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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Learning poverty is getting more and more underlined by the international community, as a huge challenge in 
Education. It is now broadly acknowledged that Quality Education has lagged far behind. Everyone is now 
concerned by this learning outcomes crisis. Yet, quality early education is far from being integrated onto public 
policies. Today, the private (for-profit and not-for-profit) sector is a significant provider of global early childhood 
care and education (ECCE), which significantly amplifies inequities in access and quality. 

At the heart of quality ECCE, curriculum and pedagogy are strong policy levers, playing vital role in developing 
skills, attitudes, and values that enable young learners to benefit from an inclusive and sustainable future. We 
need a paradigm shift in the way we are going to deal with the acceleration of SDG 4.2 and well beyond. 
Addressing quality ECCE requires an in-depth and transformative outlook on ECCE Curriculum and pedagogy: It 
implies the integration of early education from birth onto the national educational policies, further 
considerations of the latest scientific research on child development and a stronger empowerment of the 
broader educational community from families to policymakers and ECCE workforce and caregivers. Rethinking 
quality education from early childhood also requires a shift in the set of strategic priorities for planning and 
financing. 

Embedding ECCE Curriculum and pedagogy onto an integrated Quality Education framework endeavors to 
concomitantly increase protective factors, while minimizing risk factors to unlock young children’ learning 
potential, achieve academic success and enable them to become change agents for societal transitions. 

OBJECTIVE OF THE SESSION 

The overall objective of this parallel session is to foster awareness about the importance of Quality ECCE and to 
ensure stronger support for Quality education that will improve learning outcomes from early childhood. This 
session aims to share and foster dialogue on key insights and perspectives related to key policy levers that would 
transform education onto concrete actions through curriculum and pedagogy. 

Echoing the push towards a new social contract for education, it is about providing an evidence-based compass 
of learning paths that outlines the importance of mainstreaming early childhood education from birth onto 
national educational policies, as part of Basic Education. The session will discuss concrete solutions to achieve a 
comprehensive and endogenous integrated curriculum framework from early childhood, with developmentally 
appropriate practices. 

As such, it is of critical importance to address a practical and action-orientated roadmap to support and improve 
aid effectiveness to Quality ECCE. In line with Paris Declaration, strong partnerships to support national 
development strategies and key priorities towards quality education are mostly needed. 

EXPECTED OUTPUTS 

 Explicit insights on Quality Education and Curriculum are made with a transformative and forward-
looking ECCE Curriculum from birth as part of a lifelong learning approach   

 Outline of key scientific (including neurosciences) issues and challenges pertaining ECCE Curriculum and 
pedagogy – from play-based, intergenerational learning, values, and attitudes to contemporary and 
environmental issues  

 Exploration of different modalities of intervention with a progressive and developmentally appropriate 
learning approach, with quality ECCE practices amongst the broader educational community (policy 
makers, families, local communities, etc.)  

 Discussion on current practices and lessons learned, elaboration of concrete solutions to fill in the gaps 
and address of perspectives that strongly support quality ECCE  

 A comprehensive and critical diagnosis on ECCE curriculum with international comparison studies is a 
must-have to support an efficient ECCE policy and planning 



 

 

 

Session Notetakers: Pauline Slot (Utrecht University) & Carolina Belalcazar Canal (UNESCO)  

PROVISIONAL AGENDA  

ACTING TOWARDS A TRANSFORMATIVE AND FORWARD-LOOKING ECCE CURRICULUM 
FOR LIFELONG LEARNING 

9:15 – 9:25 AM  
(10’) 

Opening remarks 

 Mr. Yao Ydo, Director UNESCO-International Bureau of Education (UNESCO-IBE) 
 
Quick tour de table of session participants 

9:25 – 9:30 AM 
(10’) 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 

 Perspectives on Quality Education & Learning crisis 
 Interdependency SDG 4.2 and other SDGs 

 Ms. Ann-Thérèse Ndong-Jatta, Former Ministry of Education, The Gambia & former UNESCO 
Regional Director and Director of the Division of Basic Education, Paris Headquarters 

9:30 – 9:45 AM 
(15’) 

PARTNERS: Key current challenges and issues on Quality ECCE Curriculum 

o Importance of quality ECCE throughout a lifelong learning approach from birth 
o Neurosciences, ECCE Curriculum and developmentally appropriate pedagogy and practices 

(play-based, values and attitudes, contemporary and environmental issues) 
o Commitment of partners and broader international community for quality ECCE support 

 Dr. Tariq Al Gurg, Chief Executive Officer, Dubai Cares 
 Ms. Chloe Farrer, Neuroscientist CNRS Brain and Cognition Research Center 
 Prof. Paul Leseman, Professor of Education and pedagogy, Utrecht University & coordinator and 

principal investigator of the Dutch national Child Daycare Quality Monitor 

9:45 – 9:53 AM 
(8’) 

Inputs from audience 

9:53 – 10:14 AM 
(21’) 

COUNTRIES: Concrete solutions towards a Transformative and Forward-looking Curriculum from the very 
early years (ongoing projects, lessons learned, perspectives) 

o Existing transformative solutions to advance Quality ECCE and key lessons learned 
o Integration and governance of a national curriculum framework from birth embedded onto 

Basic Education in public educational policies 
o Financing quality ECCE at national level 

o H.E. Prof. Nesmy Manigat, Minister of National. Education and Vocational Training, Haiti 
o H.E. Prof. Ansu D. Sonii, Minister of Education, Liberia 
o Ms. Tove Mogstad Slinde, Senior Adviser, Ministry of Education and Research, Norway 

 

10:14 – 10:26 AM 
(12’) 

Additional inputs from session partners & open dialogue with countries 

10:25 – 10:36 AM 
(10’) 

COUNTRIES: Fine tuning the roadmap for a transformative and forward-looking ECCE Curriculum  

o In a nutshell for ECCE Curriculum: What? Who? How? Why? 

10:36 – 10:45 AM 
(9’) 

Closing remarks 


