Ms. Muju ZHU is Deputy Director-General of the Department of Basic Education
and Director-General of the National Center for School Curriculum and Textbook
Development, Ministry of Education, Beijing.

She serves as Vice-Chairwoman of Master’s Degrees Subcommittee of the
Academic Degrees Committee of the State Council (China’s central government) and
Permanent Member of the China Pre-School Education Society as well. Madam Zhu
is the chief designer and organizer of China’s basic education curriculum reform,
which started nationwide in 2001.

From 1991 to 2005, Ms. Zhu has been National Director of the following
UNICEF projects in China: Study of Transition from Kindergarten to Elementary
School (1991-1995), Reorientation of Curriculum Framework and Syllabi
(1996-2000), Monitoring of Student Learning Achievements (1996-2000), Early
Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) (2001-2006), Learning Achievement Pilot
Study (2004-2005). She is also author of 10 books and dozens of articles.
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Mr. Houqing YIN is Deputy Director-General of the Shanghai Education
Commission, Shanghai.

He also serves as National Inspector appointed by the Minister of Education,
Vice-President of the Shanghai Society of Education, member of the national expert
committee on basic education curriculum reform, guest professor of the East China
Normal University (ECNU).

Immediately before his current position, Mr. Yin was for 4 years Director of the
Pudong New Area Bureau of Social Development, Shanghai. He was teacher of a
secondary school in Shanghai. Since 1980, he served over 23 years in educational
administration in Shanghai Municipal Government, first as Deputy Director and
Director in charge of basic education, and then Deputy Director and Director for
educational inspection.

Mr. Yin has chaired or participated in numerous key reform programmes and
policy formulation in basic education in China. He is interested in research oriented
learning and project-based learning.

Mr. Yin holds a bachelor’s degree in arts from ECNU and completed in a
master’s level programme in educational administration at ECNU.
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Prof. Qiquan ZHONG is Professor of the East China Normal University, Shanghai.

He serves as Director of the Institute of Curriculum and Instruction, Institute of
International and Comparative Education, and the Basic Education Curriculum
Research Center, all in the ECNU. He is concurrently President of the China
Comparative Education Association, member of various national education expert
committees including the one on basic education curriculum reform, and member of
the General Assembly of IAACS.

Prof. Zhong has had extensive cooperation activities with Japanese counterparts
since 1985. Starting from 2000, he has also developed scholarly relations with the
United States and Germany. He is the Chinese translator of many education classics in
Japanese and author to dozens of books on education research, new curriculum and
education reform in China.

Prof. Nanzhao ZHOU is Director of the International Center of Teacher Education at
the East China Normal University, Shanghai.

He serves as advisor to the Chinese National Commission for UNESCO and
researcher at the China National Institute for Educational Research, where he was
Deputy Director-General.

Prof. Zhou had extensive experience within UNESCO. He was Coordinator and
senior educational program specialist of the APEID network at the UNESCO
Bangkok office, where he was also interim-Director for a year. He was also member
of the International Commission on Education for the Twenty-first Century, who
produces the report “Education: the Treasure Within” in 1996. He was also
extensively involved in educational programs in China funded by international
agencies such as UNICEF and ADB. He has participated and presented in numerous
international conferences on education.

Prof. Zhou holds a Ph.D. in education science from State University of New
York.
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Ms. Aizhen ZANG is Director of the Division of Textbook Administration,
Department of Basic Education, Ministry of Education, Beijing.

Ms. Zang has worked with the Department of Basic education for over 10 years,
before that she worked with the Department of Teacher Education and the Department
of Personnel respective, altogether for 10 years. Ms. Zang was a high school teacher
before she joined the Ministry of Education in 1986. She is a graduate of Shanxi
University, China, majoring in Chemistry.

Prof. Jian LIU is Assistant Director-General of the National Center for School
Curriculum and Textbook Development (NCCT), Ministry of Education, Beijing.

Mr. Liu graduated from Beijing Normal University in 1984 and since then has
been working in mathematics education: conducting research, compiling learning
standards, developing textbooks. He has had cooperation with universities in Japan,
Korea and Hong Kong.

Prof. Liu joined the NCCT, the national curriculum reform agency in 1999. Since
then he has participated in research, design and implementation of major programs in
the national curriculum reform. He is the major architect of educational research
based on the Internet. Based on his work with NCCT, he has published several books
on the new curriculum and research on curriculum reform.
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Prof. Yuanxiang GUO is Vice Dean of the School of Education Science, Huazhong
Normal University, Wuhan.

He serves as member of the national expert committee on basic education
curriculum reform. He has participated extensively in the pilot project of curriculum
reform in various provinces since 2001.

Prof. Guo’s research concentrates on change of learning methods, general
fieldwork courses for development of hands-on abilities. He has published about 10
monographs and over 50 articles in national journals. He has also lead 6 national and
provincial research projects in recent years.

AWJ’
Prof. Jiayong LI is Associate Professor and Vice Dean of the School of Education,
Beijing Normal University (BNU), Beijing.

Prof. Li also served as Deputy Director of the International and Comparative
Education Research Institute of BNU. He was a visiting scholar to Sussex University,
UK, in 1992 and a Fulbright Scholar in Michigan State University, USA, in 1997.

Prof. Li holds a Ph.D. in education from Beijing Normal University. He is
currently interested in basic education in developing countries and the comparison of
syllabus and curriculum.
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