64

TO THE MINISTRIES OF EDUCAT I O N

c o n c e rn i n g

E D U C ATION FOR INTERNAT I O NAL UNDERSTA N D I N G
AS AN INTEGRAL PA RT OF THE CURRICULUM

AND LIFE OF THE SCHOOL
( 1 9 6 8 )

The Intern ational Confe rence on Public Educat i o n ,

C o nvened in Geneva by the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fi c
and Cultural Orga n i z ation and the Intern ational Bureau of Educat i o n ,
h aving assembled on the fi rst of Ju ly, nineteen hundred and sixty-e i g h t
for its thirt y-fi rst session, adopts on the ninth of Ju ly, nineteen hun-
d red and sixty-e i g h t , the fo l l owing Recommendat i o n :

The Confe re n c e,

C o n s i d e ring that the Unive rsal Decl a ration of Human Rights pro-
claims that education "shall promote unders t a n d i n g, t o l e rance and
f riendship among all nat i o n s , racial or re l i gious groups and shall fur-
ther the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace, "
and that the suffe ring and humiliations that people in many parts of the
wo rld are witnessing and ex p e riencing are due to infri n gement of
human ri g h t s ,

C o n s i d e ring that the United Nations Decl a ration of the Pro m o t i o n
among Youth of the Ideals of Pe a c e, Mutual Respect and Under-
standing between Peoples affi rms that "All means of educat i o n , i n cl u-
ding as of major Importance the guidance given by parents or fa m i ly,
i n s t ruction and info rm ation intended for the young should fo s t e r
among them the ideals of peace, h u m a n i t y, l i b e rty and intern at i o n a l
s o l i d a rity and all other ideals wh i ch help to bring peoples closer toge-
t h e r, and acquaint them with the role entrusted to the United Nat i o n s
as a means of pre s e rving and maintaining peace and promoting inter-
n ational understanding and co-o p e rat i o n , "
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C o n s i d e ring that one of the main purposes of Unesco and the
I n t e rn ational Bureau of Education is to contri bute to peace and securi-
ty by promoting collab o ration among the nations through educat i o n
and that , as the Constitution of Unesco stat e s , " i g n o rance of each
o t h e rs' ways and lives has been a common cause, t h roughout the histo-
ry of manking, of that suspicion and mistrust between peoples of the
wo rld through wh i ch their diffe rences have all too often bro ken into
wa r, "

Noting the Resolutions of the Intern ational Confe rence on Human
Rights in Te h e ran in 1968 concern i n g : in particular the education of
yo u t h ,

C o n s i d e ring Recommendation No. 24 concerning the deve l o p m e n t
of intern ational understanding among young people and teaching ab o u t
i n t e rn ational orga n i z at i o n s , adopted by the Intern ational Confe re n c e
on Public Education at its eleventh session in 1948,

C o n s i d e ring Recommendation No. 26 concerning the teaching of
ge ograp hy as a means of developing intern ational unders t a n d i n g,
adopted by the Intern ational Confe rence on Public Education at its
t welfth session in 1949, :

C o n s i d e ring Recommendation No. 48 concerning the prep a rat i o n
selection and use of pri m a ry school tex t b o o k s , adopted by the
I n t e rn ational Confe rence on Public Education at i ts twe n t y-second ses-
sion in 1959,

C o n s i d e ring Recommendation No. 59 concerning the teaching of
m o d e rn fo reign languages in secondary sch o o l s , adopted by the
I n t e rn ational Confe rence on Public Education at its twe n t y-eighth ses-
sion in 1965,

C o n s i d e ring the necessity for teaching all peoples and especially
the youth of the wo rld to wo rk for peace, to build an intern at i o n a l
society conceived in the spirit of the Charter of the United Nations and
to strive for the re a l i z ation of the principles of the Unive rs a l
D e cl a ration of Human Rights,

C o n s i d e ring that it is necessary to conve rt these principles into
p ractical action emphasizing the moral wo rth of man and his right to
s t rive for a better life founded on respect of human dignity,

C o n s i d e ring that education for intern ational understanding plays a
role of pri m a ry importance in this field and that most states have not
yet taken full measures within their legal powe rs to ensure its integra-
tion in school curricula and school life,
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C o n s i d e ring that such education should aim not only at the impar-
ting of know l e d ge but also the development of at t i t u d e s , b e h aviour and
action favo u rable to intern ational understanding and respect for human
ri g h t s ,

Submits to the Ministries of Education of the diffe rent countries the
fo l l owing Recommendat i o n :

Guiding Principles Relating to Educat i o n
for Intern ational Unders t a n d i n g

I) Education at all levels should contri bute to intern ational unders-
t a n d i n g.

2) Education should help to increase a know l e d ge of the wo rld and
its peoples and to engender attitudes wh i ch will enable young people
to view other culture s , races and ways of life in a spirit of mu t u a l
ap p re c i ation and respect. It should make clear the re l ationship of env i-
ronment to pat t e rns and standards of liv i n g. While providing an objec-
t ive tre atment of diffe re n c e s , i n cluding diffe rences in political, e c o n o-
mic and social systems, it should bring out the common va l u e s , . a s p i-
rations and needs m the life and conscience of the wo rld's peoples.

3) Education should show that the advancement of human know l e d-
ge has resulted from the contri butions of the va rious peoples of the
wo rl d, and that all national cultures have been and continue to be enri-
ched by other culture s .

4) Education should encourage respect for human rights and their
o b s e rvance in daily life. It should stress the conception of the equali-
ty of human beings and the spirit of justice embodied m the Unive rs a l
D e cl a ration of Human Rights, emphasizing that this entails equal re s-
pect for all human beings without rega rd to such distinctions as ra c e,
c o l o u r, s ex , l a n g u age, re l i gi o n , political or other opinion, n ational or
social ori gi n , p ro p e rt y, b i r th or other stat u s .

5) Education should help to give to eve ry pupil and student the
sense of human dignity wh i ch combats all domination by man over his
fe l l ow-beings. It should do eve rything possible to arouse in yo u n g
people a desire to understand the economic and social pro blems of
their country and of their time and, in add i t i o n , should show to them
o b j e c t ive ly the harmful effects of colonialism, n e o-c o l o n i a l i s m , ra c i a-
l i s m , ap a rt h e i d, and slave ry and of all fo rms of aggre s s i o n .

6) Education should stress the equal right of eve ry nat i o n , gre at
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or small, to direct i ts  own life and to develop fully all  i ts  cultura l
and mat e r ial possibilit ies .

7) Education should develop intern ational solidarity and an unders-
tanding of the interd ependence of all nations and peoples. It should
s h ow the necessity for intern ational co-o p e ration in dealing with wo rl d
p ro blems and should make it clear that all nations wh at ever the diffe-
rences in their political systems and ways of life, h ave a duty to
c o-o p e rate for this purpose and an interest in so doing. In this
c o n n exion the wo rk of the United Nations and its re l ated age n c i e s
should be studied in the sch o o l .

L egi s l at ive and A d m i n i s t rat ive Prov i s i o n s
8) Legi s l at ive or other official texts setting out the ge n e ral aims of

e d u c ation should establish as a purpose of education at all levels the
d evelopment of a spirit of peace and mutual understanding among
peoples and respect for human rights. Official reg u l ations instru c t i o n s
and re c o m m e n d ations for teach e rs should tra n s l ate this purpose into
s p e c i fic and detailed term s .

9) Curricula and syllabuses should make specific provision for edu-
c ation for intern ational understanding ap p ro p ri ate to the va ri o u s
c o u rses of study at diffe rent levels and should allow sufficient time fo r
it . To that end, specialist  groups composed mainly of practising tea-
ch e rs might be fo rm e d, wh e re they do not alre a dy ex i s t , to examine the
place of studies wh i ch contri bute to intern ational understanding in
re l ation to the entire programme of studies and to syllabuses for diffe-
rent subjects. Te a ch e rs' orga n i z ations should be invited to part i c i p at e
in this wo rk .

10) Questions re l ated to studies undert a ken as part of a progra m m e
of education for intern ational understanding should be included in ex a-
m i n ations at the diffe rent levels of educat i o n .

11) Educational administrat o rs , s u p e rv i s o rs , i n s p e c t o rs and ad-
v i s e rs , in the exe rcise of their functions, should try to ensure that
s chool progra m m e s , a c t ivities and teaching contri bute to better inter-
n ational understanding and respect for human ri g h t s .

Studies and A c t ivities for Pri m a ry and Secondary Sch o o l s
12) Most of the courses of study ord i n a ri ly included in curri c u l a

for pri m a ry and secondary schools provide opportunities for teach i n g
for intern ational unders t a n d i n g. The re s o u rces of each should be
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exploited m ap p ro p ri ate way s , with due attention to the age, ap t i -
tudes  and interests  of pupils.  Experience indicates  that the key
ideas can be learned a t any age within the r a n ge of pri m a ry and
s e c o n d a ry schooling and by pupils of  widely diffe r ing ab i l i t i e s ,
p rovided they are suitably adapted and pre s e n t e d. The sch o o l
should provide an at m o s p h e re in wh i ch all  members of  the sch o o l
c o m munity can acquire the qualities of justice, fa i r-m i n d e d n e s s ,
t o l e rance and respect for all  sorts  and conditions  of men.

13) Education for intern ational understanding should be planned
and carried out as an integral part of the studies pursued at sch o o l ,
with each discipline contri buting effe c t ive ly and by ap p ro p ri ate means
to a co-o rd i n at e d, c o n t i nuous and cumu l at ive programme progre s s i n g
f rom year to ye a r.

14) The curricula and syllabuses of the diffe rent subjects should be
fl ex i ble enough to allow the possibility of cl o s e ly interre l ating the
va rious subjects. In certain basic disciplines, s u ch as the mother
t o n g u e, n ational literat u re, m at h e m atics and sciences and modern lan-
g u age s , the spirit of intern ational understanding can be developed on
eve ry propitious occasion, even though there may be no specific pro-
vision for it in curricula; certain other disciplines, s u ch as history and
ge ograp hy offer a part i c u l a rly favo u rable fra m ewo rk for education fo r
i n t e rn ational understanding; and still others , s u ch as moral and civ i c
i n s t ru c t i o n , and the art s , i n cluding mu s i c, dance and ga m e s , s h o u l d
give many opportunies for studies and activities dire c t ly re l ated to
i n t e rn ational unders t a n d i n g.

15) Intern ational pro blems can be dealt with as ap p ro p ri ate in the
c o n t ext of diffe rent subjects or in a sep a rate cours e. Eve ry educat i o n a l
institution should possess adequate documentation on intern at i o n a l
a ffa i rs and pro bl e m s .

L i t e rat u re and language s

16) Literat u re can be taught with a view to giving insights into the
n at u re of man, humanity's shared ideals and aspirat i o n s , man's suffe-
ring and stru ggles and the qualities of national cultures and their dis-
t i n c t ive contri butions to wo rld culture. The teaching of wo rld literat u-
re in secondary schools should be encourage d.

17) Fo reign languages should be taught with the aim of prov i d i n g
full access to and understanding of other cultures and ways of life.
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M at h e m atics and sciences

18) In the teaching of mat h e m at i c s , the contri bution of diffe re n t
c u l t u res to the development of the science can be stre s s e d. Cert a i n
m at h e m atical skills, s u ch as statistics and interp re t ation of dat a , can be
exe rcised on info rm ation about mat t e rs of intern ational concern such
as the growth of populat i o n , agri c u l t u ral and industrial production and
ex p e n d i t u re on armaments and on educat i o n .

19) In ge n e ral science, the history of be growth of scientific know-
l e d ge and of the contri bution of people from many diffe rent countri e s
and cultures can be taught. Attention should also be given to the
impact of science on society through its ap p l i c ation in tech n o l ogy and
to the pro blems as well as the adva n t ages presented to humanity by the
rapid progress of modern science and tech n o l ogy.

B i o l ogy

20) a ) In biology, the study of the transmission and distri bution of
human ch a ra c t e ri s t i c s , and of the re l ationship of here d i t a ry and cultu-
ral fa c t o rs , can be carried out in such a way as to undermine pre j u d i c e
based on distinctions of ra c e, c o l o u r, n ationality or cultural diffe-
rences. Use should be made of the findings ex p ressed in the stat e m e n t
p rep a red by the Intern ational Meeting of Experts on Race and Racial
P rejudice orga n i zed by Unesco in 1967.

b ) To the extent that the teaching of biology moves in the dire c t i o n
of ecology it should be used as a basis, m combination with ge ograp hy
for the study of pat t e rns of life in diffe rent regions of the wo rl d. In
b i o l ogy or hy gi e n e, attention should be given to wo rld pro blems of
health and disease and to intern ational co-o p e ration for the control of
d i s e a s e.

H i s t o ry and ge ograp hy

21) The teaching of his tory should convey a better unders t a n d i n g
of national history by re l ating it  to the history of civ i l i z ations and
giving increased attent ion to social, e c o n o m i c, c u l t u ral and scienti-
fic aspects of human deve l o p m e n t , wi th less emphasis on the pure-
ly military aspects of history. National history and the history of
other nations should be presented as objective ly as possibl e, t a k i n g
account of diffe ring views and interp re t ations and in accord a n c e
with the findings of modern historical sch o l a rship. Pa rticular at t e n-
tion should be given to the history of the stru ggle for human
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r i g h t s , i n cluding national liberation and social jus tice; to the
d eve lopment of  inst i tutions for inte rn ational co-o p e ra tion  to
a dvance human we l fa re, and to the gre at men and women of diffe-
rent countr ies whose wo rk and ach i evements have benefi ted huma-
n i t y.

22) The teaching of ge ograp hy should lead the child to think ab o u t
the whole wo rld and its inhab i t a n t s , to understand the re l ations bet-
ween man and his env i ronment and to ap p re c i ate in a balanced way the
p ro blems wh i ch must be solved in order that the wo rld's re s o u rces may
be used to improve conditions for human ex i s t e n c e.

23) Courses in ge ograp hy and history should be planned in such a
way as to ensure an equitable balance between the tre atment of nat i o-
nal ge ograp hy and history and that of other countri e s .

C ivic and moral instru c t i o n
24) Civic instru c t i o n , in addition to developing know l e d ge of and

l oyalty to national institutions, should aim also at acquainting pupils
with the role of intern ational institutions in promoting human we l fa re
and at inculcating in pupils a sense of responsibility for the future
e ffe c t iveness of such institutions. The institutions and the wo rk of the
United Nations system should be presented objective ly and constru c t i-
ve ly. Attention should be given to the obstacles encountered by the
United Nations and its re l ated agencies in their tasks.

25) In moral or re l i gious instru c t i o n , t e a ching for intern at i o n a l
u n d e rstanding should be direct and explicit stressing the ethical fo u n-
d ations for human solidari t y. It should aim at developing a sense of
m o ral and social responsibility for others , a desire to act in the com-
mon good and the will to peace. Scientific and philosophical instru c-
tion should have the same objective s .

A rt s , mu s i c, d a n c e, ga m e s
26) In art s , mu s i c, dance and ga m e s , k n ow l e d ge, skill and aesthetic

j u d gement should be nourished on subject matter drawn from all part s
of the wo rld; these subjects should be tre ated with a view to pro d u c i n g
an affe c t ive as well as an intellectual impact.

Te a ching Aids and Mat e ri a l s
27) As wide a ra n ge of mat e rials as possibl e, i n cluding fi l m s

e d u c ational broadcasting and television and other audio-visual aids,
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should be used in education for intern ational unders t a n d i n g. Th e
n ew tech n o l ogy in teaching may serve well the cause of  intern at i o-
nal unders t a n d i n g. Instructional tech n o l ogy is cre ating new dimen-
sions in teaching ge n e ra l ly; it  should be equally useful in dissemi-
n ating info rm ation and modifying attitudes towa rds other peoples.
Te l evised programmes should bring both reality and acceptance of
d i ffe rent cultures and ways of liv i n g. Space commu n i c ations will
m a ke such telecasts incre a s i n g ly possibl e .

28) Te a ching mat e rials in use should be reg u l a rly examined fro m
the point of view of their contri bution to intern ational unders t a n d i n g
and respect for human rights. In the revision or prep a ration of teach i n g
m at e rials especially history and ge ograp hy tex t b o o k s , special effo rt s
should be made to ensure that they present a balanced objective, a c c u-
rate and up-t o-d ate view of other peoples and countri e s , of diffe re n t
economic and political systems and of wo rld pro blems. The compari-
son of va rious tex t b o o k s , p a rt i c u l a rly for history and ge ograp hy —
wh i ch is alre a dy done between some countri e s — m ay go a long way
t owa rds eliminating erro rs , m i s u n d e rs t a n d i n g s , and sometimes eve n
the diffe ring points of view that exist between two peoples. To help in
a ch i eving this, committees comprising rep re s e n t at ives of two or more
c o u n t ries might be set up.

29) It  is desirable that , with the collab o ration of national scientifi c
and pedagogical institutions and age n c i e s , the diffe rent countri e s
should pro d u c e, for the use of other countri e s , studies concerning their
h i s t o ry and ge ograp hy. Intern ational co-o p e ration would fa c i l i t ate this
wo rk. Regional and intern ational action to pro d u c e, f rom time to time,
recommended lists of books, films and other teaching mat e ri a l s , e s p e-
c i a l ly in history and ge ograp hy, should be encourage d.

30) The production of mat e rials especially designed for use in edu-
c ation for intern ational unders t a n d i n g, i n cluding guides and hand-
books for teach e rs , should be pro m o t e d. The competent educat i o n a l
a u t h o rities should arra n ge for the publ i c ation in a fo rm suitable for use
in teacher education institutions of basic documents emanating fro m
the United Nat i o n s , Unesco and other intern ational agencies wh i ch
s t ate accepted principles of human rights and intern ational co-o p e ra-
t i o n .
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Te a ching Methods
and Co-Curricular and Extra - C u rricular A c t iv i t i e s

31) As far as possibl e, a c t ivity methods wh i ch call upon the indi-
vidual initiat ive, c re at iv i t y, skill and intelligence of pupils themselve s
should be employed in education for intern ational unders t a n d i n g. Such
methods incl u d e : a c t ive part i c i p ation in intern ational campaigns in aid
of the development of fo reign commu n i t i e s , f ree discussion, d eb at e s ,
c ritical studies of new s p aper art i cl e s , films and television documenta-
ri e s , i n d ividual and group study and rep o rt s , p rep a ration of albu m s ,
b o o k s , wall new s p ap e rs and ex h i b i t i o n s , ex ch a n ges of corre s p o n d e n c e
and other mat e rials with schools ab ro a d, a s s e m bly progra m m e s , ex c u r-
s i o n s , c o n c e rt s , model United Nations meetings, studies of the com-
munity and intern ational camps and youth activ i t i e s .

32) Co-c u rricular and ex t ra-c u rricular activities should be re-
o rga n i ze d, wh e re necessary, for the purpose of complementing and
re i n fo rcing education for intern ational understanding through the
s chool curriculum. Th ey should present a ra n ge and va riety suffi c i e n t
to provide all pupils with opportunities to exe rcise and develop their
p a rticular interests and abilities. It is recommended that they should
i n clude the orga n i z ation of clubs or societies, s u ch as Unesco, U n i t e d
N ations or intern ational re l ations cl u b s , wh i ch have as their chief aim
the promotion of intern ational unders t a n d i n g- and the observance of
a n n ive rs a ries of eminent persons who have contri buted to the cultura l
and scientific development of mankind as well as of days commemo-
rating events of intern ational import a n c e, s u ch as United Nations Day
and Human Rights Day. Clubs should orga n i ze inter-s chool activ i t i e s ,
and national and regional associations of clubs should be fo rm e d. Th e
i n i t i at ive of pupils and students and of their orga n i z ations in deve l o-
ping new activities should be encourage d. School pri zes for gi f t e d
pupils might, wh e re possibl e, t a ke the fo rm of facilities enabling them
to visit other countri e s .

33) The practice of sport should aim at providing a means for the
d i s ch a rge of aggre s s ive tendencies in healthy competition and at deve-
loping self-c o n fi d e n c e, a sense of honour and a spirit of fair play.
E x agge rated nationalism should not destroy respect for fe l l ow sport s-
men from other countries in intern ational competitions.

34) The action of the school can be supported and re i n fo rced by the
h o m e, the community and cultural orga n i z ations and institutions.
E ve ry ap p ro p ri ate opportunity should there fo re be taken to ensure the
c o l l ab o ration of pupils ' fa m i l i e s , of orga n i z ations for ch i l d ren and
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young people and of the community as  a whole in activiti es to
d evelop intern ationa l unders t a n d i n g.

Te a cher Prep a rat i o n

35) In the development of intern ational unders t a n d i n g, the pers o n-
ality and attitudes of the teacher are of critical importance and may
l a rge ly determine whether such education ach i eves its purp o s e. In the
t raining of teach e rs , full attention should be given to this consid-
e rat i o n .

36) Te a ch e rs should be prep a red as fully as possibl e, m o ra l ly, p s y-
ch o l ogi c a l ly and pro fe s s i o n a l ly, to take part effe c t ive ly in educat i o n
for intern ational unders t a n d i n g. Study should be made of suitabl e
methods for orienting teach e r-t raining courses and teaching in ge n e ra l
to the purposes of intern ational unders t a n d i n g. The training of tea-
ch e rs should, among other things, aim at minimizing the effect of their
own prejudices and at developing qualities of mind and behav i o u r
wh i ch will enhance the effe c t iveness of their wo rk for intern at i o n a l
u n d e rs t a n d i n g. Training should, m o re ove r, h ave the object of aro u s i n g
in the students an interest in this aspect of educat i o n , a conviction of
its import a n c e, and a confidence in their competence to teach for inter-
n ational unders t a n d i n g. Imagi n at ive new pro c e d u res in the prep a rat i o n
and continuing in-s e rvice education of t each e rs are needed.
Te a ch e r-p rep a ration institutions should be encouraged to devise pro-
jects and programmes in education for intern ational unders t a n d i n g
ap p ro p ri ate to their circumstances engaging in this task the co-o p e ra-
tion of teach e rs and students.

37) Te a ch e r-p rep a ration programmes in this field should prov i d e
both the re q u i red re s o u rces of know l e d ge and the pro fessional tra i n i n g
in ap p ro a ch e s , methods and techniques necessary to make educat i o n
for intern ational understanding effe c t ive in the cl a s s ro o m .

38) Methods and programmes and all teaching aids developed in the
c o u rse of training should be applied by students in their practice tea-
ching in sch o o l s .

39) In seminars and re f resher courses for teach e rs-i n-s e rvice eve ry
ap p ro p ri ate opportunity should be taken to re l ate the wo rk to the
o b j e c t ives of education for intern ational unders t a n d i n g. Special semi-
n a rs and training courses on education for intern ational unders t a n d i n g
should be conducted reg u l a rly for teach e rs-i n-s e rv i c e.
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R e s e a rch and Experimental A c t iv i t i e s

40) Research into the part wh i ch education for intern ational under-
standing can play in attitude fo rm ation and attitude ch a n ge, and into
the re l at ive effe c t iveness of diffe rent ap p ro a ch e s , methods and mat e-
rials employed in education for intern ational unders t a n d i n g, should be
c o n d u c t e d. The findings of such re s e a rch should be taken into account
in the prep a ration or revision of curri c u l a , s y l l abuses and teach i n g
m at e rials and in the pre-s e rvice and in-s e rvice training of teach e rs .
Te a ch e rs and their orga n i z ations should be associated with re s e a rch .
I n t e rn ational co-o p e ration in re s e a rch on intern ational unders t a n d i n g
should be pro m o t e d.

41) Experimental programmes and pilot projects of education fo r
i n t e rn ational unders t a n d i n g, s u ch as those carried out by pri m a ry
s ch o o l s , s e c o n d a ry schools and teach e r-t raining institutions part i c-
i p ating in Unesco's A s s o c i ated Schools Project in Education fo r
I n t e rn ational Unders t a n d i n g, should be encouraged and assisted.
Ap p ro p ri ate steps should be taken to promote the adoption and use in
s chools ge n e ra l ly of effe c t ive ap p ro a ch e s , methods and mat e rials deve-
loped through such progra m m e s .

42) Research and studies in anthro p o l ogy and other social sciences
should be continued with a view to era d i c ating racial myths wh i ch
stand in the way of intern ational unders t a n d i n g.

I n t e rn ational Relations and Exch a n ge s

43) Educational authorities should stimu l ate and fa c i l i t ate the inter-
n ational ex ch a n ge and di ssemination of info rm ation and docu-
m e n t ation on education for intern ational unders t a n d i n g.

44) Educational authorities should support and encourage part i c-
i p ation in bilat e ra l , mu l t i l at e ral and intern ational programmes and pro-
jects for the further development and improvement of education fo r
i n t e rn ational unders t a n d i n g.

45) Intern ational ex ch a n ges of teach e rs , students and pupils, a n d
of educational administrat o rs and inspectors as we l l , should be
e n c o u raged and assisted. Effo rts should also be made to expand on a
l a rge scale the opportunities for teach e rs-i n-t raining and pra c t i s i n g
t e a ch e rs to travel ab road to meet students, to visit schools and to
become acquainted with people and cultures of other countries. Th e
competent authorities should also make a particular effo rt  to fa c i l i t a-
te ex ch a n ges orga n i zed by youth movements. All curricular and ex t ra -
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c u rricular contacts between pupils and s tudents of diffe rent nat i o n s
and cultures should be encourage d.

46) Wo rking for the common good together with people of other
c o u n t ries is one of the most effe c t ive kinds of education for inter-
n ational unders t a n d i n g. Travel ab road by teach e rs and young people to
p a rt i c i p ate in vo l u n t a ry service for economic, s o c i a l , c u l t u ral and edu-
c ational development should be given all possible encouragement and
a s s i s t a n c e. In this way, t h ey may take a direct part in the stru gg l e
against illitera cy, famine and- d i s e a s e, f rom wh i ch a large part of the
wo rld's population suffe rs and wh i ch are a thre at to peace.

47) Intern ational contacts and ex ch a n ges between schools thro u g h ,
for ex a m p l e, s u ch programmes as the Unesco A s s o c i ated Sch o o l s
P roject in Education for Intern ational Unders t a n d i n g, should be encou-
raged and assisted.

48) Educational authorities might promote the orga n i z ation of
i n t e rn ational competitions for pupils and students in such school sub-
jects as mat h e m at i c s , p hy s i c s , ch e m i s t ry and wo rld literat u re, in the
s p i rit of the Olympic Games. Athletic meetings among schools on a
b i l at e ral mu l t i l at e ral and intern ational basis should also be encoura-
ge d.

I m p l e m e n t ation of the Present Recommendat i o n

49) It is important that the text be given wide publicity by
M i n i s t ries of Education and education authorities. Educational docu-
m e n t ation centre s , t e a ch e rs' and parents' associat i o n s , both nat i o n a l
and intern at i o n a l , and the educational pre s s , both official and privat e,
should play a large part in making the Recommendation known among
the services concern e d, the administrat ive and teaching staff, u n ive rs i-
ties and the ge n e ral publ i c. Ministries of Education should enlist the
s u p p o rt of teach e rs' orga n i z ations not only in publicizing the Recom-
m e n d ation but also in part i c i p ating in its implementat i o n .

50) Unesco and other intern ational orga n i z ations are invited to fa c i-
l i t at e, with the collab o ration of the Ministries of Education of the
c o u n t ries concern e d, the ex a m i n ation of the present Recommendat i o n
on a national or regional basis with a view to its implementation in
a c c o rdance with the ch a ra c t e ristics of each regi o n .

51) Ministries of Education and other competent authorities are
i nvited to examine fo rthwith the present Recommendation in re l at i o n
to the de jure and de fa c t o s i t u ations and the ethnic and cultura l
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condit ions  of the ir r e s p e c t ive count r i e s , for  the purpose  of
implement ing in a cre at ive manner i ts provisions wh e re they are
not yet in fo rc e , and to adapt them as far as  necessary to the
va r ious national situations. Th ey are further invited to incorp o rat e
in their plans for innovation in thi s field provisions  for cont inu o u s
eva l u at i o n .

52) The financial and technical assistance of intern ational orga n i-
z ations should be sought for countries wh e re the ap p l i c ation of this
R e c o m m e n d ation re q u i res revision of teaching mat e rials and re o ri e n-
t ation of teacher training progra m m e s .

53) In view of the urge n cy of the matter considered in the pre s e n t
R e c o m m e n d at i o n , Unesco and the Intern ational Bureau of Educat i o n
a re invited to send out a questionnaire, by the end of 1970, re q u e s t i n g
M i n i s t ries of Education to give the necessary info rm ation rega rd i n g
the measures undert a ken for the purpose of implementing the pro-
visions of this Recommendation in their re s p e c t ive countri e s .
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