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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 65

TO THE MINISTRIES OF EDUCAT I O N

c o n c e rn i n g

THE STUDY OF ENVIRONMENT IN SCHOOL
( 1 9 6 8 )

The Intern ational Confe rence on Public Educat i o n ,

C o nvened in Geneva by the United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fi c
and Cultural Orga n i z ation and by the Intern ational Bureau of
E d u c at i o n , h aving assembled on the fi rst of Ju ly, nineteen hundred and
s i x t y-eight for its thirt y-fi rst session, adopts on the tenth of Ju ly nine-
teen hundred and sixty-e i g h t , the fo l l owing Recommendat i o n .

The Confe re n c e,

C o n s i d e ring that ch i l d ren and adolescents grow up and develop in a
s p e c i fic ge ographical are a , d u ring a given historical period and within
c o m munities wh i ch have their own ch a ra c t e ri s t i c s , and that these fa c-
t o rs cannot fail to influence their up-b ri n gi n g, their education and their
social behav i o u r,

C o n s i d e ri n g, f u rt h e r, t h at at the present time the multiplicity and
p ower of info rm ation media together with the ease and fre q u e n cy with
wh i ch journ eys and ex ch a n ges can be made, extend the env i ro n m e n t
well beyond the child's immediate surroundings and that this awa ke n s
his interest and makes him awa re of prospects unknown to prev i o u s
ge n e rat i o n s ,

C o n s i d e ring that one of the essential aims of education is to deve-
lop scientific methods of observation and ex p e ri m e n t , t h at the analy t i c
s p i rit is the outstanding fe at u re of modern culture and that an active
attitude promotes understanding of the realities of life in the wo rld of
t o d ay,
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C o n s i d e ring that the study of env i ronment should inspire re s p e c t
for and love of nat u re, its va riety and its splendour, of regional tra d i-
t i o n s , l egends and beliefs, h i s t o rical monuments and the entire heri t a-
ge of the past,

C o n s i d e ring that the study of env i ronment is becoming an in-
c re a s i n g ly important factor among effo rts to adjust education to the
needs of society and the pupils' intere s t s ,

C o n s i d e ring the obstacl e s , s u ch as lack of documentat i o n , as we l l
as of ability and initiat ive on the teach e rs' part , wh i ch hamper the
s t u dy of env i ronment at eve ry leve l ,

C o n s i d e ring the wide scope of the re s e a rch activities re l ated to the
k n ow l e d ge of env i ronment and ecology provided for in Unesco's dra f t
p rogramme and bu d get for 1969-1 9 7 0 , and part i c u l a rly the launch i n g
of a programme entitled "Man and his Env i ro n m e n t , "

C o n s i d e ring that some ch i l d ren are still dep rived by nat u ral pheno-
m e n a , va rious fo rms of oppression contra ry to the Charter of the
United Nations and the Decl a ration of Human Rights, or by other cir-
cumstances of a fair chance to obtain a modern educat i o n ,

Taking into account the re l ationship wh i ch exists between the aims
of the present Recommendation and those of re c o m m e n d ations pre-
v i o u s ly adopted by Intern ational Confe rences on Public Educat i o n
e s p e c i a l ly Recommendation No. 18 concerning the teaching of ge o-
grap hy m secondary sch o o l s , adopted in 1939, R e c o m m e n d ation No.
26 concerning the teaching of ge ograp hy and intern ational under-
s t a n d i n g, adopted in 1949, R e c o m m e n d ation No. 27 concerning the
i n t roduction to nat u ral science in pri m a ry sch o o l s , adopted in 1949
R e c o m m e n d ation No. 35 concerning the teaching of nat u ral science in
s e c o n d a ry sch o o l s , adopted in 1952, and Recommendation No. 63
c o n c e rning health education in pri m a ry sch o o l s , adopted in 1967,

Submits to the Ministries of Education of the diffe rent countries the
fo l l owing Recommendat i o n :

C o n c eption and Aim of the Study of Env i ro n m e n t

I) Env i ronment should be understood as all that is ex t e rnal to the
human being, the more or less immediate surroundings—all the acti-
vities and influences wh i ch affect him and to wh i ch he reacts (the
fo rces and activities of nat u re and of the cl i m at e, of life in urban in
ru ral are a s , the fa m i ly, s ch o o l , m o ral and social back gro u n d s , t h e
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c i rcumstances and events) and wh i ch are brought to his know l e d ge
t h rough the va rious means of info rm ation ava i l able to him.

2) Env i ronment also includes the heri t age of the past: u s age s , c u s-
toms and traditions; li terat u re and history; law; scientific discove ri e s
and their ap p l i c at i o n s , the mat e rial and intellectual wo rks of the fo r-
b e a rs who have enri ched the heri t age of mankind by cre ating lasting
c u l t u ral we a l t h : The re l i gious and ethical heri t age constitutes an env i-
ronmental factor of the fi rst import a n c e.

3) To d ay, e nv i ronment is no longer confined to personal ex p e ri e n c e
and eve ry d ay life. The va ri e t y, multiplicity and speed of the va ri o u s
means of commu n i c ation have widened human env i ronment until it
i n cludes the whole wo rl d.

4) The concept of env i ronment also encompasses the aims of socie-
t y, the evolution of wh i ch man is attempting to dire c t .

5) It thus becomes ap p a rent that know l e d ge of env i ronment is an
i m p o rt a n t , n e c e s s a ry and complex subject; going beyond the mere
acquisition of know l e d ge, it becomes one of the essential fa c t o rs in
ge n e ral upbri n ging as well as of education for intern ational under-
s t a n d i n g.

6) The study of env i ronment cannot be limited to one part i c u l a r
s u b j e c t , nor to a group of educational practices. It is rather a con-
t i nuing method of ap p ro a ch , intended to prep a re young people to
adjust themselves to the conditions wh i ch life holds in store for them
and to incite them to do their utmost to improve them. -C o n s e q u e n t ly,
the modern objective of the study of env i ronment should be the
u n d e rstanding of this env i ronment and its va rious constituents thro u g h
the active and gradual acquisition of the re l evant know l e d ge and ideas
a c c o rding to the intellectual capacity and interests of the va rious age s
and by the use of suitable methods and means.

7) From the educational standpoint, the study of env i ro n m e n t
should prov i d e :

a ) a concrete basis for the va rious phases of learn i n g ;

b ) e l e m e n t a ry scientific training through practice in objective
o b s e rvat i o n , in the analytic mode of thought, in the discove ry method,
in re fl exion and judgment;

c ) a c t ive part i c i p ation m the acquisition of elementary know l e d ge,
then of the specialized subjects wh i ch will  later be dealt with at
s ch o o l ;

3 5 7



R 65

d ) a better know l e d ge of man's hab i t at , and the interaction betwe e n
man and his physical env i ro n m e n t .

8) Having rega rd to the rapid growth in population and eve r- i n c re a-
sing industri a l i z at i o n , the study of env i ronment should awa ken and
s t rengthen a love of nat u re, a desire to help to pre s e rve it and pro t e c t
its re s o u rces to increase these re s o u rces by means of wo rk and to use
them wisely with a view to making them meet re q u i rements and impro-
ve living conditions.

9) From the standpoint of educat i o n , the study of env i ro n m e n t
should help to: a) inspire respect for and love of nat u re; b) re i n fo rc e
the link between intellectual and manual wo rk ;

c ) p rep a re the young people for their future responsibilities thro u g h
a better understanding of the conditions and possibilities of ex i s t e n c e
in a rap i d ly ch a n ging wo rl d ;

d ) b ring the school env i ronment and the fa m i ly and social back-
ground closer toge t h e r ;

e ) i n t egrate the ch i l d — whether normal or handicapped—into his
i m m e d i ate surroundings and the adolescent into a broader cultural and
economic env i ro n m e n t ;

f ) i m p rove the spirit of the class by establishing closer re l at i o n s h i p s
b e t ween teacher and pupils, based on co-o p e ration and comra d e s h i p ;

g ) mould future vo c ations by the discove ry of bents and ap t i t u d e s
revealed in the course of va rious activ i t i e s ;

h ) lead youth to a better understanding of the ideal of intern at i o n a l
s o l i d a rity and of the serious pro blems of today's wo rl d, and thus
c o n t ri bute to a re c ognition by individuals and groups of their re s p o n-
sibilities towa rds these pro bl e m s .

10) It is desirable that the study of the env i ronment should:

a ) p ay special attention to the pro blems of urban env i ronments in
o rder to protect their inhabitants against the dange rs wh i ch thre at e n
t h e m , for ex a m p l e : pollution of water and the at m o s p h e re ;

b ) m a ke the ru ral child awa re of the possibilities and the diffi c u l t i e s
of the in the countryside and of the need for its inhabitants to make a
p o s i t ive contri bution towa rds improving their standard of liv i n g.
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S y l l abu s e s , Methods and Te a ching A i d s

11) A sound know l e d ge of the env i ronment and of the re l at i o n s h i p
of man to it should be the basic consideration in the establishment of
s y l l abuses. These should be drawn up with due rega rd to the need to
fa c i l i t ate a smooth transition from attitudes based on tradition to those
demanded by science and tech n o l ogy, while respecting the specifi c
conditions of diffe rent commu n i t i e s .

12) Study and know l e d ge of the env i ronment should be ap p ro a ch e d
t h rough active methods, taking full adva n t age of the abilities of pupils
and the teacher and of the conditions in wh i ch they are used within the
f ra m ewo rk of the curriculum for their classes. Th ey should result m
i n t e rd i s c i p l i n a ry activities in order to permit a wide ra n ge of accom-
plishments .

13) Exe rcises in observation carried out by teams or by indiv i d u a l
ch i l d re n , by themselves or under guidance, awa ken their desire to
k n ow and to unders t a n d.

14) Drawing and mu s i c, painting and ga m e s , the "living corner" in
the cl a s s ro o m , a re all activities suitable for arousing sch o o l ch i l d re n ' s
i n t e rest in their surroundings and making them want to know more
about them.

15) The study of the district or the village, guided visits to
museums public bu i l d i n g s , fa rm s , fa c t o ri e s , e t c . will be promoted as
far as possibl e.

16) Sufficient time should be set aside for educational walks and
ex c u rsions and sch o o l ch i l d ren of va rious ages should even be given the
possibility of living for a certain time in another nat u ral and social
e nv i ro n m e n t : classes in the snow, by the sea and in the mountains,
pupil's camps, attended by ch i l d ren and adolescents from diffe re n t
a reas or countri e s , wh e re they can study the env i ronment dire c t ly and
s y s t e m at i c a l ly.

17) Inter-s chool corre s p o n d e n c e, loans of books, ex ch a n ges of
d o c u m e n t s , s chool maga z i n e s , and local products with classes in other
regions of other countries should be encouraged as a contri bution to
the know l e d ge of a diffe rent env i ronment and to the development of
i n t e rn ational unders t a n d i n g.

18) In ge n e ra l , s e m i- and ex t ra-s cholastic activities wh i ch can give
rise to the study and know l e d ge of the env i ronment should be ex p l o i-
ted for this purpose by the teach e rs who supervise them.
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19) Au d i o-visual aids, i n cluding radio and television bro a d c a s t s ,
a re part i c u l a rly useful supplements to the study of the immediate or
m o re distant env i ronment. Sufficient funds should be allotted to enabl e
them to be developed and to make them more widely ava i l able to
s ch o o l s .

20) Encouragement should be given to the production of tex t b o o k s
and re a d e rs dealing with, and like ly to develop interest in and know-
l e d ge of the env i ro n m e n t .

21) Indep e n d e n t ly of such local re s o u rces as the teacher may fi n d
or cre ate on his own initiat ive, it is essential that teach e rs and pupils
should be provided with the necessary mat e ri a l , d o c u m e n t ation and
i n s t ruments for their info rm at i o n , o b s e rvations and ex p e riments. Th e
regional and central education authori t i e s , in collab o ration with tea-
ch e rs ' associat i o n s , should encourage the cre ation of centres for edu-
c ational info rm ation and for the distri bution of technical mat e rial ade-
q u ate for re q u i re m e n t s .

22) It is desirable that school co-o p e rat ives and clubs (Unesco
clubs) should be developed and that closer re l ations should be esta-
blished between the schools and youth move m e n t s , ex p e rience ga i n e d
t h e re and the activities in wh i ch the ch i l d ren take part help to deve l o p
the pupils ' civic and community spirit in the widest sense of the term .
In this connex i o n , young people should be encouraged to take part in
social service progra m m e s , in practical wo rk and community deve l o p-
m e n t , as well as in endeavo u rs to beautify the env i ro n m e n t .

Te a ching Staff

23) The value and effi c i e n cy of the study and know l e d ge of env i-
ronment dep e n d, in the fi rst place, on the teach e rs'  ab i l i t y, their info r-
m at i o n , their interest in this teaching and their prep a ration for it. In
the course of their pro fessional tra i n i n g, t h ey should be info rmed of
the objectives wh i ch are proposed to them and introduced to the acti-
ve methods wh i ch the study of env i ronment demands.

24) Such training should include for all teach e rs a know l e d ge of the
rudiments of ecology and the methodology of teaching about env i ro n-
ment during lessons on va rious subjects. Te a ch e rs should also be info r-
med of the psych o l ogical and sociological pro blems with wh i ch their
pupils may be faced in adjusting to a rap i d ly ch a n ging env i ro n m e n t .

25) Education authorities should make eve ry provision for furt h e r
t e a cher tra i n i n g : o rga n i z ation of cours e s , c o n fe re n c e s , p ractical wo rk
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d ay s , i n fo rm at ion camps ; easy access to l ibra ri e s , mu s e u m s ,
ex h i b i t i o n s , e t c. Study tours or visits to other parts  of the country
or ab ro a d, by means of grants or possibly on an ex ch a n ge basis,
a l l ow for  specialization in the diffe rent fields of know l e d ge of  the
e nv i ro n m e n t .

I m p l e m e n t ation of the Present Recommendat i o n

26) It is important that the text of the present Recommendation be
given wide publicity by Ministries of Education and educat i o n a l
a u t h o rities in teacher training centre s , c e n t res for educational info rm a-
tion and teaching mat e ri a l , by intern ational and national teach e rs '
fe d e rat i o n s , p a re n t-t e a cher associat i o n s , e t c. The educational pre s s ,
both official and privat e, should play a large part in making the
R e c o m m e n d ation known among the services concern e d, the admin-
i s t rat ive and teaching staff, and the ge n e ral publ i c.

27) Unesco and other competent intern ational orga n i z ations are
i nvited to fa c i l i t at e, with the collab o ration of the Ministries of Educa-
tion of the countries concern e d, the ex a m i n ation of the pre s e n t
R e c o m m e n d ation on a national or regional basis with a view to its
i m p l e m e n t ation in accordance with the ch a ra c t e ristics of each regi o n .

28) Ministries of Education and other competent authorities are
i nvited to examine fo rthwith the present Recommendation in re l at i o n
to the de jure and de facto situations and the ethnic and cultural con-
ditions of their re s p e c t ive countri e s , for the purpose of implementing
in a cre at ive manner its provisions wh e re they are not yet in fo rc e, a n d
to adapt them as far as necessary to the va rious national situat i o n s .

3 6 1


