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R E C O M M E N DATION No. 71

TO THE MINISTRIES OF EDUCAT I O N

c o n c e rn i n g

THE PROBLEM OF INFORMATION AT THE NAT I O NA L

AND INTERNAT I O NAL LEVEL WHICH IS POSED BY T H E

I M P ROVEMENT OF EDUCAT I O NAL SYSTEMS

( 1 9 7 7 )

P re a m bl e

The Intern ational Confe rence on Educat i o n , c o nvened by the
United Nations Educat i o n a l , S c i e n t i fic and Cultural Orga n i z ation mee-
ting in Geneva at its 36th session, held from 30 August to 8 Sep t e m b e r
1 9 7 7 ,

Noting that ge n e ral r esolutions 9.1 and 9.2 of the Genera l
C o n fe rence of Unesco at its nineteenth session, on the establ i s h m e n t
of a new intern ational economic order and the Second Deve l o p m e n t
D e c a d e, d rew attention to the need for a strengthening of mech a n i s m s
for the ex ch a n ge of deve l o p m e n t-s i g n i fiant scientific and tech n o l ogi-
cal info rm ation as a key component in the process of tra n s fer and
a d ap t ation of tech n o l ogies ap p ro p ri ate to the needs of deve l o p i n g
c o u n t ri e s ,

Noting that resolution 5.1 of the General Confe rence of Unesco at
its nineteenth session, on the General Info rm ation Progra m m e, c o m-
mitted Unesco to contri bute to the development of intern at i o n a l , regi o-
nal and national info rm ation systems and services as a vital element in
i n t e rn ational co-o p e ration and national deve l o p m e n t ,

H aving rega rd to the re l evant  conve n t i o n s , re c o m m e n d at i o n s ,
and decl a rations adopted a t the intern ationa l and regional leve l ,
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wh i ch are ap p l i c able to the pro blem of info rm ation at the nat i o n a l
and intern ational level posed by the improvement  of educat i o n a l
s y s t e m s ,

I n t e rp reting educational info rm ation in the broadest sense as
i n cluding the ge n e rat i o n , re c o rding and commu n i c ation of ideas
o p i n i o n s , t h e o ri e s , fa c t s , reg u l at i o n s , s t at i s t i c s , c u l t u ral and art i s t i c
a c t iv i t i e s , and such other info rm at i o n / d ata as may re l ate to educa-
tion systems and educational processes and wh i ch contri bute to the
quality of educat i o n , in all  fo rms of commu n i c at i o n , with an
emphasis  on the essential two-way nat u re of commu n i c at i o n ,

C o n s i d e ring that the development  of sound educational policies,
plans and programmes re q u i res a wide ra n ge of  info rm at i o n , just as
the re fo rm , the improvement and even a basic know l e d ge of educa-
tion sys tems depends on a constant fl ow of  info rm ation to and fro m
all  groups taking part  in the educational enterp ri s e, s u ch as policy
m a ke rs , a d m i n i s t rat o rs , re s e a rch e rs , t e a cher educat o rs , t e a ch e rs ,
s t u d e n t s , p a re n t s , p u p i l s , adult learn e rs and members of the com-
munity at large,

C o n s i d e ring that pro blems encountered in the development of
n ational systems of education may be re s o l ved more effe c t ive ly if
use is made of analogous ex p e r ience f rom other countri e s , e s p e c i a l-
ly in the sense of technical co-o p e ration between developing coun-
t ri e s ,

C o n s i d e ring that the es tablishment of a wo rl d-wide netwo rk
based on the UNISIST conceptual fra m ewo rk of linkages and inter-
connections with existing and projected regional and national sys-
t e m s , is now pra c t i c able and desirable for educational info rm at i o n ,
both as a basis for  intern ational co-o p e ration in educat i o n , and as a
means to further improvement of national systems of educat i o n ,

C o n s i d e ring that educational info rm ation in national language s
is for eve ry country a decisive factor in deve l o p m e n t ,

R e c ognizing at the same time the pro blems that occur thro u g h
b a rri e rs to the fl ow of educational info rm at ion wi thin and betwe e n
the countri e s , the gaps in existing services and the result ing ineffi-
ciencies when decisions are taken on the basis of inadequat e, i n a c-
c u rate or out-o f-d ate info rm at i o n ,

R e c og niz in g  a l so  tha t  t he  deve lo pm en t  o f  reg ion a l  an d
i n t e rn a t io na l  c o-o p e r a t ion  i n  t he  ex ch a n g e  of  e du ca t i o n a l

4 0 4



R 71

i n fo rm ation not  only serves the improvement of education bu t
c o n t ri butes to cre at ing bet ter  intern ational understanding betwe e n
e d u c at o rs of va r ious countries and thus serves the cause of peace
b e t ween all nat i o n s ,

R e c ognizing that an adequate global info rm ation system is vital
to all  countri es and that the cost of fully processing data and esta-
blishing and maintaining intern ational l inks is often beyond the
economic capacity of many developing countr i e s ,

R e c ognizing the const itutional provis ions of  each Member
S t at e,

Adopts on the seventh of September nineteen hundred and
s eve n t y- s eve n , and submits for consideration by the ministers  re s-
p o n s i ble for education and the ap p ro p ri ate authorities arid age n-
cies in the va rious  Member  States and ap p ro p ri ate intern at i o n a l
b o d i e s , the fo l l owing Recommendat i o n :

U n d e rlying Pri n c i p l e s

1)  The development and improvement of educational info rm a-
tion sys tems and services should be guided by the fo l l owing pri n-
c i p l e s :

a ) R e c ognition of the info rm ation component in the decision-
making pro c e s s : in the ap p ro a ch to educat ional pol icy making, t h e
planning of  re fo rm s , the establishment and implementation of edu-
c ational pri o ri t i e s , i m p rovement of the existing educational sys-
t e m , and educational pra c t i c e, it is impor tant  to identify the info r-
m ation that is needed and the fl ow of info rm ation that may prov i-
de guidance in implementa t i o n , and to make suit able provision fo r
this element. As a coro l l a ry to this pri n c i p l e , u s e rs at  all  leve l s
should be entit led to access to this info rm ation so that they may
m a ke better use of existing systems and may part i c i p ate in their
f u rther development . Impediments should not be placed in the way
of the process of transmiss ion and di sseminat ion of publ i cly ava i-
l able info rm ation like ly to benefit people in their endeavour to
i m p rove their minds or cir c u m s t a n c e s .

b ) C o-o p e rat ive netwo rk i n g : in planning and developing an
i n fo rm ation sys tem, one aim should be to share ava i l able re s o u rc e s
by cre ating a netwo rk of centres and institutions with info rm at i o n
s e rvices re l evant to educat i o n .

4 0 5



R 71

c ) S t a n d a rd i z at i o n : in the interests of economy and compat i b i l i-
t y, s t a n d a rd i zed pro c e d u res should be introduced wh e n ever pos-
s i ble into programmes of educational info rm ation ke eping in view :
the Intern ational  Standard Classifi c ation of Education ( ISCED), a s
a basis for educational s tatis tical rep o rting; the info rm at i o n-re l a-
ted standards of the Intern ational Orga n i z ation for S tandard i z at i o n
( I S O ) , i n t e rn at i o n a l ly standard i zed term i n o l ogy, s u ch as the IBE
and EUDISED Th e s a u r i;  and the va rious manuals and guidelines
p roduced by the UNISIST progra m m e.

d ) P ro fe s s i o n a l i z at i o n : because of its import a n c e , e d u c at i o n a l
i n fo rm ation should be re c og n i zed as a pro fessiona l specialty
within the larger  field of info rm at i o n / l i b ra ry science and the per-
sonnel wo rking in this  field should have adequate prep a ration and
s t at u s .

e ) I n t e rn ational co-o p e rat i o n : n ational development  in educat i o-
nal  info rm ation should take account of the desirability of ensuri n g
c o m p atibility wi th regional and intern ational netwo rks and pro-
grammes  so that Member States may part i c i p ate in the tra n s fer of
e d u c ational ex p e ri e n c e.

P ractical Measures at the National Leve l

Po l i cy and legi s l at ive prov i s i o n s

2)  Th e re is a need for explicit  policy st atements within each
c o u n t ry, i nvolving users , to show how educational info rm ation is  to
be re l ated re s p e c t ive ly to the existing info rm ation and educat i o n
s y s t e m s .

3) Within the va rious processes  for educational deci sion making
it is important to make specific  provision for educa tional info rm a-
tion wh e reby the responsibi lities and roles  are cl e a rly defi n e d,
p ri o rities emphasize d, the necessary re s o u rces  are  fo reseen and
better co-o rd i n ation of effo r ts is ach i eved in order to avoid gaps in
i n fo rm at ion fl ow and waste of  re s o u rc e s .

4 ) I t  is adv i s able to embody such policies in  law s , reg u l at i o n s ,
or fo rmal ins titutionalized plans, wh i ch would provide for  the
planned deve lopment of info rm ation services in  accordance with
the  country's needs  and  pri o r ities in educationa l development and
re s o u rce alloca tion. Provi sion  should be made for regular eva l u a-
tion with a view to eliminating  activities for wh i ch there is no
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l o n ger a need and making necessary modifi c ations to better serve
user needs.

S e rvices and progra m m e s

5) In drawing up a plan and programme of action leading gra-
d u a l ly to the development of an educational info rm ation sys tem,
e d u c ation authorities should:

a ) m a ke inve n t o r ies of existing educational info rm ation systems
and services  in re l ation to the user groups serve d ;

b ) e s t ablish mach i n e ry for co-o rd i n ation of activities at local
p rovincial and national leve l s ;

c ) wh e re national conditions favour this , identify a single nat i o-
nal centre to serve as the focal point both for the national educa-
tional info rm ation netwo rk and for intern ational contact s and
ex ch a n ges in this are a ;

d ) i n clude the gat h e ri n g, p rocessing and commu n i c ation of
fa c t s , s t atistics  and theor ies  re l ating to the education system and
the educational pro c e s s ;

e ) focus  analys is on such areas as:

(i) the situat i o n , t rends and prospects of social and economic
d evelopment in re l ation to educational deve l o p m e n t ;

( ii) e d u c ational policy, its basis, d evelopment and implemen-
t at i o n ;

( ii i) the content of educat i o n ;

f ) t ransmit to a ll  part n e rs in the educational system, t h rough the
use of all  the media of commu n i c at i o n , s u ch info rm ation and
ex p l a n ations as will enable them to understand and ap p re c i at e
ap p ro a ches ch o s e n , i n n ovat i o n s , and ch a n ges as rega rds educat i o-
nal policy ;

g ) e n s u re provision of the necessary r e s o u rces for the nat i o n a l
p rogramme of educational info rm at i o n ;

h ) e n s u re that adequate staff are ava i l abl e , i n cluding teach e r s
t rained to this end, and if necessary initiate training progra m m e s
for  the purp o s e ;

i ) u t i l i ze educational info rm ation systems, wh e re ap p ro p ri at e, t o
enhance the development of li tera cy in their  re s p e c t ive countr i e s ;

4 0 7



R 71

j ) bear in mind that , in countries marked by gre at social and cul-
t u ral va ri at i o n s , t h e re may be diffe rent kinds and degrees of demand
within one and the same cat ego ry of users .

6) Since the aim of a national system of  educational info rm at i o n
is to support the va rious groups of people concerned with impro-
ving educat i o n , t h e re is a need to give high pri o rity to the study of
user needs and pre fe re n c e s , i n cluding cost-b e n e fit  studies of diffe-
rent ways of  meeting these needs, and to eva l u ate the effe c t ive n e s s
of the info rm ation serv i c e s , p rogrammes and pro d u c t s .

a ) Po l i cy make rs and administrat o rs should be awa re of their
i m p o rtant role in producing as well as using info rm at i o n .

b ) Te a ch e rs and their orga n i z ations constitute a ve ry import a n t
group in the educational commu n i t y, and there fo re thei r part i c i p a-
tion in educational info rm ation processes should be fa c i l i t ated at
eve ry s tage.

c ) R e s e a rch wo rke rs are usually viewed as pro d u c e rs and users
of info rm ation. Special importance should there fo re be at t a ched to:

(i) the promotion of interd i s c i p l i n a ry re s e a rch re l ated to educa-
tional development needs and pri o rities; 

( i i ) a d e q u ate support for such re s e a rch ;

(iii) adequate diffusion of the results of such re s e a rch among all
the groups concern e d .

d) National bodies re s p o n s i ble for educational info rm ation and
d o c u m e n t ation should provide links between educational re s e a rch
and educational pra c t i c e.

e ) S t u d e n t s , p a re n t s , s ch o o l ch i l d ren and adult learn e rs should be
rega rded as both users and sources of info rm at i o n .

f ) E d u c at o rs should be made fully awa re of  the va rious systema-
tic pro fessional products and bibl i ographical tools, s u ch as ab s-
t ra c t s , i n d exe s , c u rrent awa reness lists, e t c. , t h at  libra ri a n s , a rch i-
v i s t s , documentalists and info rm ation specialists ge n e rat e , and that
a re of value and use to the educational commu n i t y.

7) Info rm ation fl ow should not be limited to one-way ve rt i c a l
c o m mu n i c ation f rom the summit to the base but should occur in
both directions through part i c i p at o ry planning. In add i t i o n , h o ri-
zontal commu n i c ation is necessary at all  levels between va ri o u s
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age n c i e s , i n s t i t u t i o n s , groups and individuals acting in or affe c t e d
by the educat ional process as either sources or users  or both, s u ch
as educational adminis trat o rs , re s e a rch e rs , t e a ch e rs , p a re n t s , s t u-
d e n t s , pupils and va r ious other  users .

8)  Improvement in the va rious  kinds of educational info rm at i o n
s e rvices re q u i res the solution of the  many technical  pro bl e m s
i nvo l ved in info rm ation pro c e s s i n g. Assuming the establishment of
an adequate institutionalized fra m ewo rk , with staff and bu d ge t s ,
t h e re is a need fo r :

a ) the adoption of standard i zed pro c e d u res in so far as poss ibl e
and pra c t i c able over the entire ra n ge of info rm ation pro c e s s i n g ;

b ) the ap p l i c ation of modern t ech n o l ogi e s — wh e rever nat i o n a l
conditions allow for it  or wh e re the use of educational tech n o l ogi e s
has alre a dy been established wh i ch incl u d e, for  example telecom-
mu n i c at i o n s , the use of computers for info rm ation storage  and
re t ri eva l , and the use of audio-visual means for info rm ation disse-
m i n at i o n ;

c ) notwiths tanding the value of  these tech n o l ogi e s , c o n s i d e rabl e
i m p rovements should also be poss ible by better use of  simpler
means for info rm ation process ing; in part i c u l a r, b i bl i ograp h i c
c o n t ro l , the issuing of re fe rence tools, the promotion of educat i o-
nal peri o d i c a l s , awa reness lists, e t c. , should be aimed at ;

d ) the processing and pre s e n t ation of info rm ation and data at
one or more levels of sophistication so as to winden thei r user
cl i e n t e l e, with the objective also of gre ater consumer usab i l i t y,
based on brev i t y, at t ra c t ive pre s e n t at i o n , graphic illustration and
other means.

S t atus and training of educational info rm ation pers o n n e l

9) A coro l l a ry to the improvment of educational info rm at i o n
s e rvices and their effi c i e n cy is the establishment of a cadre of
ap p ro p ri at e ly educated and trained personnel with the administra-
t ive, social and economic status cons istent  wi th their roles and
functions and comparable to those enjoyed by info rm ation pers o n-
nel in other specialized sectors .

10) In some cases it  may be desirable that a set of legi s l at ive and
reg u l at o ry texts gove rning the pro fessional status and training of
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l i b ra ri a n s , d o c u m e n t a l i s t s , a rch ivists  and other info rm ation per-
s o n n e l , should be pro mu l gat e d.

11) To combat the dearth of educational info rm ation pers o n n e l
f rom wh i ch the developing and many developed countr ies pr e s e n t-
ly suffe r, p rogrammes of  pre-s e rvice training should be ini tiated or
f u rther developed aiming, wh e n ever possible and in confo rm i t y
with the new conception of educational info rm at i o n , at the educa-
tion and training of a new type of personnel wh i ch would have a
p rep a ration both in the field of education and in the field of info r-
m at i o n .

12)  When personnel wo rking in educational info rm ation are
q u a l i f ied in either  education or documentation but not both, t h ey
should be given the opportunity to re c e ive training in order to
a c q u i re the necessary know l e d ge and skills that will qualify them
in both fi e l d s .

13) Pe rsonnel alre a dy wo rking in the field with ap p ro p ri at e
k n ow l e d ge and skills should be provided with the possibility of
i m p roving their pro fessional qualifi c at ions. This can be ach i eve d
e i t h e r :

a ) t h rough developing training and re f resher courses with the
t raining methods  sui ted to each country's needs and pat t e rns; or

b ) t h rough arra n ging regional training and re f resher  cours e s
wh i ch would be orga n i zed by the joint effo r ts of the competent
a u t h o rities  of the Member States in the region with the assistance
of intern at ional  orga n i z at i o n s ;

c ) t h rough fe l l owships either within or outside the country.

14)  In order to give further re c ogni tion to the wo rk of educat i o-
nal info rm ation pers o n n e l , and to make better  use of their skill s
and know l e d ge of quantitat ive and qualitat ive sources of info rm a-
t i o n , t h ey should be given the opportunity to part i c i p ate active ly in
the educational development process  through extended periods of
t raining and through invo l vement in meetings , s y m p o s i a , s e m i n a rs
and confe rences  whether at nat i o n a l , regional or  intern at i o n a l
l eve l s .

15) More ge n e ra l ly there is a need for gre ater  att ention to edu-
c ation and training of va r ious cat ego ries  of people  invo l ved in
e d u c ation in how to produce and use info rm ation a t eve ry stage of
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the educational process . To ach i eve this, the fo l l owing actions
should be considere d :

a ) c u rr icula at all  levels of instru c t i o n , i n cluding teach e rs'  col-
l ege s , should include short courses on info rm ation re s o u rces and
d o c u m e n t ation utilizat i o n ;

b ) p re-s e rvice and in-s e rvice training of educational administra-
t o rs and in-s e rvice programmes and courses of pro fessional impro-
vement of t each e rs should provide for their initiation to the utili-
z ation of educational info rm at i o n ;

c ) s chool inspectors and the  teaching staff  of teach e rs'  col lege s
should play an important role in promoting the ex ch a n ge of info r-
m ation between teach e rs and educational institutions and re s e a rch
c e n t res and at the same time in providing further t raining in the use
of educational info rm at i o n ;

d ) t e a ch e rs '  orga n i z ations and other pro fessional associat i o n s
can also play a role in this respect by organizing meetings, s e m i-
n a rs  and wo rkshops and by stimu l ating the ex ch a n ge of info rm a-
tion through their publ i c at i o n s .

R egional and Intern ational Co-o p e rat i o n

16)  Regional and intern ational ex ch a n ge of info rm ation pro-
vides  a new dimension and fo rm of intern ational co-o p e rat i o n
d i rected to assisting endogenous development. In order to ove rc o-
me shortcomings in the regional and intern ational fl ow of re l eva n t
e d u c ational info rm ation and to improve ex ch a n ges of educat i o n a l
ex p e ri e n c e s , c o h e rent action is  needed at the nat i o n a l , b i l at e ra l ,
regional and intern ational levels.  Th e re fo re the Confe rence calls
upon all  r e l evant nat i o n a l , regional and intern ational authori t i e s ,
o rga n i z ations and agencies to co-o p e rate in improving regional and
i n t e rn ational ex ch a n ges of info rm at ion so as to establish during the
n ext decade a wo rld info rm ation netwo rk in education wh i ch could
c o n t ri bute to improved decision making towa rds the es tabl i s h m e n t
of a new intern ational economic ord e r.

17)  Since intern ational netwo rks succeed only when they are
based upon national programmes  or systems , the Member Stat e s
and their ap p ro p ri ate authorit ies  should endeavour to:

a ) e n c o u rage re c ognition at the national  level of the import a n c e
of regional and intern ational  ex ch a n ges of educational info rm at i o n ;
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b ) e n s u re that national  policies of educational info rm at i o n
contain adequate provisions for the gat h e ring and di sseminat i o n
within the country of up-t o-d ate info rm at ion on educational deve-
lopments in other countri e s ;

c ) d evelop adequate national  infra s t ru c t u res wh i ch would incl u-
de mechanisms for regional and intern ational linkage and info rm a-
tion ex ch a n ge to fa c i l i t ate the count ry's  part i c i p ation in regi o n a l
and intern ationa l netwo rks in the field of educat i o n ;

d ) m a ke further  effo rts to develop and strengthen nat i o n a l
b i bl i ograp h i c, ab s t racting and tra n s l ation serv i c e s ;

e ) e n c o u rage  countries  to use  the In te rn ationa l Standard
C l a s s i fi c ation of  Education (ISCED) for nat ional  and intern at i o n a l
e d u c ational st ati stical rep o rting purp o s e s ;

f ) e n c o u rgae any new legi s l ation or reg u l ation gove rning the
ex ch a n ge of info rm ation to re flect the ch a n ges  occurring in thi s
field so that the fl ow of educat ional  mat e r ials between countri e s
m ay be encouraged and the processes of tra n s l a tion and adap t at i o n
be fa c i l i t at e d ;

g ) see that the content of info rm ation intended for intern at i o n a l
ex ch a n ge is arra n ged in accordance with the pr i o rities of the nat i o n
or region invo l ve d, with particular attention to basic legi s l at ive
i n s t ruments and re fo rms concerning educat i o n , the planning of the
d evelopment of educat i o n , c u rricula and syllabu s e s , i n fo rm at i o n
about innovation for the improvement of educat i o n , and the re s u l t s
of educational  re s e a rch ;

h ) give due importance to the building up and development of
n ational and local info rm ation infra s t ru c t u res when fo rmu l at i n g
requests for intern ational technical assistance in the fi eld of edu-
c at i o n .

18) Highly ap p re c i at ive of  the role of intern ational co-o p e rat i o n
in improving the content of educat i o n , and at t ri buting gre at impor-
tance to the part played by educational mat e rials of all  types (e. g.
s y l l abu s e s , t ex t b o o k s , t e a ching aids) in spreading the concept s of
p e a c e, mutual  respec t and fri endship among peoples , t h e
C o n fe rence recommends  that Member States and their ap p ro p ri at e
a u t h o rities  engage more widely in the ex ch a n ge  of info rm at i o n
c o n c e rning the content of education and common effo rts to bri n g
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about the improvement of educational mat e r ials in order to deve l o p
students'  interest in, and ap p re c i ation of, the history and culture of
al l count ries and peoples

19)  Al though nat ional action in both gove rnmental and non-
gove rnmental domains for successful tra n s fer of  educational ex p e-
r iences and methods fo rms the basis  of regional and intern at i o n a l
c o-o p e ra tion in this fi e l d, these national effo r ts should ass ist in
a ch i eving Unesco's aims in the sphere of education and should
c o nve rge in programmes of the intern ational and regional orga n i-
z at i o n s , in par ticular  those of Unesco.

20)  The Confe rence recommends that Unesco should play a lea-
d e rship role and should under t a ke the specific task of  developing a
plan for a wo rld info rm ation netwo rk in educat ion in co-o p e rat i o n
wi th the other Special ized A ge n c i e s , and that the principles of
action for such development should compri s e :

a ) the netwo rking ap p ro a ch , by wh i ch existing or new regi o n a l
i n fo rm a tion programmes  are interconnected and linked into a
wo rl d-wide netwo rk ;

b ) adoption by national centres and regional programmes of
common standards and pro c e d u res so that modern techniques  can
be applied to educational info rm ation ex ch a n ge ;

c ) p romoting a co-o p e rat ive ap p ro a ch , both for the free shari n g
of educational ex p e rience between countries and for  supporting the
growth of info rm ation services in countries wh e re they are sti ll
we a k .

21) At the regional leve l , the programmes of Unesco and of
regional and subregional orga n i z ations concerned with educat i o n ,
should help and stimu l ate the ex ch a n ge of educational info rm at i o n
and strengthen national info rm ation capacities by their services fo r
the gat h e ri n g, p ro c e s s i n g, a n a lysing and disseminating of  info rm a-
tion. The goal should be to ach i eve within each region an effe c t ive
s y s t e m , into wh i ch national systems  would feed and wh i ch wo u l d
c o rrespond to the educational pr i o rit ies  and conditions of the coun-
t ries concern e d. Wh e n ever such systems are alre a dy in place, o r
s u b s t a n t i a l ly in being, ap p ro p ri at e measures should be looked fo r
to link them into the wo rl d-wide netwo rk .

22) In developing regional netwo rk , Unesco and the  pert i n e n t
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regional and intern ational orga n i z ations should seek to harm o n i ze
their  programmes with national activities in educational info rm a-
tion while at the same time ensuring compatibility with the sys-
tems developed in other regi o n s .

23) Unesco should strengthen i ts contri bution to the deve l o p-
ment of national services for educational re s e a rch and info rm at i o n
and make provision fo r :

a ) re i n fo rcement of the info rm ation component in the regi o n a l
p rogrammes  of educational innovation for  development such as
A P E I D, N E I DA , E I P DA S, wh i ch are based on technica l co-
o p e ration among developing countri e s ;

b ) s u p p o rt  to developing countries wishing to strengthen their
n ational and local  infra s t ru c t u res in this fi e l d, with part i c u l a r
emphasis on national training progra m m e s , re f resher courses and
s e m i n a rs for  educational info rm ation personnel and on fe a s i b i l i t y
studies on diffe rent info rm at i o n-p rocessing tech n o l ogies and sys-
t e m s , ap p ro p ri ate to national re s o u rces  and needs;

c ) o rga n i z a tion  of reg ional  and subregiona l tra ining  pro-
gra m m e s , r e f resher courses and seminars for info rm ation specia-
lists as  an effe c t ive means of strengthening netwo rking cap a c i t y
and effi c i e n cy of national serv i c e s ;

d ) o p p o rtuni ties for  training ab road of specialists who might
c o n t ri bute to the more rapid development of info rm ation serv i c e s
in their own countri e s .

24)  Unesco, p a rt i c u l a rly through IBE and in close collab o rat i o n
with other intern ational agencies and orga n i z at i o n s , should under-
t a ke :

a ) the systematic planning, costing and development of a wo rl d-
wide info rm ation netwo rk in education based on the active part i c i-
p ation of regional and national institutions and programmes and
i n cluding an assessment of the re s o u rces ava i l able and a time scale
s h owing interm e d i ate objective s ;

b ) the expansion of the Intern ational Educational Rep o rt i n g
S e rvice (IERS) so that it  may fo rm an impor tant info rm ation basis
for educational re fo rm and innovation in all  countri e s ;

c ) the establishment of systems interconnections between ex i s-
ting systems, wh e n ever possible and fe a s i bl e, s u ch  as  be twe e n
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Unesco and IBE educat i o n-re l ated data bases, and between nat i o-
nal  and regional educat i o n-re l ated documentation systems, w i t h
the production of the necessary t echnical ins tru m e n t s ;

d ) the encouragement  of specialized info rm ation services by
vo l u n t a ry pro fessional bodies, i n cluding teach e rs ' orga n i z ations at
the intern ational leve l , so that these groups will  also part i c i p ate in
the netwo rk ;

e ) the resumed publ i c ation of the Intern ational Yearbook of
E d u c at i o n , in a new fo rm ;

f ) the rat i o n a l i z ation of educational data requested of count ri e s
by regional and intern ational bodies, in order to avoid duplicat i o n
and ove rl ap among gat h e r ing effo rt s , and to ensure the ava i l ab i l i t y
of the data in usable fo rm .
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